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Chapter 1: Israel's Prophetic Spring Feasts 


Any serious study of Bible prophecy should begin with the feast days of Israel that are found in the law. The feast 
days provide us with the basic outline of the plan of God of salvation for the individual, as well as an outline of God's 
plan (as Paul states) to "put all things under His feet." Too many books on Bible prophecy show very little 
understanding of the feast days, resulting in some popular but misleading views. The purpose of this book is to give 
the reader an understanding of Israel's prophetic feast days first, and then build upon that foundation with other laws 
that prophesy about Christ's second coming. In correlating the New Testament teachings with these lesser-known— 
but very important—laws of the second coming, the coming of Christ takes on new clothing. 


After Jesus’ resurrection, He appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus and explained to them the meaning and 
purpose of Passover and why He had had to be crucified on that day. Luke 24:27 says, 


27And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures. 


Later, Jesus appeared to His disciples and explained to them how the law of Passover had prophesied of His death and 
resurrection. Luke 24:44 and 45 says, 


44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all 
things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled." ^ Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 


There is no doubt that Jesus explained to these people how He had been crucified in order to fulfill the Feast of 
Passover and how He had fulfilled the wave-sheaf offering in His resurrection. It is likely that He also gave them some 
understanding of the Feast of Pentecost before telling them to tarry in Jerusalem (Luke 24:49). 


We who have been endowed with 20/20 hindsight often marvel at how the people of Jesus' day—including the 
disciples—could have had so little understanding of the real meaning of Passover. As Christians, the prophetic 
significance of this feast seems so clear to us now. But even today these things are not at all clear to those whose eyes 
are blinded by traditional Judaism. Even more astounding is that there are so few Christian books outlining the autumn 
feast days, showing how they prophesy of the second coming of Christ. As a result, the end-time Church today is, 
generally speaking, as blind to the prophecies of His second coming as the people of Judah were to His first coming— 
because they do not understand the meaning of the biblical feasts. 


This book is written to explain the second coming of Christ, beginning with Moses. Even as Passover, the wave-sheaf 
offering, and Pentecost were fulfilled in the first coming of Christ, so also the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of 
Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles prophesy of events surrounding the second coming of Christ. But before we 
discuss the autumn feasts and the second coming of Christ, we must give a brief teaching on the spring feasts and how 
Jesus might have explained them after His resurrection. 


Jesus Crucified at Passover 


Jesus was crucified on the fourteenth day of the first month of the Hebrew calendar. This was the day Israel was to 
slay the lambs and put the blood on the lintels and door posts of their homes (Exodus 12:6, 7). The law in Exodus 
12:6 specified that the people were to kill a lamb or a goat in the afternoon between noon and sundown, or "between 
the two evenings" (literal Hebrew text). The first evening was at noon, when the sun began to go down; the second 
was at sundown, when the sun actually set. In his book, The Temple, Alfred Edersheim says on page 211, 


"According to the Samaritans, the Karaite Jews, and many modern interpreters, this means between actual 
sunset and complete darkness (or, say, between six and seven p.m.); but from the contemporary testimony of 
Josephus, and from Talmudic authorities, there cannot be a doubt that, at the time of our Lord, it was regarded 
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as the interval between the sun's commencing to decline and his actual disappearance. This allows a sufficient 
period for the numerous lambs which had to be killed, and agrees with the traditional account that on the eve 
of Passover the daily evening sacrifice was offered an hour, or if it fell on a Friday, two hours, before the usual 
time." 


The people were not to kill their lambs prior to the evening sacrifice in the temple. The evening sacrifice was normally 
killed at 2:30 p.m. (in the middle of the ninth hour of the day) and offered to God an hour later at 3:30 p.m. However, 
on the eve of Passover (Abib 14) the evening sacrifices were killed an hour earlier, unless this day fell on Friday, the 
preparation day for the Sabbath, in which it was killed at 12:30 p.m. 


In our next section we will show from early Church writings that Jesus was crucified on a Friday. This is disputed by 
some, but we mention this here only to show that the evening sacrifice at the time of Jesus' crucifixion was to be killed 
two hours early—that is, about 12:30 p.m. This was normal practice when Abib 14 fell on a Friday. Only then could 
the Passover lambs begin to be killed. Yet the lambs certainly also had to be killed by mid-afternoon in order to have 
them fully cooked by sundown, for all had to be in their houses by that time. Exodus 12:22 tells us, 


22 And you shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of 
the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the 
door of his house until morning. 


This law settles the question men have had about the timing of the last supper that Jesus ate with the disciples. There 
are some who teach that the Last Supper, which Jesus ate with His disciples, was the Passover meal and was eaten on 
the night of Abib 14 after all the lambs had been killed. That view teaches that Jesus was crucified the following day, 
Abib 15. This view is based on Jesus’ statement in Luke 22:15, "7 have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer." It was, indeed, a Passover meal, but it could only have been eaten on the evening after Abib 13, 
because after this meal, they sang a hymn and then went outside to the Mount of Olives (Mark 14:26), where Jesus 
was arrested. If they had eaten the Passover meal on the night after Abib 14, it would have been unlawful for them to 
leave the house. 


Edersheim tells us in The Temple, page 213, that "at the first Passover it was said, 'None of you shall go out of the 
door of his house until the morning,' which did not apply to later times." This law perhaps did not apply insofar as the 
rabbinic traditions were concerned. One cannot easily dispute with so great an authority as Edersheim. Hence, it was 
probably a common practice for people to be outside their houses on the evening of Passover. However, the real 
question here is whether Jesus fulfilled the law in its every detail in regard to Passover. We do not believe that Jesus 
would have given credence to the rabbinic traditions that were in violation of Exodus 12:22, especially in view of the 
fact that this Passover had to be fulfilled precisely in accordance to biblical law. 


Therefore, we must conclude that the Last Supper and Jesus' subsequent arrest took place on Thursday evening, the 
beginning of Abib 14 (as the Hebrews reckoned days). His trial took place that same night, and He was crucified in 
the morning or at noon. 


Jesus was put on trial that same night in front of the Sanhedrin. The following day Jesus was crucified. Mark 15:25 
says, "And it was the third hour when they crucified Him," perhaps, when Pilate sentenced Him to be crucified. 
Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, wrote some decades later that Pilate sentenced Jesus to death at the third hour of the day, 
but that Jesus was actually put on the cross at the sixth hour, that is, at noon. The third hour of the day was about 9:00 
a.m., which was the time of the morning sacrifice in the temple. 


The Eclipses That Day 
At noon, or the sixth hour of the day, a strange thing happened. The sky suddenly became dark. From Ignatius' letter, 


which we will quote later, it appears that the sky was darkened for three hours to mark the time that Jesus actually 
hung on the cross. Matthew 27:45 says, 
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45 Now from the sixth hour [noon] darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour [3:00 p.m.]. 


This was not a natural solar eclipse, for astronomers have charted all the lunar and solar eclipses visible in the Middle 
East for the past 5,000 years. In fact, since Passover always fell on a full moon, it was impossible to have a solar 
eclipse at Passover, for solar eclipses can occur only at the time of the new moon (that is, when no moon appears in 
the sky at night). Likewise, eclipses of the moon are seen only at the time of the full moon. And so, while there have 
been lunar eclipses at Passover on occasion throughout history, there has never been a natural solar eclipse on that 
day. The darkness that fell over the land at noon during the time Jesus hung on the cross was supernatural, not natural. 


Astronomers tell us that in the late afternoon of Passover, Friday, April 3, 33 A.D., while Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus were hurrying to bury the body of Jesus, there was also a lunar eclipse. The eclipse began in Europe at 
3:01 p.m. when Jesus died, and it was already eclipsed when the moon rose over Jerusalem at 5:10 p.m. that evening. 


It is impossible to have a lunar eclipse and a solar eclipse on the same day, because the sun and the moon must be in 
opposite positions in the sky for these two kinds of eclipses. Yet on this great day in history, God marked the time for 
all to see by a spectacular miracle. In Bonnie Gaunt's book, The Bible's Awesome Number Code, page 55, we read: 


"It was on a lonely hill outside the walls of Jerusalem that this Heavenly One, who came to earth to be born, 
to suffer, and to die as a man, hung on a cruel cross that afternoon. The hill was called Calvary. Its Greek 
name was Kranion, whose numeric value is 301. 


"At 3:01 in the afternoon, as he looked heavenward and said, 'It is finished,' the moon began to eclipse. It was 
at 3:01 Greenwich Time that the eclipse began. God makes no mistakes with His timing, nor does He rely on 
coincidences. The word 'moon' in the New Testament is Selene, and its Gematria is 301. Yes, He who had 
formed the moon and put it into its orbit around the earth, now had given up His human life at 3:01, ona hill 
called Calvary (301) precisely when the moon (301) began to eclipse. It was the exact hour when the priests 
were killing the lambs for Passover. 'Lambs' [in Hebrew] has a numeric value of 301." 


For those unfamiliar with numeric values (gematria), the Hebrew and Greek letters served as their numbers as well as 
letters. Hence, each letter carries a numeric value, and one can add up the value of each letter to obtain the numeric 
value of any word or sentence in the Bible. In this manner, Bonnie Gaunt shows mathematically the precision of God 
in timing the first minute of His death (3:01 p.m.) in accordance with an eclipse of the moon (301) on a hill called 
Calvary, whose numeric value is 301. His death coincided with the Passover "lambs" (301) that were being killed at 
that same moment. 


Why did God also blot out the sun at noon on the day Jesus was crucified? Astronomers tell us that on Abib 14, 33 
A.D. at noon, the sun was positioned on a star called El Nath in the head of Aries, the ram. El Nath means "the 
wounded, or the slain." That was the moment the sun was darkened. Assuming there were no clouds to block their 
vision, if the people in Jerusalem had looked up to see where the sun had been shining, they would have seen El Nath, 
the slain ram. 


Some say the darkness at noon was a sign of creation in mourning. No doubt it was, but the divine law sheds additional 
light on this event. If we explain this phenomenon beginning with Moses, we note first that no one was allowed to kill 
the Passover lamb while it was dark. If the darkness had not ended in mid-afternoon, the people could not have 
observed the Passover that year, because they were forbidden to slay the lambs after dark. But the darkness lasted only 
until the ninth hour, or mid-afternoon. The sun came out, and the people began to kill their Passover lambs. 


At that moment Jesus spoke His final words and died (Matthew 27:46-50). 
God brought darkness so that no one would kill the lambs until Jesus died. This certainly identified Him as the 


fulfillment of the Passover lamb. He was, as John the Baptist had proclaimed, "the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world" (John 1:29). It was important enough in the plan of God that no one should kill the Passover lambs 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 5 of 138 


until the moment Jesus died on the cross. Jesus could not have died on any other day than Abib 14, for this was the 
appointed time set by the prophetic law of Passover. 


Furthermore, God blotted out the sun for three hours in order to prevent the people from killing the Passover lambs 
until the moment Jesus died on the cross. As we showed earlier, rabbinic tradition allowed them that Friday to kill the 
Passover lambs as early as 12:30 p.m. after the evening sacrifice had been slain. So God brought darkness to the land 
in order to force them to conform to the time of Jesus' death—as the law said, "between the two evenings." It was the 
precise moment in history when the Lamb of God was destined to die for the sin of the world. 


The Wave-sheaf Offering 


The law said that the priest was to wave a sheaf of barley up and down "on the day after the sabbath" after the Passover 
(Lev. 23:11). The Pharisees taught that this was to be done on a fixed day of the month, that is, Abib 16, the day after 
the Passover, which was an extra sabbath day, regardless of the day of the week on which it fell. The Sadducees, on 
the other hand, taught that the sheaf of barley was to be waved on the day after the WEEKLY Sabbath—that is, on the 
day the Romans called Sunday. 


In 33 A.D. Abib 14 fell on a Friday, and the day of Passover fell on Abib 15, which was also the weekly Sabbath that 
year. Therefore, the wave-sheaf offering fell on Sunday, Abib 16. It met the requirements of both the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees that year. This was convenient for them, but unfortunate for us, because Jesus’ resurrection on that day 
did not settle the legal dispute or tell us which sabbath was indicated in the law. 


In the early Church, Ignatius, bishop of Antioch and a disciple of John the revelator, wrote a number of letters that 
give us some useful information on this subject. In chapter nine of his letter to the Trallians, he writes, 


"On the day of the preparation [Friday], then, at the third hour, He received the sentence from Pilate, the 
Father permitting that to happen; at the sixth hour He was crucified; at the ninth hour He gave up the ghost; 
and before sunset He was buried. During the Sabbath [Saturday], He continued under the earth in the tomb in 
which Joseph of Arimathea had laid Him. At the dawning of the Lord's Day [Sunday] He arose from the dead, 
according to what was spoken by Himself, 'As Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so 
shall the Son of man also be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.' The day of the preparation, 
then, comprises the passion; the Sabbath embraces the burial; the Lord's Day contains the resurrection." 


From this we see that Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, and a Jewish Christian, saw no contradiction in the fact that Jesus 
was raised on the third day from His crucifixion, rather than after 72 hours that comprise a literal three days and three 
nights. He may have understood three days and three nights to be a Hebrew idiom meaning continuous time that would 
never contradict the many other places where Jesus said that He would be raised on the third day. Lamsa says in his 
Idioms in the Bible Explained, page 46, that in the East those who are "in difficulties and a dilemma" are said to be 
"in the belly of the whale." It is a Hebrew idiom, drawn, no doubt, from the story of Jonah. 


In English, the equivalent of this idiom is to be "in a pickle" or "in a jam." From the time Jesus was in the garden, 
where He was arrested, Jesus was "in the belly of the whale" for three nights and part of the third day when He was 
raised from the dead. This also occurred "in the heart of the earth," for to the Hebrew people, Jerusalem was considered 
to be the center, or heart of the earth. Hence, we could say that, like Jonah, Jesus was in a stressful situation for three 
days and three nights in Jerusalem, the heart of the earth. 


Ignatius was reputed to have been the child whom Jesus set forth in the midst of His disciples in Matthew 18:2 as an 
example of how one must become as a little child to enter the kingdom of heaven. While some think this to be mythical, 
all historians recognize that Ignatius was born about 30 A.D. and, as a child, met Jesus personally. In fact, he tells us 
specifically that he had personally met Jesus in his letter to the Church of Smyrna, Chapter 3. Jerome, who translated 
his letter into Latin some centuries later quotes him: 
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"In this last he [Ignatius] bore witness to the Gospel which I have recently translated, in respect of the person 


Im 


of Christ, saying, 'I indeed saw him in the flesh after the resurrection, and I believe that he is". 


Thus, Ignatius was an eyewitness of Jesus Christ not only before His crucifixion, but also after He had been raised 
from the dead. Though young, he was one of the 500 or so people who saw Him after His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6). 
He later became a disciple of John, whom Jesus loved, and eventually he died as a martyr in 107 A.D. It is highly 
doubtful, then, that Ignatius would have been mistaken in regard to the date and timing of Jesus' death and resurrection. 


Justin Martyr (c.114—-165 A.D.) was another early Church writer. He wrote in chapter 67 of his First Apology about 
the timing of Jesus' death and resurrection: 


"And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather together to one place, and the 
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits ... But Sunday is the 
day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God, having wrought a 
change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day rose from 
the dead. For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn [i.e., the day before Saturday]; and on the day 
after that of Saturn, which is the day of the Sun [Sunday], having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He 
taught them these things, which we have submitted to you also for your consideration." 


Using the names of the Roman weekdays to accommodate his audience, Justin tells us specifically that Jesus was 
crucified on a Friday, the day before Saturday. He also tells us Jesus was raised from the dead on Sunday. This tells 
us that Jesus was crucified in 33 A.D., for in that year Abib 14 fell on a Friday. Justin also agrees with all other writers 
of the early Church in telling us that Jesus rose from the dead on Sunday to fulfill the wave-sheaf offering. 


Again, in his Dialogue With Trypho (the Jew), Chapter 107, he speaks of the sign of Jonah, obviously understanding 
the "three days and three nights" to mean "the third day." 


"And that he would rise again on the third day after the crucifixion, it is written in the memoirs that some of 
your nation, questioning Him, said, "Show us a sign;' and He replied to them, 'An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and no sign shall be given them, save the sign of Jonah.' And since He spoke 
this obscurely, it was to be understood by the audience that after His crucifixion He should rise again on the 
third day. And He showed that your generation was more wicked and more adulterous than the city of Nineveh; 
for the latter, when Jonah preached to them, after he had been cast up on the third day from the belly of the 


great fish..." 


Though Justin was a Greek philosopher and a convert to Christ in the second century, he did learn the Scriptures from 
the disciples of the Apostles. His view is not unique in the writings of the early Church, nor does it differ from the 


New Testament. 


Jesus' resurrection on Sunday, Abib 16, did not tell us how to interpret the law about waving the barley sheaf on the 
day after the sabbath, because the Passover sabbath coincided with the weekly sabbath that year. Nonetheless, the 
early Church writings clearly show that from the beginning they universally adopted Sunday as their holy day in 
commemoration of Jesus’ resurrection. One clear statement comes from the Epistle of Barnabas, Chapter 13: 


"Further, He says to them, 'Your new moons and your Sabbaths I cannot endure.' Ye perceive how He speaks: 
Your present Sabbaths are not acceptable to Me, but that is which I have made, when, giving rest to all things, 
I shall make a beginning of the eighth day, that is, a beginning of another world [age]. Wherefore, also, we 
keep the eighth day with joyfulness, the day also on which Jesus rose again from the dead. And when He had 
manifested Himself, He ascended into the heavens." 


There are some who, for various doctrinal reasons, have tried to argue that Jesus rose from the dead on Saturday 
afternoon just before sundown and that no one knew of it until the following morning when they came to the tomb 
with spices. However, this is highly improbable, since the priests did not even seal and guard the tomb until the end 
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of the sabbath just before His resurrection. In other words, the guards were placed at the tomb about the time that Jesus 
supposedly was raised from the dead. This we read in Matthew 27:62 to 28:1. 


62 Now on the next day [Saturday], which is the one after the preparation [that is, the day after Friday], the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, © and said, "Sir, we remember that when 
He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.' “ Therefore, give orders for 
the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him away and say to 
the people, 'He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be worse than the first." © Pilate 
said to them, "You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how." © And they went and made 
the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone. ! Now after the Sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at 
the grave. 


In the original language there were no chapters and verses as we see them in our Bibles today. These were done by 
Stephen Langton around 1228 A.D. for easier reference. Likewise, in the original Greek there was no punctuation and 
no space between the letters and words. So punctuation is also a mere convenience to make it easier for us to read the 
Scriptures. However, at times the translators put punctuation in the wrong places. This was one of those times. The 
last two verses above should be read and punctuated as follows: 


66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone, but 
after the Sabbath. 


1 As it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to 
look at the grave. 


In other words, they set the seal upon the tomb in the evening after the Sabbath. They had not had time to do so on the 
Friday afternoon of His burial, because the Sabbath was drawing near. So they had to wait until the next evening when 
the Sabbath had passed. If Jesus had already been raised from the dead at that time, the stone would have been rolled 
away, and the soldiers would have come rushing back to report the news immediately. But the tomb was not opened, 
so they set a seal upon the stone. 


Then the soldiers camped next to the tomb that night to make sure no one stole Jesus' body. Then as it began to dawn 
the next morning, Mary and Mary came to the tomb and found it empty and no one guarding the tomb. The soldiers 
had already gone to report the resurrection to Pilate. 


Pilate himself reported to Tiberius Caesar about these events in a letter that is now lost but what was available for 
centuries in the early Church. There is a document called Acta Pilati published in the late 1800's by Rev. Mahan 
which purports to be the original document discovered in the Vatican Library. However, subsequent investigators 
disputed his claims, saying that he could not possibly have done so at the time he claimed to be in Rome and in 
Constantinople. According to Edgar J. Goodspeed's book, Strange New Gospels (1931), 


"Mr. Mahan ... gives no reference to manuscript numbers which might aid anyone to find and examine the 
books he claims to have found. The mention of Hilderium with Shammai and Hillel (p. 215) may be a 
reminiscence of Ilderim in 'Ben Hur'; there is no such Jewish name. As in 'Ben-Hur,' the Wise Men are a Greek, 
a Hindu, and an Egyptian. This with the story of Balthasar's death on the afternoon of the crucifixion, which 
was absent from the original form of the "Report," had important consequences. 


"For Mr. Mahan's colleagues in the ministry were not slow to perceive his indebtedness, in Eli's "Story of the 
Magi," published in 1884, to 'Ben-Hur,' published in 1880. Chief among them was the Rev. James A. Quarles, 
then head of the Elizabeth Aull Seminary at Lexington, Missouri, and afterward professor in Washington and 
Lee University ... 
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"Mr. Quarles attacked the genuineness of Mr. Mahan's discoveries in the Boonville Weekly Advertiser, with 
great keenness. He pointed out that Mr. Mahan was back in Boonville on November 6, 1883, although he 
claimed to have been discovering manuscripts in Constantinople on October 22, 1883. We may add that the 
best opinion today in Boonville is that Mr. Mahan did not get farther away than Rome, Illinois, a little village 
north of Peoria, and that his foreign letters were dispatched from that place. He was absent from Boonville 
less than two months in the autumn in which he claimed to have visited Rome and Constantinople, discovering 
and copying manuscripts." 


Goodspeed mentions also that Mahan answered Quarles' contentions, "admitting that there were misprints in the book," 
but Goodspeed does not say whether or not Mahan had misprinted the dates that he was supposed to have been in 
Rome and Constantinople. Mahan apparently continued to stand by the truth of his manuscripts, though he was 
"summoned before the Lebanon presbytery in September 1885 to answer charges of falsehood and plagiarism." In that 
investigation, General Wallace could find no evidence from U.S. Embassy officials in Constantinople or from other 
missionaries in the area that any of them had seen or talked with Mahan. In other words, Goodspeed says that they 
could find no one who could verify that Mahan had ever gone to Constantinople. 


Further, when investigators contacted the Vatican to talk with Father Peter Freelinhusen, who was supposed to have 
shown Mahan the Acta Pilati, they were told that no one by that name was listed in the annals of the Vatican Library. 
Goodspeed continues, 


"In the light of this and of other evidence, Mr. Mahan was found guilty of falsehood and of plagiarism, and 
suspended from the ministry for one year. He left the meeting of the presbytery, promising to withdraw the 
book from circulation. But it was reprinted in St. Louis in 1887, in Dalton, Georgia, in 1895, and in 
Philadelphia, by the Antiquarian Book Company, in 1896." 


We have taken the time to explain the circumstances surrounding Mahan's Acta Pilati, because in the first edition of 
this book, we quoted from it and were unaware that it had been discredited by investigations shortly after its 
publication. This error is now corrected in our second edition with apologies for any past confusion we may have 
caused. 


Regardless of Mahan's forgery, the fact remains that Pilate did issue an official report to Tiberius Caesar regarding the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. Around the year 200 A.D., the Roman Christian lawyer, Tertullian, referred to Pilate's 
official report to Tiberius in his Apology, V, saying, 


"Tiberius accordingly, in whose days the Christian name made its entry into the world, having himself received 
intelligence from Palestine of events which had clearly shown the truth of Christ's divinity, brought the matter 
before the senate, with his own decision in favor of Christ. The senate, because it had not given the approval 
itself, rejected his proposal. Caesar held to his opinion, threatening wrath against all accusers of the 
Christians." 


The editor's Elucidation IV of The Ante-Nicene Fathers says of the above quotation: 


"Great stress is to be placed on the fact that Tertullian was probably a jurisconsult, familiar with the Roman 
archives, and influenced by them in his own acceptance of Divine Truth. It is not supposable that such a man 
would have hazarded his bold appeal to the records, in remonstrating with the Senate and in the very faces of 
the Emperor and his colleagues, had he not known that the evidence was irrefragable [cannot be refuted or 
disproved]." 


Tertullian reaffirms his statement (regarding Pilate's report to Tiberius) in chapter XXI of the same book, saying, 


"All these things Pilate did to Christ; and now in fact a Christian in his own convictions, he sent word of Him 
to the reigning Caesar, who was at the time Tiberius. Yes, and the Caesars too would have believed on Christ, 
if either the Caesars had not been necessary for the world, or if Christians could have been Caesars." 
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The fourth-century Church historian, Eusebius of Caesarea, records Pilate's report as well in his History of the Church, 
II, 2, where he writes: 


"And when the wonderful resurrection and ascension of our Saviour were already noised abroad, in 
accordance with an ancient custom which prevailed among the rulers of the provinces, of reporting to the 
emperor the novel occurrences which took place in them, in order that nothing might escape him, Pontius 
Pilate informed Tiberius of the reports which were noised abroad through all Palestine concerning the 
resurrection of our Saviour Jesus from the dead. 


"He gave an account also of other wonders which he had learned of him, and how, after his death, having 
risen from the dead, he was now believed by many to be a god. They say that Tiberius referred the matter to 
the Senate, but that they rejected it, ostensibly because they had not first examined into the matter (for an 
ancient law prevailed that no one should be made a god by the Romans, except by a vote and decree of the 
Senate), but in reality because the saving teaching of the divine Gospel did not need the confirmation and 
recommendation of men. 


"But although the Senate of the Romans rejected the proposition made in regard to our Saviour, Tiberius still 
retained the opinion which he had held at first, and contrived no hostile measures against Christ. These things 
are recorded by Tertullian, a man well versed in the laws of the Romans, and in other respects of high repute, 
and one of those especially distinguished in Rome ..." 


These early Church testimonies bear witness that Pilate did indeed send a full report to Tiberius Caesar, which, though 
somewhat unknown or forgotten, was for some time a matter of public record to those who had access to the Roman 
archives. 


How Did Jesus Fulfill the Wave-Sheaf Offering? 


Prophetically speaking, whether Jesus was raised late Saturday afternoon or early Sunday morning is not the issue. 
The issue is whether or not Jesus fulfilled the wave-sheaf offering on the correct day. This offering was waved in the 
temple at the third hour of the day "on the morrow after the sabbath" (Leviticus 23:11). Did the offering itself coincide 
with Jesus' resurrection? No, Jesus rose from the dead before daybreak. Mary Magdalene went to the tomb "early, 
when it was yet dark" (John 20:1), but found the tomb already empty. The wave-sheaf offering did coincide, however, 
with His ascension to present Himself as ALIVE in the temple in heaven. He ascended for this purpose a few hours 
AFTER His actual resurrection, while the high priest was waving the sheaf of barley in the temple. So Jesus fulfilled 
the law of the wave-sheaf offering, not by His actual resurrection, but by presenting Himself alive in the temple of 
heaven at the appointed time. 


Here is the sequence of events on that resurrection morning. When Mary found the tomb empty, she began to run and 
soon met Peter and John who were also on their way to the tomb (John 20:2). They all returned to the tomb to see for 
themselves that His body was missing. Then Peter and John went home (John 20:10). Mary was left alone in the 
garden. By this time the sun had risen. Jesus then encountered her, but at first she thought He was the gardener. When 
she finally recognized Him and wanted to touch Him, He told her in John 20:17, "Touch Me not, for I am not yet 
ascended to My Father" (KJV). 


The ascension to which He was referring was NOT His ascension on the fortieth day from the Mount of Olives, which 
is recorded in Acts 1:3-9. We know this, because Jesus allowed His disciples to touch Him later that same day (John 
20:19, 20; Luke 24:39). So Jesus must have ascended to His Father some time AFTER He talked with Mary but 
BEFORE that same evening when He appeared to the disciples. The only possibility is that He had to ascend at the 
third hour of the day in order to present Himself as alive in the temple in heaven. 


Jesus was actually alive BEFORE the priest waved the sheaf in the temple, but He could not present Himself as alive 
in heaven in order to be declared legally alive until the time that the priest bore witness on earth. This is why the day 
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of the wave-sheaf offering is important in prophecy. Though it marked the DAY, it did not mark the MOMENT of 
Jesus’ resurrection. It marked the moment that He was declared legally alive in heaven's court. 


If a man were to be shipwrecked and marooned on an island for ten years, he would be declared legally dead after 
about seven years. If that man were then rescued by a passing ship, he would have to go to the courthouse and present 
himself to the proper authorities in order to be declared legally alive. This illustrates the distinction between being 
actually dead and being legally dead. When Jesus rose from the dead, He was actually alive, but He was not legally 
alive until the time of the wave-sheaf offering, when He presented Himself to the Father in the divine court. 


This is another prime example in the Bible of the importance of timing. Jesus fulfilled the law in every detail, not only 
by WHAT He did, but also by WHEN He did it. 


There are some who believe that Jesus was crucified on Wednesday afternoon and spent precisely 72 hours in the 
tomb. They believe that He was raised from the dead on Saturday afternoon, but that this resurrection was not 
discovered until the following morning. This view uses as its pretext Jesus’ statement about being "three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth." However, upon closer examination, it is obvious that it was invented primarily 
in order to undermine the observation of Sunday as a day of worship, because the early Church writers are all 
unanimous in telling us that they met to worship and "break bread" on Sunday. Their stated reason is that on this day 
Jesus rose from the dead. 


The only way that the Wednesday crucifixion theory would work is if the Sadducees were right in their interpretation 
of the wave-sheaf offering. If the Pharisees were correct in their view, and the sheaf was to be waved on the fixed day 
of Abib 16, then the Wednesday crucifixion view could not possibly be true. Jesus would be crucified on Wednesday, 
Abib 14; then Thursday, Abib 15 would be the Passover Sabbath; and then the sheaf would have to be waved on 
Friday, Abib 16. But if Jesus were still in the tomb until late afternoon Saturday, Abib 17, then this law of the wave- 
sheaf could not be fulfilled by Jesus' resurrection. 


The only way one might salvage this viewpoint is to adopt the Sadducees' position by saying that the wave-sheaf 
offering came on the first Sunday after the weekly Sabbath. But even this adaptation makes Jesus' resurrection occur 
on the day BEFORE the wave-sheaf offering. This does not seem credible to us. It is our view that Jesus ought to be 
raised from the dead on the same day as the wave-sheaf offering, even if He did not present Himself to the Father in 
heaven until a few hours later. 


I am told that the only year around that time where Abib 14 fell on a Wednesday was in 28 A.D. This year could not 
have been the year of Jesus' crucifixion, because John the Baptist did not even begin to minister until the 15" year of 
Tiberius in the Spring of 29 A.D. Tiberius began to reign at the death of his father, Augustus Caesar, on August 19, 
14 A.D. This is a well-known date in Roman history, which we fully discussed in Chapter 9 of our book, Secrets of 
Time. Jesus was baptized in September of 29 A.D. and died in 33 A.D. when Abib 14 fell on a Friday. The resurrection, 
then, occurred on the third day, the morning of Sunday, Abib 16. 


The Feast of Pentecost ("Weeks") 


The day of Pentecost in Acts 2:1 occurred on a Sunday, the day on which the people were normally observing the 
feast during that time of history. We know from the biblical accounts that the Sadducees were in power in the Temple 
up to the time of its destruction in 70 A.D. (See also Acts 4:1.) Paul Jewett's book, The Lord's Day, includes a footnote 
on page 128, which says, 


"... the reckoning of the Sadducees, whereby Pentecost fell on a Sunday, regulated the Jewish observance as 
long as the temple stood. Hence the commemorating of Pentecost as a Sunday (Whitsunday) in the Christian 
Year cannot be challenged. After A.D. 70, the reckoning of the Pharisees became normative in Jerusalem, 
whereby Pentecost falls on various days of the week." 
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Even as the Feast of Passover marked the historic time of Israel's exodus from Egypt, so also the Feast of Pentecost 
marked the historic time that God spoke the Ten Commandments to the people from Mount Sinai. According to 
Edersheim in The Temple, page 260, 


"According to unanimous Jewish tradition, which was universally received at the time of Christ, the day of 
Pentecost was the anniversary of the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, which the Feast of Weeks was intended 
to commemorate." 


It was a time when all the people heard the voice of God speaking in their own language out of the midst of fire (Deut. 
4:12). However, the people of Israel were too fearful of God's voice to hear the rest of the law. We read in Exodus 
20:19-21, 


9 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, lest we 
die." ? And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in 
order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin." 7! So the people stood at a 
distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where God was. 


All the Israelites had enough faith to leave Egypt and thereby keep the Feast of Passover, but very few of them had 
the faith to experience Pentecost at Mount Sinai. Their fear prevented them from hearing more than just the Ten 
Commandments, and so they sent Moses up the mount to hear the rest of the law. Moses received it on stone tablets, 
whereas if the people had been willing to hear the voice of God, He would have written it on their hearts instead. 


In Acts 2:1 we are told that the Holy Spirit was given to the Church on the day of Pentecost. It is described as a time 
when the Spirit came down as tongues of FIRE upon their heads. Even as God came down as fire upon the mount in 
the days of Moses, so now He came as fire upon the disciples. The main difference is that the fiery presence of God 
was no longer external upon a mountain, but now internalized in men. Furthermore, God did not accept the Pentecostal 
offering by fire in the temple. Instead, He accepted the disciples themselves and the offering on the altar of their hearts. 
This shows a change of temple that God would inhabit. He no longer inhabits temples of wood and stone, for we are 
now the temples of God (1 Cor. 3:16). Corporately speaking, God is building a new temple with Jesus Christ as the 
Chief Cornerstone, and the apostles and prophets as the foundation stones, and others as living stones (Ephesians 
2:20-22). 


The disciples on the day of Pentecost were filled with the Spirit and were doing and saying some strange things. A 
few bystanders thought that the disciples must be drunk. Peter answered them in Acts 2:15, "these men are not drunk, 
as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day." The third hour of the day was when the priest in the temple 
offered to God the Pentecostal offering of two loaves of wheat bread that had been baked with leaven (Lev. 23:17). 
The disciples no doubt would have wanted to receive the Holy Spirit earlier, but God made them wait to the appointed 
time—not just the right day, but even the precise hour of the day. This shows how important timing is to God Himself. 
It is another example of how the feast days were prophetic of events to come—not only WHAT was to come, but also 
WHEN. 


The Importance of Timing and Historic Fulfillment 


If timing was so important in the fulfillment of the spring feasts, then we believe that timing is equally important in 
the fulfillment of the autumn feasts. There are many who do not fully appreciate God's timing. They see things on an 
experiential level only. But the Word shows us that there is BOTH an experiential application on an individual, 
personal level as well as an appointed time on the historic, corporate level. 


Men are to experience Passover within their hearts in order to receive justification by faith in the blood of the Lamb. 
This was true in both the Old Testament and the New. But this did not mean there was no need for Jesus Christ to be 
crucified historically at the appointed time. In fact, there would be no justification personally, if it were not for the 
historic fulfillment of this feast. 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 12 of 138 


Men are also to experience Pentecost within their hearts in order to be sanctified by the Spirit. This, too, was true in 
both the Old Testament and the New. Yet this personal application did not negate the need for the historic occasion 
recorded in Acts 2. In fact, there would be no indwelling of the Spirit, if it were not for the historic fulfillment of 
Pentecost in Acts 2. 


It is our contention that the same holds true with the Autumn feast days. Some people see only the personal application 
of these feasts, while others cannot seem to see beyond the external rituals to be held each year at the appointed times. 
We believe that each feast day has an intensely personal application within the heart—but we also believe that the 
historic events surrounding the second coming of Christ are manifested in the autumn feasts. 


There is, of course, much more that could be written about these spring feast days, but our purpose is merely to give 


some background that will prove helpful in understanding the autumn feasts and their prophetic message relating to 
the second coming of Christ. 
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Chapter 2: The Feast of Trumpets 


After Israel's pentecostal experience at Mount Sinai, God gave Moses instructions to build the tabernacle and its 
various articles of furniture. They erected the tabernacle on the first day of the first month just one year after leaving 
Egypt (Exodus 40:17). A month later, the pillar of cloud over the tabernacle lifted and began to move toward the land 
of Canaan (Num. 10:11). The people followed. 


Now God told Moses to build two trumpets of silver. Apparently, up to this time no one had ever thought to build a 
trumpet out of silver. The first-century Jewish historian, Josephus, tells us in Antiquities of the Jews, III, XII, 6, 


"Moses was the inventor of the form of their trumpet, which was made of silver ... It was composed of a narrow 
tube, somewhat thicker than a flute ... it ended in the form of a bell." 


Of course, the Bible tells us that God inspired Moses to make these trumpets. This is recorded in Numbers 10:1-10, 


1 The LORD spoke further to Moses, saying, 7 "Make yourself two trumpets of silver, of hammered work 
you shall make them; and you shall use them for summoning the congregation and for having the camps 
set out. > And when both are blown, all the congregation shall gather themselves to you at the doorway 
of the tent of meeting. t Yet if only one is blown, then the leaders, the heads of the divisions of Israel, 
shall assemble before you ... 


8 "The priestly sons of Aaron, moreover, shall blow the trumpets; and this shall be for you a perpetual 
statute throughout your generations ... 


’ "And when you go to war in your land against the adversary who attacks you, then you shall sound an 
alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the LORD your God, and be saved from 
your enemies. 


10 " Also in the day of your gladness and in your appointed feasts, and on the first days of your months, 
you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; 
and they shall be as a reminder of you before your God. I am the LORD your God." 


The Feast of Trumpets prophesies of the resurrection of the dead. It has been called in Jewish circles, "the Day of the 
Awakening Blast." Because this festival fell on the first day of the seventh month, it fell on a new moon—that is, when 
the first sliver of the new moon appeared in the evening sky at the beginning of each lunar month. There was always 
some uncertainty as to when the new moon would appear or could be seen (if cloudy). For this reason, Jesus spoke of 
His coming in Matthew 25:13, saying, "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour." This phrase 
about not knowing the day nor the hour is a peculiar Hebrew saying, which they specifically applied to the Feast of 
Trumpets, whose beginning was unknown until the new moon was sighted. 


The Feast of Trumpets is the first of the autumn feast days, which prophesy of the second coming of Christ. The 
apostle Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 


16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise FIRST. 


The first event on the prophetic calendar relating to the second coming of Christ is the resurrection of the dead. We 
believe that the appointed time for this event is on the Feast of Trumpets of some year. We have already seen that 
Jesus could not be crucified on any day other than on Passover, and that He died at the moment the people began to 
slay their lambs. We have also shown that Jesus had to await the third hour of the day on the day of the wave-sheaf 
offering before He could ascend to the Father and present Himself as alive in the heavenly court. We also saw that the 
Holy Spirit could not be sent until the third hour of the day on the Feast of Pentecost. 
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These were all appointed times, prophesied in the law. By observing how God treats these appointed times, we can 
begin to understand the significance of the autumn feast days and how they likewise set the timing for prophetic events. 
These past patterns strongly suggest that the archangel will blow the trumpet signaling the resurrection of the dead on 
the Feast of Trumpets of some year. 


The Two Resurrections 


The law suggests that there will be more than one resurrection. For this reason, God told Moses to make TWO trumpets 
of silver. When the priest blew with just one trumpet, only the leaders, the heads of the people, were to gather before 
God. When the priest blew BOTH trumpets, the entire congregation was to gather before God. 


John tells us in Revelation 20 that there will be two resurrections, not just one. The first resurrection, John says, will 
include only believers. Revelation 20:4—6 speaks of this first resurrection, 


4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and 
those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead 
and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years .5 The rest of the 
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. ° Blessed 
and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, 
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 


This is obviously a partial resurrection, because not all men are raised to life at this time. Only those who are called to 
"reign with Christ for a thousand years" are raised in the first resurrection. "The rest of the dead" are NOT raised until 
the second resurrection at the end of the thousand years. The first resurrection, therefore, includes only the heads of 
the people—that is, those who are called to rule in the Kingdom during the Age of Tabernacles. This is why Paul 
speaks of the "trumpet" (singular) which the angel will blow, calling them forth from the graves. It fulfills Moses' 
prophecy of the single trumpet that was to summon only the rulers of the people. 


When the apostle Paul speaks of the resurrection of the dead, he usually speaks of the first resurrection, rather than the 
second. Consequently, in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, quoted earlier, the dead are raised "at the last trumpet" (singular). 
Paul identifies those raised as "the dead in Christ," NOT ALL the dead, small and great. In other words, the first 
resurrection is a limited resurrection; the second is general that includes the rest of the dead. 


Not All Christians Are Raised in the First Resurrection 


Revelation 20 does NOT tell us that ALL BELIEVERS are to be raised in the first resurrection. He merely tells us that 
ONLY BELIEVERS will be raised in the first resurrection. This may seem like an odd point to make, since most 
Christians assume that all believers are raised at the same time. But other scriptures compel us to question this common 
assumption. Jesus spoke of the second resurrection in John 5:28 and 29. 


28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 7” 
and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the 
evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 


It is plain that Jesus was not referring to the first resurrection, which was limited to ONLY believers. Jesus says that 
"an hour is coming" where ALL will be raised, and at that time some will be given life (immortality), while others 
will be judged. It is obvious that this cannot be a reference to the first resurrection. This can only refer to the second 
resurrection recorded in the latter verses of Revelation 20, 


u And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled 
away, and no place was found for them. ? And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the 
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dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. ' And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 1 And death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. ° And if anyone's name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 


Notice especially that in this general resurrection the Book of Life is mentioned. The wording in verse 15 implies that 
many WERE found written in the Book of Life. Nowhere does it tell us that no one in the general resurrection could 
be found in that Book. Nor does it anywhere imply that everyone raised at this time should be cast into the lake of fire. 


We can only conclude, then, that in the general resurrection at the end of the thousand-year Tabernacles Age the angel 
will blow BOTH trumpets. This will summon the entire congregation (Church) from the grave—except for the rulers, 
of course, who had been summoned a thousand years earlier. The Church as a whole, then, will be raised from the 
dead at the end of the thousand years along with all the unbelievers. Here the unbelievers will be judged by the "lake 
of fire," while the congregation of non-ruling believers will receive life (immortality). 


The Apostle Paul's testimony before Felix, recorded in Acts 24:14 and 15, affirms the same thing: 


14 But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of our 
fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law, and that is written in the Prophets; 15 
having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the wicked. 


Paul says that there will be a single resurrection that will include both the righteous and the wicked. This is obviously 
not the first resurrection. It can only refer to the second. This shows that believers will certainly be raised in the second 
resurrection, but because their names ARE found written in the Book of Life, they will be given immortality and not 
be cast into the lake of fire with the unbelievers. 


For this reason, the Apostle Paul labored to be an overcomer and to attain to the better resurrection. In Philippians 3 
he said that he counted all of his own righteousness as dung, that he might know Christ and "the fellowship of His 
sufferings” (3:10). To what purpose? Verse 11 says, "in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead" 
[Greek: exanastasis ek nekron, "the OUT-resurrection FROM the dead"). Dr. Bullinger's note on that verse in The 
Companion Bible says of this, 


"Resurrection from the dead (ek nekron) implies the resurrection of some, the former of these two classes, the 
others being left behind." 


In other words, Paul understood the concept of the two resurrections, even as John did. Paul's earnest desire was to 
attain the first resurrection out from among the rest of the dead. In that context, Paul then says in verses 12-16, 


12 Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect, but I press on in order that I may 
lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. "° Brethren, I do not regard myself as 
having laid hold of it yet; but one thing J do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what 
lies ahead, * I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. ° Let us 
therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, 
God will reveal that also to you; '° however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have 
attained. 


Some have interpreted this to mean that Paul was unsure of his salvation. This is certainly not the case. He knew that 
he was saved and would be raised to immortality at some point. However, he did not presume to have attained to the 
FIRST resurrection, which was his goal, "the prize of the upward call of God." To attain this high calling, one must 
learn obedience, often by suffering, and one must endure to the end. And so Paul exhorts all believers to have this 
same attitude of mind, as well as to continue living by a Christian moral standard in obedience to the law of God. 
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Christians Will Be Held Accountable 


Many Christians will have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ, not only to determine their rewards, but also to 
be held accountable for unrepentant lawless behavior. Paul speaks of this in 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 


10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, 
and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. !! For no man can 
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 


Paul makes it clear that he is speaking of Christians here, people who have been justified by faith in the blood of the 
Lamb. They are the people who claim Jesus Christ as their Foundation. These are people who have experienced 
Passover in their lives, people who have come out of "Egypt" (the world) and who are citizens of God's Kingdom. 
Even so, like the Israelites of old, just because they came out of Egypt does not mean that they have learned obedience 
through Pentecost (the leading of the Spirit). Paul continues, 


12 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, ® each 
man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the 
fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. !* If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, 
he shall receive a reward. "If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be 
saved, yet so as through fire. 


Thus it is clear that even believers will be held accountable for their works. Not only will the carnal Christians miss 
the first resurrection, but they will lose the rewards of whatever good they did with an impure motive. One such 
example may be if people gave money to the Church not out of simple faith and love, but out of an investment 
mentality, expecting to receive back more than they gave. There is a law of sowing and reaping, but many today have 
turned this into a Protestant version of the old Catholic practice of indulgences. This is wood, hay, and stubble. 


Under Moses, "the Church in the wilderness" (Acts 7:38) was lawless. It is the same with the Church in the wilderness 
of the Pentecostal Age. Jesus affirms this in Matthew 7, saying, 


21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the 
will of My Father who is in heaven. 7” "Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ ? "And 
then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness [Greek: 
anomia].' 


Lawlessness (anomia) is a heart attitude of despising God's law, rather than an act of committing any particular sin. 


To deliberately cast aside any portion of God's Word is a manifestation of unbelief, or lack of faith. Why? Because he 
who does this is in disagreement with God, not believing what He has spoken. Some (like Marcion in the fourth- 
century Church) have gone so far as to say that the Old Testament was inspired by Satan. Others merely believe that 
God's law is hateful or vengeful, and that it needed to be replaced by Jesus, the God of love. 


One often hears statements from the pulpit that disparage the divine law as being something less than perfect, even 
though David confessed that "The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul" (Psalm 19:7). One often hears that 
the law has been put away, even though Paul said, "Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the 
contrary, we establish the Law." One often hears that Jesus fulfilled the law so that we would have no requirement 
before the law, though Jesus said in Matthew 5:19, 


O Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called 


least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 
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Jesus did not say that such lawless people would be EXCLUDED from the Kingdom. He merely said that they would 
not be rulers in His Kingdom. They will be called "the least in the kingdom" but they will still be in the Kingdom. 
They will be called forth in the second resurrection and will be held accountable at that time according to their lawless 
attitude and works. 


God's Servants Scourged 


Jesus spoke a parable illustrating the judgment of the believers and unbelievers in Luke 12:41-48. It was in response 
to Peter's question in verse 41: 


41 And Peter said, "Lord, are You addressing this parable to us, or to everyone else as well?" 


Jesus then explains to Peter and the others the difference in rewards given to the overcomers and to the rest of the 
Church: 


42 And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge 
of [Greek: epi, "over"] his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? * Blessed is that slave 
whom his master finds so doing when he comes. “ Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of 
[epi, "over"] all his possessions." 


These are the overcomers who will reign with Christ in the Tabernacles Age for a thousand years. They will be put in 
a position of rulership OVER "his servants" as well as OVER "his possessions." God's servants are the believers, while 
the faithful stewards represent the overcomers. Next Jesus speaks of those who misuse their positions of authority and 
oppress the people in this present life: 


45 But if that slave says in his heart, "My master will be a long time in coming," and begins to beat the 
slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; “° the master of that slave will come 
on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour he does not know, and will cut [Greek: dichotomeo, 
“to cut up by scourging"] him in pieces, and assign him a place [Greek: autos meros, "his portion"] with the 
unbelievers." 


We apologize for the poor translation of this verse done by the New American Standard translators, who did not 
understand what Jesus was saying here. Their lack of understanding made them translate Jesus' words to say that these 
servants, or slaves, of God would be cut in half. Instead, Jesus was referring to the judgment of scourging, mentioned 
in the next verse. The Greek word, dichotomeo, does not mean to chop someone in half or into pieces. It means to cut 
by means of a whip. 


Also, Jesus told Peter that such lawless Christians would be judged at the same time as the unbelievers. He will "assign 
him his portion WITH (meta, "with, after, among") the unbelievers." 


This does not mean that Christians will lose their salvation, nor does it mean they receive the same reward or judgment 
as unbelievers. They will be "saved yet so as by fire," while the unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fire. The 
fire is the same only in that it represents judgment of the divine law, as we will explain shortly. The law mandates that 
the judgment always fit the crime. Some are only worthy of scourging, while others are judged with more serious 
offenses. Jesus explains this "scourging" further in the next verses: 


47 And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall 
receive many lashes, ** but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will 
receive but few. And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom 
they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 


This is not talking about nonbelievers, as if to teach that the very wicked will be given hotter flames in hell than the 
ordinary non-Christian. No, this is talking about God's servants, or slaves. They are believers who, because of their 
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attitude of lawlessness and their oppression of others in this life, will be held accountable for their works at the same 
time that the wicked are judged. 


The Christians who knew better, but actively refused to be obedient to the law of God will receive a greater degree of 
judgment than those who did not know God's will and sinned out of ignorance. There are many Christians who are 
ignorant of God's law, simply because they have never heard it taught in church. Thus, they often violate it 
unknowingly—not because they have a wicked heart. 


Scourging, or flogging, was a judgment in the divine law for misdemeanors. It was strictly limited to forty lashes 
(Deut. 25:1-3). The number of lashes was supposed to be dispensed according to the seriousness of the sin. Yet it was 
a form of punishment that was concluded rather quickly, as opposed to other types of crime, such as theft. When a 
thief was caught stealing, he was to pay at least double restitution and if he did not have the money to repay his victim, 
he was to be sold as a slave for a set amount of time. Such slaves might have to work for many years, if the sin-debt 
was great. 


At the Great White Throne, God will judge the lawless believers quickly, treating them much like rebellious children 
in need of a brief but effective whipping. This will be their judgment of "fire." Of course, whether God implements 
literal flogging, or whether this merely establishes the principle by which God will judge Christians as rebellious 
children, we leave it in the hands of the most capable Judge. God will correct them by the perfect judgment of His 
perfect law. 


Jesus concluded His parable with the words, 
4° T have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! 


The "fire" here is the fiery law, applied specifically as a the flogging in the previous verses. Fire is the biblical symbol 
of the judgments of God's law. Deuteronomy 33:2 speaks of God's "fiery law" that He gave us at Mount Sinai. In 
Jeremiah 23:29 God says, "Js not My word like fire?" It is always the divine law that God uses to judge mankind, for 
that is His standard of sin and righteousness (1 John 3:4; Romans 7:7). In Daniel 7:9 and 10 the prophet saw God's 
throne as a fire, from which "a fiery stream" issued forth to judge the people. A throne is a symbol of law, and when 
the monarch sits upon the throne to judge the people, it signifies that he is ruling and judging the people according to 
the law. 


It is therefore very appropriate that God came down upon Mount Sinai and manifested Himself only by FIRE when 
He gave His law to the people. That this is not to be taken literally is proven by the fact that one must search in vain 
throughout the law to find any sin that was worthy of torture in a literal fire. The worst punishment that could be 
dispensed in the divine law was to burn or cremate the dead body of one who was executed, so as to prevent an 
honorable burial. This actually occurred with Achan in Joshua 7:25 after he had been stoned. 


In Luke 12:49 quoted earlier, Jesus was not anxious to burn the earth with fire, but restore it with the baptism of fire. 
He takes no pleasure in destroying or torturing sinners. He was, however, anxious that the divine law be implemented 
and enforced in the earth, because, as Isaiah 26:9 says, "For when the earth experiences Thy judgments, the 
inhabitants of the world learn righteousness." This is the purpose of divine judgment. It is to teach and correct, not to 
destroy. This is why Jesus expressed His yearning to see this divine fire come upon the earth. It was because He loved 
the world (John 3:16) and longed to see it restored, as the prophets have all foretold. 


The Parable of the Talents 
Jesus told a parable in Matthew 25:14-30 that sheds more light on the differences in rewards that believers will 
receive. In the parable, the man (representing Jesus Himself) traveled into a far country. That is, Jesus ascended to 


heaven. Before leaving, the man entrusted varying amounts of money to his servants (Christians), telling them to do 
business with the money until his return. 
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He gave one man five "talents," another two, and another just one talent. A talent in biblical days was over a hundred 
pounds of silver. The servants were to use the money while the man was gone to buy and sell and increase the money 
through lawful business transactions. When he returned, the man entrusted with five talents had made another five, 
while the one entrusted with two had made another two. The servant who had been given just one talent of silver 
decided that it was not worth the risk to invest the money. He buried it, or hid it, and made no increase. 


The master then gave rewards to the servants according to the measure of their success in trading. The servant who 
buried his talent received no reward at all. In fact, his talent was then given to the most profitable servant. In verse 21, 
the man then told his profitable servants: 


21 His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will 
put you in charge of [Greek: epi, "over"] many things, enter into the joy of your master." 


It is apparent from this that not every Christian and not every overcomer will receive the same reward. The rewards 
will be according to our works. Immortality itself, of course, will be the same for all, for this reward comes to those 
who are justified by faith. Even the servant (Christian) who hid the money entrusted to him will not lose his reward of 
immortality, for that is not based upon one's works. Yet he certainly would lose the reward of being entrusted with 
rulership over many things. In other words, he would lose the first resurrection and not receive life in the Age of 
Tabernacles, which follows the current Pentecostal Age. 


While this particular parable does not reveal much about the two resurrections, it does establish the principle of 
differing rewards for God's servants. The rewards are described in terms of rulership, being put "in charge of many 
things." In the related parable in Luke 19, Jesus puts it in terms of ruling over CITIES. Therefore, we believe it is safe 
to say that this parable is talking about the overcomers who will reign with Christ during the Age of Tabernacles (Rev. 
20:4-6). 


The Resurrection of the Righteous 


We have already seen from Luke 12:42-44 that those who will be made rulers in God's household are those who are 
faithful and wise stewards, people who do not abuse their positions of authority in this present age. In order to 
distinguish such people from the other believers (Christians), we call them overcomers. Others call them the remnant, 
or the elect. What we call them is not important, so long as we understand that there are two categories of Christian 
believers mentioned in the Scriptures. 


In Luke 14:12-14 Jesus spoke a parable regarding the first resurrection and those who would inherit it: 


12 And He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you 
in return, and repayment come to you. ' But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, '4 and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. " 


Jesus says nothing in this parable about the general resurrection of ALL the dead, but only “the resurrection of the 
righteous." This identifies it as the FIRST resurrection. The lesson here is that in order to be an overcomer that inherits 
the first resurrection, one must show qualities of unconditional love, of giving with no thought of receiving in return. 
The principle is simple, even if its outworking might prove to be more difficult, depending on how much of our 
substance God asks us to give. 


Did the First Resurrection Already Occur? 


There are some that hold the view that the first resurrection has already occurred at the time of Jesus' resurrection. In 
support of this position, they quote Matthew 27:50-54, 
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50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. ^! And behold, the veil of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were split, *’ and the 
tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; *° and coming out 
of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. *4 Now the 
centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and 
the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 


Matthew is the only Gospel writer who mentions this event. There are few details given, and so we are left with many 
unanswered questions. First, the way it is recorded, it is hard to say if this occurred at the time of His crucifixion or 
later at the time of his resurrection. Matthew seems at first to place this resurrection at the time of Jesus' death when 
the veil was rent in two. Then next he seems to say they arose "after His resurrection." 


As for the earthquakes, Matthew 27:54 makes it quite clear that a quake struck at the time of Jesus’ death on the cross, 
but in Matthew 28:2 we are told that another quake (or aftershock) occurred at His resurrection. The other Gospel 
writers say nothing at all about earthquakes. 


It is difficult to believe that the dead would be raised at the time of Jesus' death. One would think that, if anything, 
they would be raised with Christ on the third day. And if they were indeed raised from the dead, we must ask if ALL 
the overcomers were resurrected, or just "many," (Greek: polus) as the text indicates. Why did Matthew not tell us that 
"all" (Greek: pas) of the Old Testament saints were raised? He certainly could have used this word, since he used it a 
few verses earlier in Matthew 27:45, saying that "all the land" was covered in darkness." 


Matthew says that "many" saints were raised and appeared to "many" in Jerusalem. The Greek word is the same in 
both cases. It is certain that these saints did not appear to "all" in Jerusalem, and so it is apparent that neither were 
"all" the saints raised. This was no doubt a limited resurrection of saints that had been buried near the vicinity of 
Jerusalem, rather than a general resurrection of all the saints of the Old Testament who had died around the world. 


Our second question is if they were raised to immortality, or were raised for a short period of time for only that day. 
It is certainly a fairly common view, even in the early Church that all the Old Testament saints were raised from the 
dead when Jesus was raised from the tomb, and that these saints went to heaven with Jesus when He ascended. Along 
with this, it is generally taught that the "cloud" that received Jesus at His ascension was the "cloud of witnesses" (Heb. 
12:1). 


On the other hand, Peter said in his Pentecostal sermon in Acts 2:29, 


2 Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 


Peter seems to know nothing about David being raised from the dead. Though he cites David's own prophecy of his 
ultimate resurrection, Peter applies the Scripture only to Christ and His resurrection. It seems strange that if David 
himself had just been raised from the dead and had ascended with Christ 40 days later that Peter would have missed 
so great an opportunity to tell the people of this great witness to the Messiahship of Jesus. Why did not Peter and the 
other New Testament writers give more attention to this very important miraculous sign? 


Were the Old Testament saints perfected before the New Testament saints, contrary to what Hebrews 11:40 seems to 
tell us—"that apart from us they [Old Testament saints] should not be made perfect?" Would the writer of the book 
of Hebrews have failed even to mention this resurrection of Old Testament saints? It hardly seems plausible. 


Revelation 6:9-11 likewise raises questions about this resurrection. 


? And when He broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; '° and they cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain from judging and 
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avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" " And there was given to each of them a white 
robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, should be completed also. 


Why are these souls "underneath the altar," rather than enjoying the benefits of heaven? We know that the priest was 
to pour the blood of the sacrifice under the altar and that the soul (Heb. nephesh) is in the blood (Lev. 17:11-14). In 
Isaiah 53:12 the prophet foretells of Jesus' sacrifice of Himself on the Cross, saying (KJV), “he hath poured out his 
soul [Heb. nephesh] unto death." Here the soul is said to be poured out, but it is through the agency of the blood. 
Hence, the souls under the altar are portrayed as being martyrs sacrificed as the body of Christ. Their souls are under 
the altar, even as the blood was poured upon the ground under the altar in the temple. But the real question pertinent 
to our discussion is this: Why are these souls not enjoying heaven? Why are the white robes given only a consolation 
to them until a future time of redemption? Is it because regardless of whether or not these saints are in heaven having 
the white robes (of immortality and righteousness), they still have not received their final reward, which is the Feast 
of Tabernacles? We believe so, and this will be explained in chapter seven. 


Meanwhile, however, we must ask ourselves why there are souls in Revelation 6 who are yet "under the altar," or 
under the ground where the law puts the blood (soul). Are these souls limited to the New Testament saints that have 
been martyred as a sacrifice? If so, can the Old Testament saints be perfected apart from them? 


Revelation 20:4—6, speaking of the first resurrection, says nothing about the resurrection in Matthew 27, which (if a 
true resurrection) would have been the first resurrection and limited to the Old Testament saints. Instead, verse 4 
speaks more of the New Testament martyrs than merely those of the Old Testament era. It includes "the souls of those 
who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus" as well as those not receiving the mark of the beast. While 
both descriptions certainly might be taken to include the saints of the Old Testament, the description is clearly in terms 
of the New Testament saints. 


So Matthew's account is more perplexing than informative. It was nothing more than a very limited resurrection of a 
few people—perhaps of those who had only recently died. It was not a major enough sign of Jesus' Messiahship to 
watrant more than the passing mention by just one of the apostles. We are compelled to conclude that the "first 
resurrection" of Revelation 20 does not fit the description of the raising of the dead in Matthew 27. Regardless of what 
happened in Matthew 27, we cannot conclude that the Old Testament saints fulfilled the prophecy of the first 
resurrection, nor can we say that they received their final reward prophesied in the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Revelation 22:12 tells us, 


12 Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what 
he has done. 


This is a reference to Isaiah 40:10, which says, 


10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with 
Him, and His recompense before Him. 


In Jesus’ parable of the talents, He speaks of giving rewards to His servants when He returns, not when He was about 
to leave. When He gave the talents to the servants, this was not meant to be their reward. They were only stewards of 
this money, and their later reward was based upon what they did with the money while He was gone. Nor can we say 
that they received their rewards while He was yet gone. No one received his reward until He returned. 


On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, God gave gifts unto men. This was not the final reward. This was like the man who 
gave the talents to his servants, expecting them to invest the money and increase it during the Age of Pentecost. Then 
when He returns, He expects to see an increase from each of the servants. Only at this point are the actual rewards 
given to the servants. 
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Whatever we might say about the state of the dead believers who have lived and died, we cannot say that they have 
received their rewards yet. This is reserved for the time of the resurrection. The perfection must await the day when 
the full corporate body of Christ has been born in the earth. God is doing a corporate work here, and men are not going 
to be perfected one at a time in a piecemeal fashion. This was why the stones of Solomon's temple were cut and 
prepared away from the temple site itself (1 Kings 6:7), and when all was ready, the stones were placed upon each 
other. In the same manner, God has been preparing the living stones of His temple for thousands of years, and they 
will be placed together in unity at the last day. 


The reward that Christ brings with Him is ultimately the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. The purpose of 
creation itself was for the Father to glorify Himself in earth. He gave Adam a glorified body—spiritual flesh, as it 
were—but Adam lost this inheritance when he sinned. God is in the process of restoring that which was lost in Adam. 
For a Christian to die and go to heaven to live in a spiritual existence does not fulfill the ultimate purpose of God for 
us. Some believe that man goes to heaven at death, while others believe that all men sleep until the resurrection. This 
doctrinal dispute is not really relevant to our present discussion, because either way we contend that the Feast of 
Tabernacles cannot be fulfilled until we receive spiritual flesh like Jesus had after His resurrection. (This was also 
manifested in His transfiguration on the mount.) 


But we must reserve this subject for a later chapter when we deal with that feast. Meanwhile, let us merely draw the 
conclusion that the Old Testament saints have not yet received their reward, even as we have not. The first resurrection 
has not yet occurred. The events in Matthew 27 may be a raising from the dead, but we cannot assume that they were 
raised to immortality. Certainly, they did not receive their ultimate reward. 


So then, what DID happen when Jesus was crucified? There is no way to prove any viewpoint positively. But we do 
know that in the Scriptures there are examples of people who have been raised from the dead, but who did not receive 
immortality. They were raised to life in a limited sense of resurrection. For example, Lazarus was raised from the dead 
in John 11, but early Church history records that he died later as a missionary in Marseilles, France. His tomb is still 
with us to this day. 


Matthew does not tell us who was raised from the dead that day. Many assume that it was all the Old Testament saints. 
But Matthew only says that "many" arose, not all, and he says that they appeared unto "many." We are given no names, 
such as Abraham, David, or Isaiah. Such views are based purely upon assumption. In fact, how would men have known 
it was Abraham or David? There were no photographs or paintings of them. The only way to know which saint had 
been resurrected is if the saint had personally identified himself to them. However, Matthew merely says that they 
"appeared to many." It would seem that such an astounding event would have been recorded by more than just one 
gospel writer, and that we would be given more specific details. 


It is almost as though the people raised were recognizable to those who were alive at the time—perhaps because they 
had known them personally before they died. It seems most likely that a number of godly people who had recently 
died were resurrected to a mortal existence as a witness of Jesus' resurrection. These lived again for a time, and then 
later died, as did Lazarus. 


Hymenaeus and Philetus 


Some in the early Church believed that the first resurrection had already occurred. No doubt they based their belief 
and teaching on the resurrection mentioned in Matthew 27. The Apostle Paul mentions two such men in 2 Timothy 
2:17 and 18: 


17 And their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, !* men who have 
gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and thus they upset the 
faith of some. 


Paul tells Timothy that such teaching had overthrown some people's faith, and he likens it to "gangrene." So what 
exactly were Hymenaeus and Philetus teaching in the Church? Were they teaching that Jesus’ resurrection had already 
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taken place? No, for Paul would have agreed with them in this. Were they teaching that the general resurrection of the 
dead had already occurred at the great white throne judgment? Probably not, for it would have been self-evident to 
these men that they themselves had not yet been raised to stand before God at the judgment. There were still many 
sinners in the world who had not been brought to justice. It is unlikely that very many Christians could have been 
convinced to believe such a foolish doctrine. 


Did these men believe like the Sadducees that there was no resurrection at all? Obviously not, because Paul says that 
they did believe in the resurrection of the dead; but that it had already occurred in the past. 


Finally, this passage shows that Paul himself did not believe—as some teach—that the resurrection is merely one's 
salvation experience. If resurrection occurs the moment one is justified by faith, then for all believers, the resurrection 
must have already occurred in the past. If that were indeed the case, then Hymenaeus and Philetus would have been 
correct in asserting that the resurrection were already past. 


Whatever we make of all this, there is one thing that seems certain. The resurrection had not already occurred prior to 
the time Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy (no earlier than 64 A.D.). This means that whatever happened at Jesus’ 
death or resurrection, the first resurrection had not yet occurred. Matthew 27 does not record the time of the first 
resurrection. Nor were Hymenaeus and Philetus correct in their view that the resurrection had already occurred. 


The Purpose of a Bodily Resurrection 


As we said earlier, some believe that the resurrection, or at least the FIRST resurrection, is merely the life that a 
Christian receives when he is justified by faith. To support this view, they cite scriptures exhorting us to "die daily" 
(1 Cor. 15:31) or to be raised in "newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). This view attempts to deny the bodily resurrection of 
the dead in favor of a more spiritualized view. 


On an individual, personal level we are indeed to "die daily" and be raised with Christ daily. But this is only a type 
and shadow of resurrection—not the resurrection itself. Our justification by faith imputes righteousness and life to us, 
but this is not the same as actually being raised from the dead. Throughout the Bible, the resurrection of the dead is 
spoken of as a future event, not as something that is presently enjoyed. Paul wrote an entire chapter on this subject in 
1 Corinthians 15, because there were people in his day who denied the resurrection as well. Paul bases his entire 
argument upon the fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead, proving that the dead are indeed raised, and proving 
that resurrection means coming back to life even as Jesus was raised. 


Those who hold an opposing view often ask, "why would anyone want to come back into a physical body, once they 
have left this body and have been given a spiritual body in heaven?" 


This is not a new question, of course. The Pharisees and Sadducees had a running debate on this subject during Jesus' 
day. Paul had been of the school of the Pharisees and no doubt had been well schooled in the arguments from both 
sides. Though Paul was later converted to Christianity, he never deviated from the basic view of the Pharisees that 
there would be a literal resurrection of the dead. If he had changed his mind, his letter to the Corinthians would have 
been quite different. However, the resurrected body will not be Adamic flesh, but spiritual flesh. 


The Sadducees were influenced greatly by Greek philosophy. The spiritualizing of resurrection has its roots in the 
Greek world view, whereas the idea of the bodily resurrection has its roots in the Hebrew world view. If we go back 
to the beginning and study the foundations of these views, we can come to the truth of the matter. 


Before the world was created, God ruled a perfect universe by His sovereign power. Because all things were made by 
Him (John 1:3), there was a time when physical material did not exist. All that existed was spiritual. Then at some 
point God began to create the universe. At each stage of development, God pronounced His creation "good" (Gen. 
1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). When it was finished, He pronounced it all “very good" (Gen. 1:31). This is the biblical view 
of creation that sets the tone for the entire plan of God for the earth. Any view that deviates from this foundation, and 
anyone who teaches matter to be inherently evil, is teaching from a Greek perspective, not from a biblical, Hebraic 
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perspective. Unfortunately, after the early Church was scattered by persecution into the world of Greek philosophy, it 
did not take long for the Church to forget the Hebrew view of creation. This affected many Christian doctrines in later 
years. 


The Greek philosophers taught that spirit was good and that matter was evil. They taught that the body was a prison 
for the "spiritual soul," and that the only means of escaping the evil of this physical existence was for the flesh to die, 
so that the spiritual soul could be set free. This incorrect view of the physical creation caused some Christians to teach 
that Jesus Christ did not really manifest in the flesh, because in their view a good God could never manifest Himself 
in evil flesh. Consequently, John addressed this view in the first part of his gospel and again in his letters. He says 
specifically, "and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14). He said further that anyone who denied 
that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh was not of God, but of that "antichrist" spirit (1 John 4:3). 


In other words, this view of matter and spirit is a prime issue that lies at the heart of the difference between the Greek 
and Hebrew religions. One's view of creation will affect one's view of the end, the purpose of creation, and the goal 
of history. 


The Earth's Baptism of Fire 


The earth has a distinct purpose for its existence. Though sin has INVADED the creation, sin is not an eternally 
intrinsic part of the material creation. It is a temporary condition, which the work of Jesus overthrows. The goal of 
history is to eradicate all sin and death (1 Cor. 15:26) and replace it with that which is of God, until finally God is "all 
in all" (1 Cor. 15:28). 


The earth is not destined to be destroyed or burned up entirely by fire, as some have interpreted 2 Peter 3:7-10, where 
Peter compares the final judgment of fire with the judgment of water in Noah's day: 


7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men. ê But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. ° The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance. !° But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a roar and the elements [Greek: stoicheion, "first or primary principles] will be destroyed with intense 
heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 


In Genesis 6:17 God told Noah that a flood was coming to remove the breath (Heb. ruach, "spirit") of life from all 
flesh. After the flood, we read in Genesis 8:1 that God sent a wind (Heb. ruach, "Spirit") into the earth, and the waters 
receded. This was a highly prophetic statement, for it signified that God would overcome the problem by sending forth 
His Spirit. Noah then sent out the dove three times, signifying three historic moments when God would send forth His 
Spirit to indwell mankind once again. These three historic occasions were: (1) at Sinai, when the Spirit of God came 
down as fire to give the law to Israel; (2) at Jerusalem in the upper room, when the earnest of the Spirit actually came 
to the 120 disciples at Pentecost in Acts 2; and (3) at the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, when the first group 
of believers—the overcomers—will experience the fullness of His Spirit. 


Then in Genesis 9 God made a covenant with Noah, his sons, and with the whole earth, stating that He would never 
again destroy the earth by water. Many teach that this means God will destroy the earth by fire the next time. However, 
this undermines the entire intent of God's covenant. It was an unconditional covenant with the whole earth, signified 
by the rainbow, in which God promised never to DESTROY the earth. In later years, God stated His intention that His 
glory would fill the whole earth. (See Num. 14:21; Isaiah 6:3 and 11:9; Ps. 72:19; Hab. 2:14). 


This shows that there is a second flood coming. It is not a flood of water, but a flood of the Holy Spirit that will cover 
the earth as the waters cover the sea. This will be a baptism of fire, not for the purpose of destruction, but to create a 
new heavens and a new earth. It will destroy sin and all evil. It will search out and purify all things, so that the purpose 
for creation may be fulfilled. 
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1 Peter 3:10 (quoted earlier) tells us that the "elements" will be burned with fire. The Greek word used is stoicheion, 
which is a bit difficult to translate, because it was used differently in the philosophical circles of the day. However, 
Paul used this word in Colossians 2:8 to describe the basic principles of the world's philosophies, calling them the 
traditions of men: 


8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elementary principles [stoicheion] of the world, rather than according 
to Christ. 


Paul uses the term again in Colossians 2:20 in the same manner. In other words, the basic assumptions of the world's 
philosophies and teachings will be tried by fire and burned up, in order that they might be replaced by a new divine 
order of the Kingdom of God. Such basic assumptions as atheism, materialism, and evolution will be eradicated totally 
from science vocabulary. Only truth will be taught, for in that day truth will be known and understood fully. 


The earth is destined to be filled with the fire of God, which is His life, His character, and His very being. The purpose 
of God has always been to manifest Himself in the physical creation, so that He receives glory not only in the spiritual 
dimension (the heavens) but also in matter itself. The goal is for God's kingdom to come to earth, and for God's will 
to be done "in earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10). The crescendo of this goal is for God to manifest Himself in 
man, who was created of the dust of the ground, whose name (Adam) means "earthy." 


Man is a microcosm of the earth itself, a little earth. It is God's purpose to manifest Himself in man specifically and 
in the earth generally. This is why He seeks to pour out His Spirit upon "all flesh" (Joel 2:28). It is the beginning of 
this manifestation of God in the material creation of the earth. Resurrection into a physical body that is fit for the 
fullness of His Spirit is the ultimate purpose and reason for creation. 


If we proceed from the viewpoint that all things were created "very good," and that sin and death have invaded creation, 
then we have laid a proper foundation of truth and can begin to understand the overall plan of God. The plan is to 
restore all things, not to destroy all things. The plan is for all things to be placed under the rulership of Jesus Christ, 
not to retreat to heaven and leave the rest of creation to the devil. The plan is to resurrect the dead into a perfected, 
restored body that is after the pattern of Jesus' own resurrected body. It is NOT to leave the physical existence and 
retreat to a purely spiritual body in heaven. 


The Greeks taught that the earth was a springboard to heaven; the Hebrews taught that heaven was a springboard to 
the earth. In other words, the goal is not to escape matter and go to heaven in a spiritual form; it is rather that God 
created matter in order to manifest Himself on this level, in this physical plane. Heaven is thus coming to earth in what 
is called the kingdom of heaven—that is, the kingdom FROM heaven. As for the overcomers, "Thou hast made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth." (Rev. 5:10). 


Those who redefine resurrection to mean "becoming a Christian" or "going to heaven when you die" have missed the 
bigger picture of God's purpose for creation. While there is certainly a spiritual application of the concept of 
resurrection, we must not use the application to define the term itself. 


In a later section we will expound more fully on this topic, because ultimately the purpose of the Feast of Trumpets 
(i.e., the resurrection) is to re-embody the dead in order to allow them to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. In the 
fulfillment of that final feast, all will be "changed" into the likeness of Jesus Christ after His resurrection. The Spirit 
of God will then fully saturate human flesh in a manner not seen since Jesus appeared to His disciples after His 
resurrection. At that point—like Jesus—we will exercise authority in both heaven and earth—that is, in the spiritual 
and in the physical world. We will have the ability to move in both realms at will, even as Jesus did, because we are 
both the sons of man and the sons of God. Only then will the purpose for creation be realized. 
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Chapter 3: The Day of Atonement and Jubilee 


The Day of Atonement was a day of fasting and repentance held once each year on the tenth day of the seventh month 
(Lev. 23:27). This was nine days after the Feast of Trumpets: 


27 On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be a holy convocation 
for you, and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by fire to the LORD. 7° Neither shall 
you do any work on this same day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make atonement on your behalf 
before the LORD your God. 


This was a day of humbling one's soul. This was a Hebrew idiom that meant "fasting." This day is mentioned a number 
of times in the Scriptures, including Isaiah's commentary on the Day of Atonement in Isaiah 58. The prophet tells us 
that the true underlying purpose for the Day of Atonement is not to be so much a day of fasting from food, but a day 
of setting people free and feeding the hungry. In other words, it is the Jubilee, to set the captives free. 


The ceremonial ritual of the two goats that the priests did each year on the Day of Atonement is recorded in Leviticus 
16. However, because we will deal with this more fully in Chapter 10, regarding "The Two Works of Christ," we will 
defer that part of the study until later. Meanwhile, we will focus upon the Jubilee portion of this day and how the 
Jubilee trumpet came to be blown on the Day of Atonement in the fiftieth year. 


Every 49 years the Day of Atonement was to be replaced by the blowing of the trumpet of the Jubilee. Instead of 
mourning and fasting, it was to be a day of rejoicing and jubilation. So we read in Leviticus 25:8-13, 


8 You are also to count off seven sabbaths of years for yourself, seven times seven years, so that you have 
the time of the seven sabbaths of years, namely, forty-nine years. ° You shall then sound a ram's horn 
abroad on the tenth day of the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall sound a horn all 
through your land. ' You shall thus consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim a release through the land 
to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, and each of you shall return to his own property , and 
each of you shall return to his family. '! You shall have the fiftieth year as a jubilee; you shall not sow, 
nor reap its aftergrowth, nor gather in from its untrimmed vines. | For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to 
you. You shall eat its crops out of the field. 


13 On this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his own property. 


This is the basic law of the Day of Atonement and of the Jubilee. Time was divided into seven-year "weeks." Every 
seventh year was a sabbath land rest, where no one was to sow or reap the fields. All the people had a year off to 
pursue more important matters. All debts were released during that year, because there was no income with which to 
make payments on debt. Yet the sabbath year did not release the debts permanently, for they had to continue making 
debt payments in the eighth year and beyond. 


The Jubilee year was different. It came at the end of seven sabbath years, at the end of 49 years. The sabbath year 
ended in the autumn on the Feast of Trumpets, and then ten days into the 50" year the Jubilee trumpet was to be blown. 
This signaled a permanent release of all unpaid debts. All who had lost their land through debt could return and reclaim 
their inheritance. 


Before we show the prophetic meaning of this day, however, we must first understand its history and that which it 
commemorates. 


The Fiftieth Jubilee from Adam 


God freed Israel from Egypt just prior to the 50" Jubilee from Adam. God's purpose was to give Israel opportunity to 
return to their inheritance in the land of Canaan on the Jubilee. If the twelve spies had given a good report in Numbers 
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13, and if the priest had blown the trumpet of the Jubilee, they would have actually fulfilled that Jubilee festival that 
day, and they could have returned to their property, the land God gave Abraham. Israel would have entered Canaan 
five days later on the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. We believe the Canaanites may have been converted to 
God (rather than conquered by war) in one week. Theoretically, Israel would then have fulfilled Tabernacles by the 
8" day and fully established the kingdom of God upon the earth. 


This was certainly the will of God, for He had told them to enter Canaan; however, it was not God's overall plan at 
that time, for such events could never take place apart from the Cross. That is why the real fulfillment of the feasts 
had to wait for a later time. Even so, the patterns were laid under Moses and are very instructive to us today. 


The first question we must settle in this section is that of timing and purpose. How do we know the twelve spies gave 
their evil report on the 50" Jubilee from Adam? And why was it important that they return to their inheritance in 
Canaan on a Jubilee? For a complete study on the chronology from Adam to Moses, see chapter two of our book, 
Secrets of Time. For now, we will only offer a brief summary. 


Genesis 5 and 11 give us the basic chronology from Adam to Abraham and were designed to establish God's Jubilee 
calendar in man's history. The flood came 1656 years from Adam. Abram was born nearly three centuries later in the 
year 1948 (from Adam). Abram was 100 in 2048 when Isaac was born. And, as we will soon show in more detail, the 
Scriptures show that it was 400 years from the birth of Isaac to the exodus from Egypt in the year 2448. A year anda 
half later, in the autumn, the twelve spies gave their evil report. This was the beginning of the year 2450, because the 
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years up to that time began in the autumn. 


Jubilees are not specifically mentioned until Moses, of course, but in the divine law the Jubilee trumpet was to be 
blown ten days into the 50" year on the Day of Atonement. Israel was given opportunity to declare the Jubilee and 
enter the land at the divinely appointed time, the Jubilee of Jubilees. They did not do so, of course, which delayed the 
fulfillment of Tabernacles to a later time (which God had already planned in advance). Hence, they had to keep it 
yearly as a Day of Atonement, a day of repentance for refusing to enter the inheritance and establish the kingdom of 
God. 


This is not meant to be a complete proof, but a summary of what we have put forth more extensively in the book, 
Secrets of Time. Even so, we feel it important to explain in some detail our assertion that it was 400 years from the 
birth of Isaac to the exodus from Egypt, since most people have been told that Israel spent their entire 400 years in 


Egypt. 


Israel's Inheritance in Canaan 


In Genesis 15, we read that God gave Abram the land of Canaan as his inheritance. He led Abram out of the land of 
the Chaldeans (Babylonia) and brought him to Canaan, where he lived as a "stranger and sojourner" (Gen. 23:4). In 
other words, Abram did not own any land in which he lived, with the exception of the burial cave that he was able to 
purchase when his wife Sarah died. 


Though Abram never inherited the promise, he believed God's promise to him and appropriated it by faith for his 
descendants. God's promise was legalized by a covenant in Genesis 15:7-21, 


7 And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this 
land to possess it." 8 And he said, 'O Lord GOD, how may I know that I shall possess it?" ° So He said 
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to him, "Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, 
and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." !° Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and 
laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. !! And the birds of prey came down upon 
the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. !” Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 


13 And God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is 
not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. ' But I will also judge the 
nation whom they will serve; and afterward they will come out with many possessions. And as for you, 
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16 Then in the fourth 
generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete." 


17 And it came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking 
oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. !® On that day the LORD made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, ''To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the 
great river, the river Euphrates." 


We are told in verse 13 that God intended for Abram's descendants to be “strangers in a land that is not theirs" for 
400 years, before releasing them from bondage to receive their inheritance. Dr. Bullinger's notes on this verse tell us 
in The Companion Bible, "The 400 years date from Isaac's birth (Acts 7:6)." Abram's seed in the biblical sense began 
with Isaac, for God said in Gen. 21:12, "in Isaac shall thy seed be called." Isaac was born as a stranger in Canaan—a 
land that was not his. Like his father, Isaac did not inherit the land of Canaan, though he lived to be 180 years of age 
(Gen. 35:28). 


Abram’'s first son (through his other wife, Hagar) was named Ishmael. Ishmael was 14 years older than Isaac. When 
he learned that he was not to be the promised seed who would be the inheritor of the promises of God, he did what 
anyone that age would do. Out of jealousy and "sibling rivalry," he treated Isaac quite badly. Genesis 21:9 only records 
that Sarah found Ishmael "mocking" (KJV) Isaac. That is, he was laughing at him. But Paul says in Galatians 4:29 
that it was much more serious than what appears on the surface. Speaking of Ishmael, who was "born according to the 
flesh," he says, 


2° But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to 
the Spirit, so it is now also. 


In the ancient text of The Book of Jasher, first published in English in 1840, we read further details of what actually 
transpired between Ishmael and Isaac. Jasher is mentioned in Joshua 10:13 and again in 2 Samuel 1:18. The book of 
Jasher was lost for many years, but in 1613 a very old copy was found in a rabbi's office in Venice, Italy. Ultimately, 
it was translated into English in 1840 and is available today. Its antiquity is apparent, not only by the purity of the 
Hebrew language (attested by its translators and others), but also by the copyist errors that inevitably creep into ancient 
manuscripts over the centuries. In Jasher 21:11—15 we read, 


11 And Ishmael the son of Abraham was grown up in those days; he was fourteen years old when Sarah bare 
Isaac to Abraham. ? And God was with Ishmael the son of Abraham, and he grew up, and he learned to use 
the bow and became an archer. '* And when Isaac was five years old he was sitting with Ishmael at the door 
of the tent. '* And Ishmael came to Isaac and seated himself opposite to him, and he took the bow and drew it 
and put the arrow in it, and intended to slay Isaac. '? And Sarah saw the act which Ishmael desired to do to 
her son Isaac, and it grieved her exceedingly on account of her son, and she sent for Abraham, and said to 
him, Cast out this bondwoman and her son, for her son shall not be heir with my son, for thus did he seek to 
do unto him this day. 


Perhaps the Apostle Paul knew this history. Paul says this historical account is also an allegory, for it was prophetic 
of his own day. The Jewish leaders of his day were "born according to the flesh" and were persecuting the Christians 
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who were "born according to the Spirit." Paul knew this very well, because he himself had been a chief persecutor in 
his early days. 


So when Genesis 15:13 says that Abraham's seed would be "enslaved and oppressed four hundred years," it is 
apparent that this oppression and persecution actually began with Ishmael, the son of Hagar, the Egyptian. It began 
the moment Isaac was born. It merely had two stages of oppression—the first with Ishmael, the half-Egyptian, and the 
second stage many years later, when Israel sojourned in Egypt. 


Isaac and his wife Rebekah had twin sons named Jacob and Esau. These sons were born to them when Isaac was 60 
years old (Gen. 25:26). These were the first 60 years of the 400 years prophesied, where Abram's seed would be 
"strangers in a land that is not theirs." It is important to understand this, because most people assume that the 400 
years did not begin until they actually moved to Egypt. Yet their sojourn in Egypt was merely a secondary phase of 
bondage and sojourning as strangers. In this, the ancient historians are in agreement. 


Jacob was 130 years old when he and his sons moved from Canaan to Egypt (Gen. 47:9). So by the time they arrived 
in Egypt, 190 years had already passed where Abram's descendants were strangers in a land not theirs. This left only 
210 years for their actual sojourn in Egypt. Josephus, the first-century historian, differs with the Apostle Paul by just 
five years. Josephus says they were in Egypt for 215 years and left Egypt 430 years after Abraham came to Canaan 
(Antiquities of the Jews, II, 15, 11), 


"They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus [also known as Abib and Nisan], on the fifteenth day of the lunar 
month; four hundred and thirty years after our forefather Abraham came into Canaan, but two hundred and 
fifteen years only after Jacob removed into Egypt." 
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The Apostle Paul, on the other hand, dates the 430 years from the Covenant with Abram to the Covenant with Moses 
(Gal. 3:17). God covenanted with Abram when he was 70 years old, and five years later he arrived in Canaan at the 
age of 75 (Gen. 12:4). By the time Isaac was born, Abram was 100 years old, and thirty years had already passed since 
the covenant was established. Four hundred years later, then, Israel left Egypt in the Exodus. This was 430 years from 
the Abrahamic Covenant. 


We can forgive Josephus' five-year error, for he at least understood that Israel was not in Egypt itself for the full 400 
years. He says 215 years, but in fact, it was only 210. The details of this are clearly set forth in the ancient book of 
Jasher and do much to clarify the biblical account. Regardless of the slight differences between Josephus and Paul, it 
is apparent that Israel was not in Egypt for the entire 400-year period. 


Jasher says specifically that Israel's sojourn in Egypt was precisely 210 years. Jasher 81:3 and 4 says, 


3? And the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in the land of Egypt in hard labor, was two hundred 
and ten years. * And at the end of two hundred and ten years, the Lord brought forth the children of Israel from 
Egypt with a strong hand. 


Jasher is a very interesting and helpful history book that fills in many details not covered in the biblical record, but 
this is not to say that it should be considered scripture. It is simply a helpful history book that was written thousands 
of years ago, and for our purposes here it testifies that Israel was in Egypt for 210 years. This is important in that it 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 30 of 138 


establishes the year 2448 as the Exodus and the year 2450 (50" Jubilee) as the time Israel was told to enter the land of 
Canaan. 


The Ten Spies' Evil Report 


Israel had been in the wilderness for a full year before their tabernacle was built. It was erected, in fact, on the first 
day of the first month the second year from the exodus (Exodus 40:2). The tabernacle was dedicated in the next twelve 
days, with the prince of each tribe offering sacrifices and other offerings in turn each day. It was fully dedicated by 
the 14" of the month, when the people were to kill the Passover lambs. 


About five weeks later, on the twentieth day of the second month, God began to lead Israel toward the Promised Land 
(Num. 10:11). It was normally an eleven-day journey (Deut. 1:2), but the people made a number of stops along the 
way that summer, which made the trip longer than it would normally have taken. 


Their first stop was at Taberah, where God judged them for their bad attitude (Num. 11:1-3). Later they complained 
about having only manna to eat. Since they wanted flesh to eat, God gave them quail to eat for an entire month (Num. 
11:20) until it made them sick. That place was called Kibroth-hattaavah, "graves of lust." It is apparent that Israel 
spent at least a full month at Taberah, which would account for the entire third month. 


From there Israel went to Hazeroth, about the beginning of the fourth month. While there, Miriam, Moses' sister, 
complained to God about the "Ethiopian" wife he had married. This should be translated Cushite, rather than Ethiopian. 
There were two lands of Cush. The later one, of course, is the land now called Ethiopia, but historians tell us that the 
original land of Cush was in Arabia. In Dr. Bullinger's notes on Num. 12:1 in The Companion Bible, he says, "Arabia 
was in the land of Cush; or Zipporah (Ex. 2:21) may have been of Cushite nationality, though territorially a 
Midianite." The land of Midian was part of Cush in those days. Moses had married Zipporah, the daughter of the priest 
of Midian. Hence, she was called a Cushite. She was not an Israelite, because her ancestry was from Abraham through 
his third wife, Keturah (Gen. 25:1, 2). 


Anyway, the judgment upon Miriam took another week of their time (Num. 12:14). So this could not have ended 
before the middle of the fourth month. More probably, it was well into the fifth month, taking into account travel time 
as well as the normal time it would take such a multitude of people to do their day-to-day business. 


From Hazeroth, the people finally came to the wilderness of Paran (Num. 12:16), not far from Canaan. It was, by 
now, probably the end of the fifth month. Only then did God call for twelve representatives of the tribes to spy out the 
land of Canaan. They would be sent out about the first day of the sixth month and were gone for forty days. This brings 
us to the tenth day of the seventh month, which is the Day of Atonement, or the Jubilee. By now it was the end of 
summer, for the spies brought back samples of the fruits of the ground. We read in Num. 13:20, "Now the time was 
the time of the first ripe grapes." 


There were, of course, three main feasts in Israel, and each had its own firstfruits offerings. Barley was offered after 
Passover, wheat at Pentecost, and the new wine was poured out as a drink offering before the Lord for the seven days 
of the Feast of Tabernacles. For this reason, God says that the Feast of Tabernacles was to be held "after you have 
gathered in from your threshing floor and your wine vat." 


The Day of Atonement was much like a preparation day for the Feast of Tabernacles. It was the day to begin bringing 
the firstfruits of the grapes in order to pour out the drink offerings during the seven days of Tabernacles. The spies, 
then, brought the first ripe grapes to God on the tenth day of the seventh month and gave their report to the people. 
They should have given a good report, full of faith and joy at the prospect of inheriting such a good productive land. 
This should have been their Jubilee. The twelve spies, however, could not agree. Ten of them gave an evil report, 
saying, in Numbers 13:32, 


32 The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all 
the people whom we saw in it are men of great size [giants]. 
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The other two spies, Caleb and Joshua, contradicted them, saying in Numbers 14:9, 
> ... they shall be our prey [literally, "they are food for us"]. Their protection has been removed from them. 
The breakfast of champions—giants. 


Caleb and Joshua were outvoted, and the people believed the evil report of the other ten spies. So the great Jubilee of 
Jubilees was not declared, and from that time forward, God told them to remember it each year as the Day of 
Atonement—a day of mourning, fasting, and repentance for refusing God's Jubilee. This original precedent shows that 
the Day of Atonement is a day of decision, a final examination or test that determines who is an overcomer and who 
is not. It is the Day of Atonement that distinguishes and separates the overcomers from the rest of the believers. 
Ultimately, it determines who is eligible to fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles. 


The Power of Forgiveness 


The Jubilee is all about forgiveness. The law itself speaks of the cancellation and forgiveness of DEBTS on this day, 
but in the Bible, all sin is reckoned as a debt. If a man stole a thousand dollars, the thief normally owed his victim two 
thousand dollars (Exodus 22:4). His sin was reckoned as a debt, according to biblical justice. And so the New 
Testament writers speak of debts as the equivalent of sin. For example, in the Lord's Prayer, we read in Matthew 6:12, 
"And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors." In Luke 11:4, it reads, "And forgive us our sins, for 
we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us." 


The Jubilee is not only about forgiveness of monetary debts, but also of sins. Those who sin against their neighbors 
are considered debtors to their victims in the eyes of God and His law. All victims of injustice are creditors and have 
certain rights before the law of God. If they cry unto God for justice, God will hear. Exodus 22:22 and 23 says of 
widows and orphans, 


22 You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. ” If you afflict him at all, and if he does cry out to Me, I 
will surely hear his cry. 


In God's law, only the victims have the right to forgive sin. The judge has no such right. If a thief is convicted of 
stealing a thousand dollars from you, the judge has no right to forgive it. He must impose precisely what the law 
specifies. Only you—the victim-—have the right to forgive the sin, if you so desire. 


God has made all men victims of injustice in some manner. All have experienced the injustice of sin. Most men become 
angry and often quite bitter over these injustices. But those who know the heart of God and the character of Jesus 
Christ may learn how to deal with these injustices in a somewhat unusual manner. They understand that God is 
sovereign, and that nothing happens to them, except that God has the knowledge and the power to work it out for their 
good (Romans 8:28). Those who truly believe this are the ones who do not become angry when they are personally 
subjected to injustice. They have learned to forgive those who wrong them and to rejoice when men persecute them. 


These are the overcomers, people who have been called into a higher realm of revelation, knowledge, and 
understanding of God. Some have mistakenly thought that when bad things happen to them, it is because God is angry 
with them or is judging them for something they did wrong. God does bring discipline to us, of course, but often these 
things happen in order that we might become the creditors of the world and heirs of all things. The world has persecuted 
the overcomers in order that they might be the prime inheritors of all nations. 


More than that, the overcomers are people who have experienced the Jubilee. That is, they have learned to release men 
from bondage and the prison house of sin (debt). They have learned not to hold grudges against their persecutors, but 
to rejoice that God has found them worthy to undergo these trials of faith. These are overcomers. The primary 
qualification of an overcomer—one who aspires to attain to the Feast of Tabernacles—is to be a forgiver. One cannot 
come to Tabernacles without first going through the Jubilee. That is the order of the feast days, and this process cannot 
be circumvented. 
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The overcomers are men and women that God intends to put into positions of rulership in His Kingdom. They are able 
to rule without bias and with equality of justice to all, because they have basically the same heart of forgiveness and 
love as Jesus did. More than that, the overcomers have a heart to declare the Jubilee in the earth, which will set the 
nations free in the coming Age of Tabernacles. As creditors, they and they alone retain the lawful right to forgive the 
debt owed to them—and actually have the heart to do so. They have come to understand that the injustices they have 
experienced give them the right to declare the Jubilee—and this resonates in their heart. 


The power of forgiveness will always transcend the power of the grudge. The power of love will always transcend the 
power of sin. Good and evil are not of equal power. God and Satan are not two equal gods in the universe. There is no 
balance of power in the heavens, no eternal coexistence of sin and righteousness. The end of the Bible portrays the 
end of history in this way in Revelation 5:13 and 14, 


13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. ! And the four beasts said, Amen. 


This is the Jubilee, and these are the Jubilee people. They are forgivers. 
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Chapter 4: Jacob's Feast Day Pattern 


Jacob's wilderness journey set a prophetic pattern for his descendants who later came out of Egypt and returned to 
Canaan after 40 years in the wilderness. One can follow the life of Jacob and see the feast days manifested in his 
journey, even though the feasts were not to be formalized into holy days until Israel came out of Egypt. 


Jacob received the birthright and blessing in Beer-sheba, the "well of the oath," and from here he began his journey to 
the house of Laban in Haran. (See Gen. 28:10.) Beer-sheba represents Jacob's Passover experience, wherein he 
obtained the birthright. 


Jacob at Bethel 


From Beer-sheba he went to Luz, the "place of almonds." There Jacob had a remarkable dream, which led him to 
rename the place Bethel, the "house of God." This was Jacob's pentecostal experience. Almonds primarily represent 
watchmen. Almond comes from the Hebrew word shawked, whose root word is shawkad, "to watch or awaken." The 
almond tree was so named because it was one of the first to awaken after its winter sleep. We see this meaning in 
Jeremiah 1:11 and 12, 


u And the word of the LORD came to me saying, ''What do you see, Jeremiah?" And I said, "I see a rod 
of an almond tree [shawked]."" '* Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am watching 
[showked] over My word to perform it." 


God never slumbers or sleeps, but watches over His Word to make certain that it is always fulfilled and understood at 
least by a few. God also calls watchmen such as Jeremiah to be caretakers of His Word. This is also the reason there 
were 22 almonds on the lamp stand in Moses' tabernacle. They signify the watchmen over the Word, which is God's 
light to the world. The number 22 signifies "light" in the Bible, and for this reason the word "light" appears 22 times 
in the Gospel of John. In fact, because there are 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the number 22 is associated with 
the Word, or the light of His Word. 


The lampstand was located in the Holy Place of the Tabernacle, the place of Pentecost. As you recall, the outer court 
was the place of the bronze altar of sacrifice, where the sacrifices were killed. This speaks of the Passover experience 
as we begin our walk toward the full presence of God in the Holy of Holies. Crossing through the second veil into the 
Holy Place (Pentecost) we see the place of the lamp stand and other articles of furniture. In order for a person to be a 
true watchman, such a person must know God on a pentecostal level of experience. He must be filled with the Spirit, 
and not merely justified by faith. The lamp stand was filled with olive oil, by which the lamps burned and gave light 
to the room. 


There is much more that one could say on this subject, but in this present study our purpose is merely to show that 
Jacob's wilderness journey led him to Luz, "almonds," which represents his pentecostal experience. There Jacob had 
a dream in which he saw a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon it (Gen. 28:12). Because people have thought of these "angels" as merely superhuman beings, they have missed 
the message here. Jacob had caught a vision of the essence of the Feast of Tabernacles, wherein we will put off the 
limitations of the flesh and be given the ability to move back and forth between heaven and earth. While this vision 
came as a part of Jacob's Pentecost, it was actually meant to be a foretaste of Tabernacles. 


Jesus Himself alluded to Jacob's vision in John 1:51, when He told Nathanael, 


51 And He said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you shall see the heavens opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 


Jesus here foretold the fulfillment of Jacob's prophetic dream. There would be little point to having angels climb up 
and down a ladder. The significance of the dream is that the day would come when the Feast of Tabernacles would be 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 34 of 138 


fulfilled, and a spiritual "ladder" would be set up between heaven and earth. Those who experience that feast would 
be able to move from spirit to flesh and back to spirit, even as Jesus Himself could do after His resurrection. But if we 
reveal everything here, we will have nothing further to say when we come to our section on the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Getting back to Jacob's dream at Luz, keep in mind that he was sleeping at Luz. That is, he was sleeping in the place 
of "watching." While God needs no sleep, Jacob did. In the realm of Pentecost, the watchmen are still asleep in some 
way. That is, they do not have a full experience with God yet. They have yet to fully "awaken" to who God is and to 
understand the full Word and walk in its full light. 


After he awoke, he made a vow to serve God. Again, this reminds us of Israel's vow to God at the foot of Mount 
Horeb, the place of Israel's first Pentecost. In Exodus 19:8 we are told what all the people vowed, 


8 And all the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do!" And Moses 
brought back the words of the people to the LORD. 


What Jacob did at Luz (Bethel), his descendants did 263 years later at Horeb. This makes it clear that Jacob's 
experience at Bethel is a pentecostal story. 


Why Was Jacob Financially Broke? 


From Bethel, Jacob traveled to Haran, where he worked for his uncle Laban for 20 years. Jacob's parents had sent him 
to Haran not only to escape the wrath of his brother, Esau, but also to find a wife. (Gen. 28:6). Is it not strange, then, 
that Jacob arrived in Haran penniless and had to work seven years first for Leah and then another seven for Rachel? It 
was customary in those days to give a dowry to the bride's father or guardian to seal the contract. Surely Isaac would 
have given Jacob a generous dowry. Yet he was penniless when he arrived in Haran. 


The Bible does not tell us what happened, but we do find an interesting account in the 29 " chapter of the book of 
Jasher. Beginning in verse 30 we read, 


30 And Isaac finished commanding Jacob and blessing him, and he gave him many gifts, together with silver 
and gold, and he sent him away ... and Jacob was seventy-seven years old when he went out from the land of 
Canaan from Beersheba. *' And when Jacob went away to go to Haran, Esau called unto his son Eliphaz and 
secretly spoke to him, saying, Now hasten, take thy sword in thy hand and pursue Jacob and pass before him 
in the road, and lurk for him, and slay him with thy sword in one of the mountains, and take all belonging to 
him and come back ... *° And Eliphaz came near to Jacob and he answered and said unto him, Thus did my 
father command me, and now therefore I will not deviate from the orders which my father gave me; and when 
Jacob saw that Esau had spoken to Eliphaz to employ force, Jacob then approached and supplicated Eliphaz 
and his men saying to him, ” Behold all that I have and which my father and mother gave unto me, that take 
unto thee and go from me, and do not slay me, and may this be accounted unto thee a righteousness. °° And 
the Lord caused Jacob to find favor in the sight of Eliphaz the son of Esau, and his men, and they hearkened 
to the voice of Jacob, and they did not put him to death, and Eliphaz and his men took all belonging to Jacob 
together with the silver and gold that he had brought with him from Beersheba; they left him nothing. 


So Jacob escaped with nothing but his life and stopped in Bethel for the night. If we were to relate Esau's robbery to 
the prophetic patterns—even though this detail is not given in the Bible, we could easily see how this correlates with 
Israel's Red Sea experience on their way to Mount Horeb. Esau was called Edom (Gen. 36:8). Edom means "red." 
Even as Jacob's life was in great danger when Esau's son caught up to him, so also was Israel's life in danger when 
Pharaoh caught up to them at the Red Sea. But in both cases God delivered them. 


Beyond this, the type and shadow tends to break down, because there is no evidence that Pharaoh actually did rob 


Israel of the gold and silver they had been given when they left Egypt. The type and shadow also breaks down because 
Jacob was a man in search of a wife and needed to have a dowry. On the other hand, Israel was the "wife" on her way 
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to Horeb, where God was going to marry her. The dowry in this case was to be given by God in the form of spiritual 
gifts and the earnest of the Spirit. 


For this reason, I believe, God saw fit not to include this particular detail in the story of Jacob's journey. Nonetheless, 
it is of historical interest to us, and in its own way supports the overall parallel between Jacob's wilderness journey 
and that of Israel. 


Jacob in Haran 


Jacob arrived at Haran, and when he met Rachel, he "lifted up his voice and wept" (Gen. 29:11). Why? Because he 
was so happy to see her? No, Jasher 30:9 says, "Jacob continued to cry because he had nothing with him to bring to 
the house of Laban." When Jacob met Rachel, it was apparently love at first sight, and he knew perhaps by divine 
revelation that she was the one he was to marry. However, having nothing to give her father for a dowry must have 
made him very unhappy. 


Jacob then agreed to work for Laban for seven years as a substitute for a dowry for Rachel. At the end of seven years, 
Laban gave him Leah instead. Leah was Rachel's twin sister (Jasher 28:28), so Jacob did not know that he was marrying 
Leah instead of Rachel until the following morning. When Jacob confronted Laban about this, Laban gave the excuse 
that Leah was older and had to be given in marriage before the younger could be married. Laban then promised Jacob 
that he could also marry Rachel the following week, if he would agree to work for him another seven years. This he 
did. 


Leah and Rachel represent two levels of love relationship. Leah was certainly the lawful wife of Jacob, but Jacob 
loved Rachel. In types and shadows, we find that Christians, too, have different relationships with Christ. Some are 
merely lawful Christians, in that they have gone through the steps of justification by faith. Others have a love 
relationship with Christ. 


To put it another way, there are two words in the New Testament (Greek language) that are translated "love." One is 
phileo, or "brotherly love," and the other is agape, or "divine love." Brotherly love is good, but it is the sort of love 
that brothers and sisters have while they are young. It is a 50/50 relationship, a judicial love, where they learn how to 
respect the rights and property of their brothers. On the other hand, divine love is the pure, mature love that is 
unconditional. It is a love where neither husband and wife demand their rights, but seek how they may better meet the 
needs of their spouse. 


This is the difference between Leah and Rachel. These different relationships with Jacob teach us also the difference 
between the Christian and the overcomer. 


Insofar as Jacob is the classic overcomer and shows us how God trains people to be overcomers, we can see in this 
story how the overcomers-in-training attain first to the legal (fear) relationship with God, and later attain a true love 
relationship that casts out all fear. Learning to love is to move into higher levels of maturity in Christ. 


Jacob's bondage to Laban may have seemed oppressive to Jacob, but God had ordained this bondage in order to teach 
him some valuable lessons—and to provide us with the proper types and shadows of Pentecost. Jacob was in bondage 
to learn to be a servant, because this was the essence of his pentecostal training that had begun with his "Bethel" 
experience. 


Many years later, the nation of Israel was called out of Egypt into a wilderness to learn obedience to the voice and 
laws of God. Pentecost is a time when we learn how to be God's obedient servants. We learn to hear the voice of God, 
and to hear is to obey. It is not a feast wherein we rule and prosper, but a feast in which we learn obedience by the 
things that we suffer (Heb. 5:8). 


Even so, Pentecost is also a time where we are called to develop the vision or dream of Tabernacles, even as Jacob 
dreamed of that experience at Bethel. The foretaste of the feast of Tabernacles is given at the beginning. For this 
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reason, Israel's first stop in the wilderness was at Succoth ("Booths" or "Tabernacles"), and the people were told to 
dwell in booths during their long sojourn in the wilderness (Lev. 23:43). That is, they were to live in booths as a 
constant reminder that their home was not in the wilderness under the Feast of Passover or under the Feast of Pentecost. 
Their hope was in the Feast of Tabernacles, their true promised land. 


Working for Laban was the equivalent (in the Biblical types) to Israel's dwelling in booths in the wilderness. How do 
we know? As we will see later, oil of frankincense is another Biblical type of the anointing of Tabernacles. The Hebrew 
word for frankincense is lebonaw. The root word is laban, which means "white" and speaks in Biblical types of the 
white robe, which is the righteousness of saints (Rev. 19:8), as well as the change of the body such as Jesus portrayed 
in His transfiguration in Matthew 17:2, 


3 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as 
white as light. 


Moses then appeared talking with Jesus, because he, too, had experienced an early Tabernacles on the mount when he 
returned with his face glowing (Exodus 34:29). Elijah also appeared at the same time, because he had experienced 
another portion of the Feast of Tabernacles by being "caught up" in the whirlwind. We will have more to say about 
these individual experiences at the appropriate time. Meanwhile, we are showing that Laban means "white" and 
signifies the hope of Tabernacles even during the servitude of the Feast of Pentecost. 


After 20 years of servitude, Jacob left Laban in the 21 * year to return to Canaan. The timing of his release from 
servitude is very interesting, and perhaps even hints that he was familiar with God's Jubilee calendar. Whether or 


not he knew it is unimportant, however, since we are told specifically that God told Jacob when to leave (Gen. 31:11- 
13). God knew, and so God told him to leave on the 49 ® year of the 45" Jubilee. 


Jacob was born in the year 2107 from Adam. This was in the 43™ Jubilee year. He died 147 years later on the 46" 
Jubilee. Jacob's release from bondage came during the final rest year (49" year) of the 45" Jubilee, and the following 
year returned to Bethel in the 45" Jubilee. The timing of these events in the life of Jacob are underlying proofs that 
Jacob was a pattern overcomer, trained by God, but showing us the path from "Jacob" to "Israel." 


Esau, on the other hand, was Jacob's twin brother and shows us how NOT to be an overcomer. His life is a contrasting 
pattern in his character development. But as the ninth chapter of Romans clearly tells us, God chose Jacob and rejected 
Esau before the children were even born, in order that we might also know that God is sovereign in His choices as to 
who will be an overcomer to rule in His kingdom and who is raised up to be the opposition. The opposition is necessary 
to train the overcomers in faith and love, as we so clearly learn in studying the life of Jacob. 


Jacob at Mahanaim 


After Jacob left Laban's house, he stopped at a place called Mahanaim (Gen. 32:2). The name in Hebrew means "two 
camps." There he heard that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 armed men. Jacob was afraid and divided his 
family, flocks, and herds into two camps (Gen. 32:7). God used the situation to set a very important pattern for the 
fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets, the first of the autumn feasts. 


We have already shown how the Feast of Trumpets is the appointed time for the resurrection of the dead. We have 
also shown how God instructed Moses to make two trumpets. Blowing just one trumpet summoned the rulers of the 
people, while blowing both trumpets summoned the entire congregation (church). And so Jacob divided his household 
into two camps. This prophesies of two resurrections. It also prophesies of a division between the Leah company and 
the Rachel company—that is, the church and the overcomers. 


Genesis 32:1 and 2 also tells us that Jacob was met by angels, God's host. We are given no further details, but it is 
enough to set the prophetic pattern of events at the coming resurrection of the dead. Jude 14 and 15 says, 
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14 And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the 
Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, * to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 


This is, in part, a quotation from Deuteronomy 33:2, which speaks of God coming upon Mount Sinai in fire on that 
first day of Pentecost. 


2 And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount 
Paran, and He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; at His right hand there was flashing 
lightning for them. 


So the hosts of God coming at Mahanaim is an early pattern of God coming upon Mount Sinai, which is, in turn, the 
pattern of the second coming of Christ, as Jude tells us. Jude, however, tells us the purpose of His coming with many 
thousands of His saints, or holy ones. It is "to execute judgment upon all, and to convict the ungodly of all their ungodly 
deeds." Jude might have been familiar with the story of Jacob that is found in the Book of Jasher, for there we find 
more details of the heavenly host that Jacob saw at Mahanaim. Jasher 32:27-33 says, 


27 And the Lord heard the prayer of Jacob on that day, and the Lord then delivered Jacob from the hands of 
his brother Esau. °” And the Lord sent three angels of the angels of heaven, and they went before Esau and 
came to him. ”? And these angels appeared unto Esau and his people as two thousand men, riding upon horses 
furnished with all sorts of war instruments, and they appeared in the sight of Esau and all his men to be divided 
into four camps, with four chiefs to them. *° And one camp went on and they found Esau coming with four 
hundred men toward his brother Jacob, and this camp ran toward Esau and his people and terrified them, and 
Esau fell off the horse in alarm, and all his men separated from him in that place, for they were greatly afraid. 
31 And the whole of the camp shouted after them when they fled from Esau, and all the warlike men answered 
saying, ? Surely we are the servants of Jacob, who is the servant of God, and who then can stand against us? 
And Esau said unto them, O then, my lord and brother Jacob is your lord, whom I have not seen for these 
twenty years, and now that I have this day come to see him, do you treat me in this manner? * And the angels 
answered him, saying, As the Lord liveth, were not Jacob of whom thou speaketh thy brother, we had not left 
one remaining from thee and thy people, but only on account of Jacob we will do nothing to them. 


The account then tells how the second, third, and fourth company of angels met Esau as he rode toward Jacob. By the 
time Esau arrived at Jacob's camp, Esau had become quite a nice fellow, humble, subdued, and thoroughly frightened. 
He had experienced a total attitude adjustment from the time he left home with 400 men of war with intentions of 
killing Jacob to the moment of their actual meeting. 


The angels, or hosts, in this story appear to represent people who are resurrected from the dead. These are the 
overcomers who have lived and died in years past. They are raised from the dead in order to assist those who are alive 
in the time of the end. All the overcomers are called to rule with Christ in the Age of Tabernacles, and this primarily 
entails a calling to judge the earth. This does not mean CONDEMN the earth, but to establish true justice among the 
rest of the world's population in accordance with the divine law. 1 Corinthians 6:2 says, 


2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you 
not competent to constitute the smallest law courts? * Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How 
much more, matters of this life? 


The divine law was given in the days of Moses, and Israel had it in their possession for centuries. They failed to 
establish righteousness in the earth, not because the law was faulty, but because the administrators of the law did not 
know God and did not have the ability to apply the law with wisdom. Then the Church had the divine law in their 
Bible for nearly 2,000 years in the Age of Pentecost with hardly any more success than Israel in the Passover Age. 
But in both ages God was training a small remnant of overcomers who would know God and have His Spirit by which 
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they could administrate the divine law in perfect wisdom. These are the hosts of God who will judge the ungodly, 
restrain all injustice, and teach all men the law and ways of God. Isaiah 26:9 says, 


°’ At night my soul longs for Thee, indeed, my spirit within me seeks Thee diligently; for when the earth 
experiences Thy judgments, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 


Even as Esau was restrained by the fear of God (and Jacob) from doing harm and violence to Jacob, so also will the 
overcomers restrain evil upon the earth in the Age of Tabernacles. Jesus said that in the regeneration the twelve apostles 
will be the Chief Justices of the Tribes of Israel in Matthew 19:28, 


28 And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when 
the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel." 


We saw earlier from Paul's letter to the Corinthians that there will be other positions that the overcomers must fill in 
order to judge the world and even to judge angels. This is the meaning of the prophetic story of Jacob's experience at 
Mahanaim, where he saw the hosts of God. 


Jacob at Peniel 


When Jacob heard that Esau was coming with 400 men to kill him, he went out that night to pray. The story is told in 
Genesis 32:24-31, 


24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. > And when he saw that he 
had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was 
dislocated while he wrestled with him. °% Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he 
said, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 7’ So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, 
"Jacob." 73 And he said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God 
and with men and have prevailed." 7? Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me your name." But 
he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And he blessed him there. *° So Jacob named the place 
Peniel, for he said, "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved." *! Now the sun rose 
upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh. 


This event in the sequence of Jacob's wilderness journey represents the Day of Atonement, or the Jubilee. It was the 
day of decision for Jacob, and the outcome of this divine wrestling match was the most important turning point in 
Jacob's walk with God. 


We have already shown how the twelve spies gave their evil report on this day. For them it was also a day of decision, 
whether or not they would declare the Jubilee and inherit the Promised Land. Israel refused to be obedient, and so they 
did not prevail as Jacob had done. They did not receive the blessing from the angel of God's face, or presence. So in 
this way they did not fulfill the works of their father, Jacob. It remains for us today to fulfill the prophecy of Jacob's 
experience at Peniel. 


This was the place where Jacob received the name "Israel." In Dr. Bullinger's notes on this passage in The Companion 
Bible we read his comments on the meaning of the name Jsrael: 


"Israel = God commands, orders, or rules. Man attempts it but always, in the end, fails. Out of some forty 
Hebrew names compounded with 'El' or 'Jah,' God is always the doer of what the verb means (cp. Dani-el, 
God judges). 


In other words, Israel does not mean "ruling with God," as is so commonly thought. It means "God rules." God changed 
Jacob's name from "contender, supplanter, or heel-catcher" to indicate a change in his character. No longer is he 
contending with men, thinking that God is unable to establish his calling or give him the birthright and blessing. No 
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longer does he think that God needs a helping hand from man to establish the kingdom on earth. Now Jacob realizes 
that he has been inadvertently contending with God all these years. 


At Peniel Jacob learned the lesson of the sovereignty of God. He now learned that God had been behind both Esau 
and Laban, that God had raised up both of these men to afflict Jacob and teach him to stop contending with men. It 
was to teach him that God was not as helpless and dependent upon men as he had thought. Jacob and his mother had 
thought that disaster was about to occur when Isaac intended to give Esau the birthright. For this reason, they plotted 
to give God a helping hand and take the birthright by deceit. 


Later, Jacob was upset because Laban was cheating him in his wages, but Jacob was intelligent enough to prevail over 
Laban as well. But at Peniel Jacob came face to face with God and received one of the most important revelations ever 
learned in the Scriptures—that God rules in the affairs of men, and that there is nothing any man can do to prevent the 
kingdom of God from being established in the earth. More than that, I believe he also learned that no man can prevent 
a believer from obtaining his calling, his birthright—that which God intends for him to do in the kingdom of God. 


The next day, when Esau met him, Jacob-Israel told him, "for I see your face as one sees the face of God" (Gen. 
33:10). Jacob could finally see the face of God in the face of Esau. No one can see God's face (presence) in Esau 
unless they see it by divine revelation and understand the absolute sovereignty of God. Do we see God in every 
circumstance? Or do we merely see the face of the devil in our adversaries? This is the revelation of Peniel, and this 
results in the name change from Jacob to Israel. This is a primary distinction between the believers and the overcomers. 
It is also necessary to have this clear revelation in order to judge the earth properly and equitably with no animosity 
against our "enemies." 


Jacob lost the wrestling match with the angel, but in losing the battle against God, he won the battle against the 
ignorance in his own soul. Jacob prevailed, or succeeded. He did not succeed in overcoming God or converting God 
to his viewpoint. Rather, Jacob submitted to God's revelation and thus prevailed over the enemy in his own fleshly 
mind. Dr. Bullinger comments on the idea that Jacob "prevailed" over the angel, saying, 


"prevailed = succeeded. He had contended for the birthright and succeeded (25:29-34). He had contended for 
the blessing and succeeded (27). He had contended with Laban and succeeded (31). He had contended with 
‘men' and succeeded. Now he contends with God—and fails. Hence, his name was changed to Isra-el, God 
commands, to teach him the greatly needed lesson of dependence upon God." 


We must learn to turn the Day of Atonement into the Jubilee, which is the highest form of the sabbath rest. When we 
stop fighting Satan and start resting in God in all things, recognizing God as sovereign, rather than thinking the earth 
belongs to Satan, then and only then will we be able to enter God's rest. 


Jacob at Succoth (Booths) 


After Jacob's wrestling match and after his meeting with Esau, Jacob continued his journey, entering the Promised 
Land. Here he settled in Succoth (Gen. 33:17). 


17 And Jacob journeyed to Succoth; and built for himself a house, and made booths [Hebrew, sukkah] for 
his livestock, therefore the place is named Succoth. 


At Succoth, Jacob was finally back in the Promised Land, his inheritance. It is very appropriate, then, that he would 
call the name of the place "Succoth," Tabernacles, or Booths. In the sequence of feast days, the Feast of Booths, or 
Tabernacles, is the final feast day in the law's prophetic revelation. 


Nothing further is said about this place, so we can glean very little information about the Feast of Tabernacles from 
this single verse. The main details of this feast must be obtained through other Bible laws and prophetic pattern-stories. 
Even so, we do learn one detail from the above verse that is usually overlooked. Succoth is a place where Jacob builds 
a house and the sheep remain in booths. 
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Years later, God told Israel to dwell in booths during their time in the wilderness. They were not to build houses until 
they entered the Promised Land. Jacob fulfilled this pattern, not building a house until he returned to Canaan. Also, 
God Himself lived in a tent (Moses' tabernacle) throughout the wilderness wandering. Only after they came into the 
land of Canaan did God instruct Solomon to build Him a house, that is, a temple. 


In this we can see the progressive stages of our maturing and experiencing God. We must remain movable so long as 
we are still in the learning stages. Like Israel, we are to be led by the Spirit from one water hole to the next, learning 
different lessons at each stop. Each genuine revival in the past has been based upon a new revelation of truth that God 
has injected into the history of Christian thought. Many reject each truth, and many distort it later, not understanding 
it through the eyes of God—yet the truth always will stand the test of time. Meanwhile, we are called to remain 
movable, not fixed in our belief systems, thinking that we already possess the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 


This is the weakness of most denominations. They are houses built in the wilderness, having fixed creeds that assume 
a full knowledge of truth far too early. 


The fact that Jacob-Israel built a house in Succoth suggests the pattern that in the fulfillment of Tabernacles the 
overcomers will have a full knowledge of God by means of the fullness of the Spirit. The Apostle Paul prays for us 
toward that end in Eph. 3:14-19, 


14 For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, * from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name, ! that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with power through His Spirit in the inner man; ” so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, !® may be able to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, "° and to know the love of Christ which surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 


The Feast of Tabernacles is the point where the overcomers will experience the fullness of God permanently. Prior to 
that appointed time we have remained under the earnest of the Spirit that characterizes Pentecost. At times some, like 
Moses, have been able to move into the experience of Tabernacles on a temporary basis, but no one has been able to 
enjoy it permanently. 


In Pentecost we have not entered into God's highest rest (sabbath). Even as there are three sabbaths (the 7" day, the 
7" year, and the Jubilee), so also are there three levels of rest which believers can experience. These rests correspond 
to the three feasts. The first two feasts are kept while we yet live in tents. The third is kept in a temple of rest. 


During Israel's sojourn in the wilderness, God sought a resting place for the ark of the covenant and for the people of 
Israel. Numbers 10:33 says, 


33 Thus they set out from the mount of the LORD three days' journey, with the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD journeying in front of them for the three days, to seek out a resting place for them. 


Ultimately, God found a resting place in Solomon's temple, which is a picture of the fully-mature believer who has 
experienced the Feast of Tabernacles. God has been searching for a resting place in the earth for a long time. Solomon's 
temple was only a type and shadow of the true resting place that He desires in us. Solomon's temple was filled with 
the Spirit on the 8" day of Tabernacles (1 Kings 8:2; 2 Chron. 7:1-10). 


We are God's temple today as a corporate body. God seeks to rest in us, even as we seek to rest in Him. When we, like 
Jacob-Israel, go to Succoth, we will then build our house and enter His rest in the highest sense. But the rest of the 
sheep and the goats will remain in booths, like Israel in the wilderness, for they will not yet be ready for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Like Israel of old, the majority of the Church knows nothing of the Jubilee, nor can they clearly see the 
face of God in the face of their enemies. And so, like their predecessors under Moses, they will keep only a Day of 
Atonement. They will have to remain in tents for the age to come. They will have to learn obedience by the divine law 
at the hand of the overcomers, who are called to rule and judge the earth. 
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Chapter 5: The Feast Days in the Book of Joel 


The prophecy in the book of Joel follows the basic sequence of events in the autumn feasts of Israel. The important 
point we wish to make here, relative to the Day of Atonement, is Joel's declaration that the day of vintage—where the 
grapes are trodden—is called "the valley of decision" (Joel 3:12-14). This term is applicable to the day of Jacob's 
wrestling the angel, as well as the day Israel had to decide whether or not to enter the Promised Land. Recall that the 
twelve spies had brought home the first ripe of the grapes, which identifies the Day of Atonement with the day of 
vintage and judgment. 


Blowing the Trumpet 
The sequence of the feast days begins with Joel 2:1, which says, 


1 Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; surely it is near, 


This begins the prophecy of the Feast of Trumpets. Joel then describes a great army of God being raised up, which 
reminds us of the angelic host that Jacob saw at Mahanaim. Joel says it is "the day of the Lord" (2:2). From the world's 
point of view, it is a day of darkness and gloominess. They see this army like locusts, consuming all things in their 
paths like a fire. Yet in reality, this is the army of God, raised from the dead, which comes with the fiery law of God 
as a sharp sword in their mouths, for when He comes with many thousands of His holy ones, they are the manifestation 
of His law. Deuteronomy 33:2 and 3 says, 


2 And he said, "The LORD came from Sinai, and dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount 
Paran, and He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; at His right hand there was flashing 
lightning [Hebrew: esh-dath, "fire-law"] for them. ° "Indeed, He loves the people; all Thy holy ones are in 
Thy hand, and they followed in Thy steps; everyone receives of Thy words. 4 "Moses charged us with a 
law, a possession for the assembly of Jacob. 


Here we see that God came to Sinai with a fiery law in His right hand, and "all Thy holy ones are in Thy hand." In 
other words, the holy ones are pictured as God's fiery law, because they are the ones called to administrate the divine 
law and bring righteous judgment to the earth. These are God's judges. These are God's hosts, Joel's army. "A fire 
consumes before them, and behind them a flame burns" (Joel 2:3). Like locusts, they will penetrate every house (Joel 
2:9). 


One might also interpret this great army in a negative manner. Joel's army is pictured as locusts, and Revelation 9 
pictures another army as locusts, led by the angel of the bottomless pit (Rev. 9:11). His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
and in Greek it is Apollyon. In Revelation 9:7 and in Joel 2:4 these armies are each described as horses and horsemen 
doing battle. For this reason, it seems that we can interpret Joel's army in either a positive or a negative light. This is 
appropriate for a passage that depicts the events surrounding the Feast of Trumpets, for as we have already seen in the 
pattern of Jacob, Esau came with his army, but God sent His own army to stop them. 


Hence, we have the presence of BOTH sides in a conflict in the Feast of Trumpets. Both are seen as being raised up, 
but in different ways. In the resurrection of the dead, God raises up His army, while the opposing forces are inspired 
by spirits from the abyss, or the bottomless pit. 


The Call to Repentance 


Joel 2:12-20 is the prophet's section dealing with the Day of Atonement. It is a call to repentance, and, as we said 
earlier, a day of decision and judgment. Verses12-—17 say, 
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12 "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "return to Me with all your heart, and with fasting, weeping, 
and mourning; ” and rend your heart and not your garments. "Now return to the LORD your God, for 
He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness, and relenting of evil. 1 
Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, even a grain offering 
and a libation for the LORD your God? * Blow a trumpet [Heb. shofar] in Zion, consecrate a fast, 
proclaim a solemn assembly, !° gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather 
the children and the nursing infants. Let the bridegroom come out of his room and the bride out of her 
bridal chamber. ” Let the priests, the LORD's ministers, weep between the porch and the altar, and let 
them say, "Spare Thy people, O LORD, And do not make Thine inheritance a reproach, a byword 
among the nations. Why should they among the peoples say, 'Where is their God?' " 


In all the feast days of Israel, the Day of Atonement was the only day where they called for a fast. It was a day of 
repentance. Joel's commentary on this feast day shows that after the resurrection of the dead on the Feast of Trumpets, 
the Church will repent and pray for mercy. The ministers and priests themselves will issue this call to repentance. 
They will ask God to spare His people so that the heathen would not rule over them. In other words, they will want to 
be ruled by the overcomers who are truly filled with His Spirit and know how to judge with the wisdom and love of 
God. 


In verse 15 the prophet also says they will "blow a trumpet in Zion." The trumpet in verse 1 signifies the Feast of 
Trumpets. The trumpet in verse 15 is the Jubilee trumpet. Joel is telling us that they will make the decision to enter 
the Tabernacles Age, i.e., the Promised Land. They will call for the Bridegroom (Jesus) to come out of His room to 
claim His bride. Precisely what this means is not discussed here in the book of Joel, but we do know it has reference 
to the second coming of Christ. 


We have already shown previously that the first resurrection includes only the overcomers and not the Church as a 
whole. The same division would hold true with those believers who are alive on earth when He comes. Only the 
overcomers will be transfigured, or "changed" (1 Cor. 15:51). The rest of the believers (the Church in general) will 
genuinely repent on this Day of Atonement, and they will even call for a Jubilee on earth. They will certainly get their 
wish and will benefit from the change in administration during the Age of Tabernacles. Life spans will increase to the 
point where "the youth will die at the age of one hundred, and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred 
shall be thought accursed" (Isaiah 65:20). Even so, they will still continue to die as we do today, for these Christians 
will not have immortality. They will have missed the first resurrection. 


The Former and Latter Rains 


As a result of the Church's repentance and prayer, God will answer and will remove the "northern army" that had come 
against them (Joel 2:20). This is the equivalent of God saving Jacob from Esau's army. Then Joel speaks of the 
outpouring of the Spirit that shall come like the rain upon the earth. This is a prophecy first of Pentecost and ultimately 
of the Feast of Tabernacles. Joel 2:21-23 read, 


21 Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, for the LORD has done great things. 7? Do not fear, beasts of 
the field, for the pastures of the wilderness have turned green, for the tree has borne its fruit, the fig tree 
and the vine have yielded in full. ” So rejoice, O sons of Zion, and be glad in the LORD your God; for 
He has given you the early rain [moreh, "an archer; or teacher] for your vindication [zedekaw, 
"righteousness"]. And He has poured down for you the rain [geshem, "a shower"], the early [moreh, 
"teacher"] and latter rain [malkoshe, "rain"| as before. 


The NASB translation above is not very literal. I prefer the Young's Literal Translation of this verse, which reads as 
follows: 


23 And ye sons of Zion, joy and rejoice in Jehovah your God, for He hath given to you the Teacher for 
righteousness, and causeth to come down to you a shower, sprinkling and gathered in the beginning. 
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Who is this "Teacher for righteousness" that Joel mentions? We believe it is Jesus Christ on the primary level, but also 
the overcomers on a secondary level. Jesus is the Head; the overcomers are the body in the sense that they will be the 
perfected ones who will be fully joined to the Head at His coming. 


In ancient times some people felt that their own founders or leaders fulfilled this prophecy as "Teacher of 
Righteousness." The Essenes in Jesus’ day referred to their founder by this title. They believed that their founder was 
the one called to bring forth all the right teachings, and that they (the Essenes) were the final remnant who would rule 
in the kingdom of God. Because their historical knowledge in the second century B.C. was incomplete, they thought 
that they were living in the time of the end of Daniel's 70 weeks. Hence, they were of the view that they were living 
in the time when the Messiah was about to be manifested. They were wrong by at least 150 years. 


The Essenes were one of the three main sects in the land of Judea. The sect was established between 165 and 168 B.C. 
during the tumultuous years when Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria took over Jerusalem and transformed Ezra's temple 
into a shrine for their god, Jupiter (168 B.C.). The people of Judea then revolted against Antiochus and overthrew him, 
rededicating the Temple in 165 B.C on the same day that it had been desecrated three years earlier. This was primarily 
through the leadership of the Hasmoni family of Judah. After gaining their independence, they set up the Hasmonean 
dynasty, more commonly known as the Maccabees. The full story can be found in the apocryphal book of 1 Maccabees 


or in Josephus' book, Antiquities of the Jews, [See www.biblestudytools.net/History/BC/FlaviusJosephus/] written 


at the end of the first century. We, too, will share more about this event in Chapter 14. 


As Christians, we believe that the Teacher of Righteousness prophesied in the book of Joel is none other than Jesus 
Christ Himself. He is also the King of Righteousness, that is, "Melchisedec." Jesus came and taught us by His words 
and by His perfect life how to fulfill all righteousness. He obeyed the Law perfectly and had a perfect understanding 
of it—unlike the lawyers and priests of His day. Jesus Himself fulfilled this role as Teacher of Righteousness in His 
first coming; but in His second coming the role will also be assumed by the overcomers, who are His body. They, too, 
will be called to bring righteousness to the earth and the Church by manifesting the full character and work of Christ 
to all men. 


The coming of this Teacher of Righteousness is what brings the rain of the Holy Spirit to the earth. Christ comes to 
pour out the fullness of His Spirit upon the overcomers who fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles. They, in turn, will manifest 
Christ to the rest of the world and bring this rain to the entire earth. 


Pouring Out His Spirit 


After Joel speaks of the Day of Atonement, he prophesies of the outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh. He says in 
Joel 2:28-32, 


8 And it will come about after this that J will pour out My Spirit on all mankind ; and your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 7” And even 
on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. *° And I will display wonders in 
the sky and on the earth, blood, fire, and columns of smoke. *! The sun will be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. *” And it will come about 
that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered. 


In Peter's first sermon on the day of Pentecost, he quoted this passage, applying it to the outpouring of the Spirit on 
Pentecost. (See Acts 2:17-21.) We certainly do not dispute this application, but we do recognize that the fulfillment 
of this prophecy is not complete under Pentecost. Pentecost is only the beginning, an earnest of our inheritance. It is 
the downpayment of something far greater that is to come under the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Under Pentecost, the Spirit of God has come upon a portion of mankind—not “all mankind," as Joel said in verse 28. 


As for the signs and wonders that were to accompany this outpouring of the Spirit, a portion of these signs did occur 
in the days leading to Pentecost. There was the "blood" of Jesus when He died on the cross. There was a manifestation 
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of "tongues of fire" on the heads of the people in the upper room. However, the account in the book of Acts says 
nothing of any "columns of smoke," so one might question the fulfillment of the fire as a reference to Pentecost. 


The sun was definitely "turned into darkness" for three hours when Jesus was crucified (Luke 23:44), and later that 
same afternoon there was a lunar eclipse, which probably made the moon look blood-red. Since Joel also speaks of 
this as occurring "before the great and awesome day of the Lord," it seems apparent that these signs occurred at 
Passover before the day of Pentecost. This would make Pentecost the partial fulfillment of "the day of the Lord." 


We might then look to the events surrounding the Feast of Tabernacles to fulfill this prophecy in a more complete 
manner. If it is to be understood in this way, then it is obvious that the Day of Atonement is to Tabernacles what 
Passover was to Pentecost. In other words, the signs listed above ought to occur on the Day of Atonement just prior 
to the outpouring of the Spirit on the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Of course, the manner of fulfillment is another issue. Some see this fulfilled in a very literal manner, with fire and 
columns of smoke rising up from cities that have been struck by nuclear missiles or bombs. Others might view it more 
as the signs that were fulfilled on the Passover of Jesus’ crucifixion. It may be both. In our view, since Pentecost occurs 
on the 50" day and the Jubilee occurs on the 50" year, Pentecost is a small foretaste of the Jubilee leading to the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Therefore, we must view the events surrounding Jesus’ crucifixion as a foretaste of the fulfillment of 
the Day of Atonement, wherein also is the Jubilee. 


We have already seen how the Day of Atonement is a day of decision, both for Israel when the twelve spies gave their 
report, and in Jacob's wrestling the angel. We also mentioned Joel 3:12-16, where the prophet gives us an addendum 
regarding the fulfillment of the Day of Atonement: 


12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all 
the heathen round about. ' Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press 
is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great. ‘4 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: 
for the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. " The sun and the moon shall be darkened, 
and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice 
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, 
and the strength of the children of Israel. 


Joel links "the valley of decision" to the time when "the day of the Lord is near." Under Moses the day of decision was 
limited to Israel. This time it is extended to "multitudes" in a worldwide setting. It seems probable that this will be 
caused by the events nine days earlier on the Feast of Trumpets. That is, the resurrection of the dead will be a significant 
enough event for the Church to repent, but this could also spark a worldwide repentance and genuine revival. Yet even 
so, their repentance will not mean that they can qualify as overcomers, either to be raised from the dead in the first 
resurrection, or to receive the Tabernacles outpouring of the fullness of the Spirit. Like the five foolish virgins in 
Matthew 25, they will not have time to obtain the oil needed to enter the wedding. 


In our view, the Church as a whole (like Israel) will need to go back to Sinai and learn the purpose of Pentecost. They 
will then come into their reward at the general resurrection at the end of the thousand years. 
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Chapter 6: The Feast Days in Elijah's Story 


The Bible gives us still another pattern story about the sequence of the autumn feast days in the account of Elijah. This 
story is, perhaps, one of the most important of the patterns—especially dealing with the day of decision, the Day of 
Atonement—because we are told specifically that Elijah would come "before the coming of the great and terrible day 
of the LORD" (Malachi 4:5). While most Bible teaching seems to focus more on Elijah himself, our focus is upon the 
story of Elijah and the work that was accomplished by his ministry. 


It is our understanding that Elijah himself will not be reincarnated, but that the Elijah calling and ministry will be 
repeated in a company of people. Our view of this Elijah ministry is similar to our view on the Body of Christ; there 
was originally a single person to do the work, but that person sets the pattern for a company of people, a body, that 
would finish the work along the same patterns. 


The Famine in the Land 


The story of Elijah begins rather abruptly in 1 Kings 17:1, where the prophet confronts King Ahab with the Word of 
the Lord: 


1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD, the God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my 
word." 


In those days a Word like this would mean that there was going to be a famine in the land. No rain or dew was always 
cause for famines. We read in Luke 4:25 and again in James 5:17 that there was no rain for three years and six 
months. While this was a literal time of no rain in Elijah's day, this set a more serious prophetic pattern for our own 
consideration today. Amos 8:11-14 prophesies, 


1 "Behold, days are coming," declares the Lord GOD, "When I will send a famine on the land, not a 
famine for bread or a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. ” "And people 
will stagger from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east; they will go to and fro to seek the word 
of the LORD, But they will not find it. ° "In that day the beautiful virgins and the young men will faint 
from thirst. 14 "As for those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, who say, 'As your god lives, O Dan,' and, 
"As the way of Beersheba lives,' they will fall and not rise again." 


In other words, the famine in the story of Elijah was a pattern of a much greater famine that was yet to come. But it 
was not to be a literal famine from lack of literal rain. Instead, it was to be a famine of hearing the Word of God, 
caused by a lack of the outpouring of the Spirit of Truth in the land. Men and women would search everywhere for 
the Word of God, but they could only find significant spiritual food by the mouth of the Elijah company—the 
overcomers, or the remnant of grace that was not blinded (Rom. 11:5-7). 


The story of Elijah shows that this condition was to last through the fulfillment of Passover (Jesus' crucifixion) and 
through the fulfillment of Pentecost (Acts 2), until the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Elijah's Passover and Pentecostal Patterns 


After Elijah gave the famine word to King Ahab, God told him to hide by the brook named Cherith (1 Kings 17:3). 
The name of this brook means "a cutting." It comes from the Hebrew root word, karath, which means "to cut." It also 
means "to covenant," and it is translated in this manner in 2 Chronicles 7:18 and in Haggai 2:5. To make a blood 
covenant meant cutting an animal in two pieces and walking between them, as God did in Genesis 15. That is why "to 
cut" also signified making a covenant. 
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When God told Elijah to go to the brook Cherith, He was setting a pattern for the Feast of Passover, wherein God sent 
the Messiah to offer Himself for us as a blood covenant. While at this brook, Elijah is said to have been fed by ravens. 
Ravens normally symbolize unclean spirits, in contrast to the doves, which symbolize the Holy Spirit. The Hebrew 
word translated "ravens" here is oreb. The root of this word is arab. For this reason, Ferrar Fenton's translation of the 
Bible indicates that Elijah was fed by Arabs, rather than by ravens. 


For our purposes, it does not really matter which understanding is correct, for we are more interested in the symbolic 
meaning of the story. It might be that the ravens are symbolic of Arabs, even as other animals or birds often symbolize 
people and nations. 


We today need to know how the story applies in the fulfillment of the feast days. The brook Cherith speaks of Passover; 
the Arabs feeding him speaks of the "food" of the Feast of Pentecost. How? Because Pentecost is identified with Mount 
Sinai, which is in Arabia (Gal. 4:25). In the New Testament, after Saul was converted, he spent a few years in Arabia, 
no doubt spending time in the cave on the mount where both Moses and Elijah received divine revelation. 


Elijah's being fed by Arabs typifies Pentecost in another way as well. The story of Ishmael (son of Abram) and Isaac 
(son of Abraham) not only typify the Old and New Covenants, but also show the contrast between Pentecost and 
Tabernacles. As we explained more fully in chapter five of our book, The Wheat and Asses of Pentecost, Ishmael 
was called a "wild-ass man" (Gen. 16:12). We showed that this is one of the primary symbols of Pentecost in the 
Bible, and that, therefore, Ishmael was a pentecostal type. Ishmael is the father of the Arab nations, and so for Elijah 
to be fed by Arabs or by ravens representing the Arabs, the story speaks of the Elijah company in the Age of Pentecost. 


From the brook Cherith, Elijah was sent to Zarephath, a city of Zidon north of Israel. There he was fed by a widow 
woman, but because of her faith, Elijah sustained her by the miracle of the never-failing flour and oil. This portion of 
the story is really just a secondary picture of the Feast of Pentecost. 


Zarephath means "refinery." The name of the town is from the Hebrew word, Zaraph, which means "to smelt or 
refine." This is, of course, the purpose of Pentecost. At Sinai, God came down upon the mount as fire, and Moses told 
the people to draw near to Him. They ran the other direction, of course, not wanting to die, and not knowing that the 
fire of God was sent to refine and purify them. Only Moses went up the mount, for he represented the overcomers, 
those willing to truly experience Pentecost as God intended the feast to be experienced. Ultimately, Moses returned 
from the mount with his face glowing in an early Tabernacles pattern. He came off the mount carrying the tables of 
the law as well, in order that we might know that the overcomers have the law written on their hearts by the finger of 
God. 


Pentecost was given to the Church and to Israel in order to sustain them during the famine of hearing the Word. 
Unfortunately, a large portion of the Church has followed the pattern of Israel at the mount, rather than of Moses. 
They have refused to hear the Law or have it written on their hearts. Like Israel of old, they run the opposite direction, 
not wanting to die (Ex. 20:19). They often prefer a prosperity message, rather than a call to die. They do not 
comprehend that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a refiner's fire that causes the fleshly nature to die, that the spirit 
might be made alive. 


Elijah's Feast of Trumpets Pattern 


1 Kings 17:17-24 tells how the widow woman's son died and was raised to life by the ministry of Elijah. This is 
Elijah's pattern for the Feast of Trumpets, which speaks of the resurrection of the dead. Verses 22-24 tell us, 


22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived. ” 
And Elijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper room into the house and gave him to 
his mother; and Elijah said, "See, your son is alive." 74 Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know 
that you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is truth." 
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The son of the widow woman here is the body of overcomers, who must be raised from the dead at the Feast of 
Trumpets before the Feast of Tabernacles can be fulfilled. This event proved to the widow woman "that the word of 
the LORD in your mouth is truth." In the same manner, the resurrection of the overcomers in the first resurrection will 
prove the validity of the Word that the overcomers have been given. No doubt this is the catalyst for the Church's 
repentance for its blindness, persecution of the overcomers, and unbelief—all of which, from the beginning, have 
caused the famine of hearing the Word. 


Elijah's Day of Atonement Pattern 


After the widow woman's son was raised from the dead, God told Elijah to go back to Israel and speak to King Ahab. 
The king accused Elijah of being the one who was causing all the trouble in Israel, regarding the famine. Elijah 
countered that it was the king's disobedience to God and His law that was causing the famine. There are always two 
sides in any dispute, but as Christians, we side with Elijah. Any time we refuse to hear or obey the Word of God, we 
will experience a famine of hearing and obeying. 


In the types and shadows the lesson here is that the Church has largely rejected the divine law, somehow thinking it 
to be irrelevant or evil. Jesus said that we should live by EVERY WORD that God speaks, rather than picking and 
choosing which portion we wish to hear. Because the Church largely rejected the law, they received very little 
revelation of the law, and this is why there has been a famine of hearing and understanding the message of the Feast 
Days and many other teachings. The Feast of Tabernacles was almost unknown in Christian circles until the middle 
of the twentieth century. Today the law is finally coming alive, and Christians are beginning to recognize that they 
have missed many marvelous revelations of the Word by not studying the law. 


Elijah and Ahab agreed to hold a showdown on Mount Carmel to see whose opinion was true: 


20 So Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel, and brought the prophets together at Mount 
Carmel. 7! And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you hesitate between two 
opinions? If the LORD [Yahweh] is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people did not 
answer him a word. ” Then Elijah said to the people, "I alone am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal's 
prophets are 450 men. 7 "Now let them give us two oxen; and let them choose one ox for themselves and 
cut it up, and place it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other ox, and lay it on 
the wood, and I will not put a fire under it. 74"'Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on 
the name of the LORD, and the God who answers by fire, He is God." And all the people answered and 
said, ''That is a good idea." 


This was the great day of decision for the people on Mount Carmel. It was a day to choose whom they would serve. It 
was a day when the people sat on the fence, not knowing whose Word was truth, or too frightened to side with Elijah. 
How similar this was to the day that the twelve spies gave their report, where the people had to choose whether to 
believe the evil report of the ten spies or the good report of Caleb and Joshua. Would they choose to fulfill the Feast 
of Tabernacles or not? 


This is the great spiritual wrestling match in the Church. The problem is not the world; the problem is the Church. It 
was Ishmael who persecuted Isaac. It was Saul who persecuted David. It was the New Testament Saul that persecuted 
the early Church. It is the realm of Pentecost that persecutes those of Tabernacles. It is always those who have a limited 
vision of God who persecute those who want more of God. So the question is the same: will they take the responsibility 
upon themselves and repent for refusing to hear the Word and thereby causing a famine of hearing? Or will they simply 
continue to blame Elijah, the overcomer company, for all the problems in the Church? 


The 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of the groves prayed and danced all morning, attempting to bring down 
the fire of God—the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. They failed. At noon Elijah began to taunt them: 


27 And it came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Call out with a loud voice, for he is a 
god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be 
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awakened." 7 So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords 
and lances until the blood gushed out on them. ? And it came about when midday was past, that they 
raved until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice; but there was no voice, no one answered, and 
no one paid attention. 


Finally, it was Elijah's turn to pray for the outpouring of the Spirit, for it was the time of the evening sacrifice. There 
were two sacrifices a day in the old temple: the morning sacrifice, and the evening sacrifice. Prophetically speaking, 
these two times of sacrifice depict the two outpourings of the Spirit and the two comings of Christ. For this reason, 
the two times of sacrifice overlay upon the two seasons of the feast days as well—that is, the spring feasts and the 
autumn feasts. The spring feasts were fulfilled in the first coming of Christ and culminated with Pentecost, the first 
outpouring of the Spirit. The autumn feasts have yet to be fulfilled with the second coming of Christ and will culminate 
with the second outpouring of the Spirit at the Feast of Tabernacles. 


The prophets and priests of Baal did not know God, nor did they know the secret of timing, so their attempt to bring 
down the Spirit of God failed. This showdown was a pattern of the Day of Atonement—an autumn holy day—but 
their prayers were depicting the morning sacrifice. Prophetically speaking, they were attempting to bring the fullness 
of the Spirit at Pentecost—or attempting to establish Pentecost on the Day of Atonement. Obviously, they did not 
know the mind of God. 


On the other hand, Elijah did know the mind of God. He had just established a pattern of resurrection (Feast of 
Trumpets), and this was the signal to go back to Israel to establish a Day of Atonement pattern. So it is no coincidence 
that Elijah prayed in the afternoon and that the fire of God came down at the time of the evening sacrifice. First the 
prophet took twelve stones and repaired the altar of the Lord (1 Kings 18:30 and 31). Twelve is the biblical number 
of divine government. It represents the overcomers, upon whom the Spirit of God was to fall. 


Next, the prophet told the people to pour twelve barrels of water upon the sacrifice and upon the altar. It indicates not 
only an outpouring of the Spirit, but particularly of the Word of God. This either indicates that there is no drought or 
famine of hearing the Word where the overcomers are concerned, or perhaps it indicates an end to the drought for the 
overcomers. Even overcomers experience drought and famine of the Word, especially during their training period in 
the "wilderness." But at some point in their life God blesses them with the revelation of His Word, whereby they are 
prepared to receive the outpouring of the Spirit at the fulfillment of Tabernacles. 


Keep in mind, however, that this showdown is not a pattern of the Feast of Tabernacles, but of the Day of Atonement. 
The Day of Atonement is preparatory to the Feast of Tabernacles. The fire of God came down to consume the sacrifice 
on the pattern day of the Day of Atonement—but then the RAIN came to depict the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Tabernacles. 


The purpose of the fire at the evening sacrifice was to prove, as Elijah said, "that this people may know that Thou, O 
LORD, art God, and that Thou hast turned their heart back again" (1 Kings 18:37). This was the heart of Elijah's 
calling and the purpose of his ministry. This is why Malachi 4:5 and 6 tells us, 


5 "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of 
the LORD. f" And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse." 


The Elijah ministry is important in the plan of God, because without it the land (really, the whole earth) would come 
under the curse of the law and be destroyed. The purpose of the Day of Atonement is to bring revival—a genuine 
revelation of truth—to the Church, so that they would know that the Elijah company really is of God. The Church will 
come to this day of decision after they realize that the resurrection of the dead did not include every believer throughout 
history. 


There will, no doubt, be many factors that will turn the hearts of the people. The "children" here are the people in the 
latter days. The "fathers" are, I believe, the prophets of God who have given us the revelation of the Word in the past, 
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such as Moses and Elijah. Ultimately, of course, the heart of the children must be turned back to our heavenly Father 
from whom the Word came. 


Elijah prayed, and God accepted the sacrifice by fire. 1 Kings 18:38 and 39 says, 


38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. ? And when all the people saw it, they fell on their 
faces; and they said, ''The LORD [Yahweh], He is God; the LORD, He is God." 


The fire of God is the manifestation of His presence. When God is present, men cannot help but fall on their faces in 
repentance. This is what will happen on an unprecedented scale when the Day of Atonement is fulfilled. This revival 
will prepare the hearts of the believers to assist in the spread of the Gospel in the Age of Tabernacles. In this coming 
age we will witness the greatest outpouring of the Spirit that the world has ever seen. 


After God accepted Elijah's offering by fire, the prophet said in verse 40, 


40 Then Elijah said to them, "Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of them escape." So they seized 
them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 


There are some who predict death and destruction to those they consider to be modern prophets of Baal. Our view is 
different. There is more than one way to bring death upon people. There is, of course, literal execution for sin, but 
there is also a death known as repentance. Generally speaking, what is death in the Old Testament is life in the New. 
For example, when the people worshipped the golden calf under Mount Sinai the site of the original Pentecost, 3,000 
men died by the sword (Exodus 32:28). But at Pentecost in Acts 2:41, we find that the disciples used the sword of 
their mouth, and 3,000 men were converted to Jesus Christ. 


We believe the same pattern will hold true at the fulfillment of the Day of Atonement. Whereas all the prophets of 
Baal were killed under Elijah in the Old Testament, we believe that the "prophets of Baal" will repent with more 
weeping than all the others, for they will then know the error of their ways and teachings. 


Remember that the purpose of Pentecost in the book of Acts was to equip the pentecostal Church to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. The same is true of the purpose of Tabernacles. This feast does not 
mark the END of man's opportunity to hear the Word and accept Jesus Christ; rather, it marks the BEGINNING of the 
time when the world will be able to see Christ manifested in a complete way. They will be compelled to accept Him 
as King of all nations, not out of force or violence, but because the love and works of Jesus, as manifested in His body, 
will awaken in them the DESIRE to submit to Him. He is, indeed, "the desire of all nations" (Hag. 2:7), but not all 
recognize Jesus as being everything they desire in a King. 


In the Passover Age the nation of Israel did a very poor job in manifesting the character of Jesus Christ to the world, 
and so their role as a priestly nation was severely limited. In the Age of Pentecost the Church had a bit more success 
in manifesting Christ to the world, but as time passed, they lost their first love. And so instead of manifesting the love 
of God, they ultimately substituted fear, force, and violence as the primary means of converting people. 


It will not be this way in the Tabernacles Age, because God is not interested in forcing people to submit to Him. The 
heart of God is to draw all men by His love, not by fear, coercion, or force. And when a company of people are finally 
brought to full birth to manifest the true character of Jesus Christ, they will not need to use force to convert the world. 
The love of God is irresistible. People everywhere will fall in love with Jesus Christ and earnestly desire to know what 
the overcomers know and experience. 


The Age of Tabernacles will be a time when a worldwide revival will happen on a scale that is unprecedented in 
history. The overcomers will attain immortality and will manifest Christ in the fullest sense of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
The rest of the believers, including all the new Christians who come to know Him, will be able to experience the 
fullness of Pentecost, but not come into the fullness of life and immortality. 
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Even so, it will certainly be a glorious time for them, comparable to the book of Acts. The difference is that this time 
the Church will recognize the overcomers among them and will submit to their counsel and teaching. They will be a 
Melchisedec priesthood who will keep the fire burning—unlike the Levitical priesthood, where Nadab and Abihu 
allowed the fire to be extinguished, making it necessary, they thought, to light their own fire (Lev. 10). This time the 
fire from heaven that the Elijah company receives in answer to prayer will never be extinguished, for its administrators 
and caretakers will do all things correctly. The fire will be in them until it consumes all things, even the very dust of 
the ground—that is, all mankind. It will burn until all things are put under His feet (1 Corinthians 15:27 and 28). 


Elijah's Feast of Tabernacles Pattern 
After the showdown on Mount Carmel, Elijah then began to pray for rain. The story is found in 1 Kings 18:41-46, 


41 Now Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy shower." 
42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on 
the earth, and put his face between his knees. * And he said to his servant, ''Go up now, look toward the 
sea." So he went up and looked and said, "There is nothing." And he said, "Go back" seven times. “ 
And it came about at the seventh time, that he said, "Behold, a cloud as small as a man's hand is coming 
up from the sea." And he said, ''Go up, say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the 
heavy shower does not stop you'." * So it came about in a little while, that the sky grew black with clouds 
and wind, and there was a heavy shower. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. “ Then the hand of the 
LORD was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins and outran Ahab to Jezreel. 


Elijah had to pray but once for the fire of God to fall upon the sacrifice. Why would it take seven times for the rain to 
fall? The answer is easily seen when we understand the sequence of events as fulfilling the pattern of the feast days. 
After the Day of Atonement comes the Feast of Tabernacles. This is the rain, the outpouring of the Spirit for which 
Elijah was praying. He prayed seven times because the Feast of Tabernacles is a seven-day feast, but the Spirit cannot 
come until the eighth day of Tabernacles. 


We are not told if Elijah had to pray for seven days or if he simply repeated his prayer seven times over a period of 
hours. We believe, however, that Elijah prayed for seven days, because that would better fulfill the feast-day pattern. 
In fact, we believe that all of these events actually occurred on those feast days, though it is impossible to prove this 
by any written Biblical statement. Even so, the first-century historian, Josephus, tells us in Antiquities of the Jews, 
VIII, xiii, 2, 


"Now Menander mentions this drought [of Elijah] in his account of the acts of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians 
[and the father of Jezebel, Ahab's wife], where he says thus: 'Under him, there was a want of rain from the 
month Hyperberetaeus till the month Hyperberetaeus of the year following; but when he made supplications, 
there came great thunders. This Ethbaal built the city Botrys, in Phoenicia,and the city Auza, in Libya.' By 
these words he designed the want of rain that was in the days of Ahab; for at that time it was that Ethbaal also 
reigned over the Tyrians, as Menander informs us." 


Menander, whom Josephus quotes here, lived about three centuries before Josephus. Menander was a well-known 
Greek dramatist of his day and wrote over 100 plays. Most of his works are lost, but Josephus had access to some of 
his works and was able to quote him. He says that Menander mentions the drought during the time of the king-priest 
Ethbaal of Tyre and King Ahab of Israel. It occurred, he says, in the month known to the Greeks as Hyperberetaeus, 
which is the seventh month that the Hebrews called Tishri. This is the month of the autumn feast days in Israel, 
beginning with the Feast of Trumpets on the first day of Tishri and ending with the Feast of Tabernacles on Tishri 22. 


Menander was obviously incorrect in thinking that the drought lasted only one year, but it does support the idea that 


these events occurred in the month of Tishri. And so, we do enjoy some secular history that supports our belief that 
these pattern events in the life of Elijah actually occurred on the feast days that they were meant to represent. 
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At any rate, it is apparent to us that the seven days of prayer represent the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
during which time there was still no rain. On the seventh day Elijah's servant saw a small cloud rising out of the sea 
(vs. 44). Elijah then sent word to King Ahab that he should ride quickly to Jezreel, so as not to bog down in the mud 
and rising creeks. Ahab believed Elijah and rode hard in his chariot, but Elijah ran ahead of him and beat him to Jezreel 
(vs. 46). 


This supernatural strength—or perhaps a miracle of time travel like Jesus did in John 6:21—occurred at the same 
time as the downpour of rain. This, too, is a part of the Feast of Tabernacles, that is, the eighth day of Tabernacles, the 
day on which we could expect to see the fullness of the Spirit manifested in the earth. We will discuss this in greater 
detail in our next chapter when we can devote ourselves to a fuller study of Tabernacles. For now, however, we must 
content ourselves to point out the pattern of timing AFTER seven days, that is, the eighth day of Tabernacles, when 
the rains came in abundance. 


Elijah ran to Jezreel. Jezreel has a double meaning: God scatters and God sows. The meaning of this name is taught 
in the first two chapters of the prophet Hosea. There the prophet had a son named Jezreel, because God intended to 
"scatter" the House of Israel. But by the end of Hosea 2 we discover that God was really only "sowing" the House of 
Israel in the field, which is the world (Matt. 13:38) to prepare for a great harvest of souls yet to come. 


The House of Israel was carried into the land of Assyria from 745-721 B.C. and never returned to their old land in 
Canaan. The House of Judah, on the other hand, was deported to Babylon a century later, but they were allowed to 
return after just 70 years in captivity. There are distinct prophecies of both Israel and Judah, but few people today 
recognize those differences and make the mistake of assuming that they all apply to the Jews today. They do not. The 
Jews are fulfilling one set of prophecies; but those of the House of Israel are fulfilled in people other than Jews. We 
will explain this further in chapter 11. 


The story of Elijah shows that the prophecies regarding Jezreel will begin to be fulfilled on the eighth day of 
Tabernacles. That is, the fulfillment of this feast day will begin the great harvest of worldwide revival. The rain of the 
Spirit will cause the seeds to grow and produce an abundant harvest in the Tabernacles Age. Lost Israel will be found 
and restored, because Jezreel is merely another way to spell "Israel." Many others will be gathered with them into 
God's kingdom, as we read in Isaiah 56:6-8, 


6 "Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to Him, and to love the name of the 
LORD, to be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the sabbath, and holds fast My covenant; 
7 even those I will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt 
offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; for My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all the peoples." 8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, "Yet others 
I will gather to them, to those already gathered." 


At that time many people from all nations will desire to learn of God and His law. Those who have been taught to 
think in terms of a "rapture" have generally thought that the coming of Christ is the end of all things. They have been 
taught incorrectly that Jesus is coming soon, and when He does, there is no more chance to be saved. This teaching 
has been used to frighten people into accepting Christ at millions of altar calls. But these teachings are not based upon 
any understanding of the feast days and their prophetic fulfillments. 


The fact is, the Age of Tabernacles will be the time of tremendous evangelism throughout the world. What has been 
done under Pentecost is only a dim picture of what can and will be done under the anointing of Tabernacles. Isaiah 
2:2-4 says, 


2 Now it will come about that in the last days, the mountain of the house of the LORD will be established 
as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. 3 
And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His paths." For 
the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. * And He will judge between 
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the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never 
again will they learn war. 


Not one word in this passage hints that people will have no more opportunity to learn of God and become Christians. 
It is, in fact, a very optimistic passage that portrays a worldwide move of God. In one sense, this evangelistic effort 
began under the anointing of Pentecost, but ultimately it is fulfilled in Tabernacles. The timing of this is proven in the 
story of Elijah, who supernaturally ran to Jezreel in the rain of Tabernacles. 


We come now to a more complete study of the Feast of Tabernacles and the prophetic laws that give us a greater 
understanding of events yet to come. 
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Chapter 7: The Feast of Tabernacles 


The Feast of Tabernacles culminates the prophetic holy days in the divine law. There were, of course, feast days and 
days of fasting that were added later, and these might also prove to have prophetic significance. However, the law of 
Moses provides us with the full revelation of the main events surrounding the two comings of Christ, His work in each 
coming, and how each promotes the kingdom of God in its development in the earth. 


The basic law of the Feast of Tabernacles is found in Leviticus 23:33-44, 


33 Again the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, * "Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'On the fifteenth of 
this seventh month is the Feast of Booths for seven days to the LORD . 3% 'On the first day is a holy 
convocation; you shall do no laborious work of any kind. * 'For seven days you shall present an offering 
by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation and present an offering by 
fire to the LORD ; it is an assembly. You shall do no laborious work. 


37 These are the appointed times [Heb. moed] of the LORD which you shall proclaim as holy convocations, 
to present offerings by fire to the LORD— burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and libations, 
each day's matter on its own day— ** besides those of the sabbaths of the LORD, and besides your gifts, 
and besides all your votive and freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD. 


3 On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of the land, 
you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD for seven days, with a rest on the first day and a rest on the 
eighth day. ® Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves the foliage of beautiful trees, palm 
branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD 
your God for seven days. *! You shall thus celebrate it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. 
It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 
42 You shall live in booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths, ® so that your 
generations may know that I had the sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land 
of Egypt. I am the LORD your God. “ So Moses declared to the sons of Israel the appointed times [Heb. 
moed] of the LORD. 


The Feast of Tabernacles was to be celebrated for a full seven days from the 15 " day of the seventh month (called 
Tisri) through the 21* day. The final ceremonies were then held on the eighth day of Tabernacles, which was the 22"¢ 
day of the seventh month. The first day (the 15 " of the month) was to be a day of rest (sabbath), and the eighth day 
(the 22" of the month) was also to be a day of rest. 


The passage above was mainly designed to give us the timing of the feast. It sets forth the WHEN and gives us only 
one detail as to HOW to keep this feast. We read that the people were to cut down branches of trees and build for 
themselves booths, or tabernacles, and camp in them for the week. The reason given is to commemorate Israel's 40- 
year sojourn in the wilderness after they left Egypt, during which time they lived in tents or booths. 


It is also important to note that these feast days are called "the appointed times of the LORD." The Hebrew term is 
moed, which means appointed time or appointed place. These are the prophesied dates that God has set. Because 
Passover was the appointed time of the Lord, it was the day that Jesus would be crucified. Because the wave-sheaf 
offering was the appointed time, it was the day Jesus would be raised from the dead. Because the Feast of Weeks 
(Pentecost) was the appointed time, it was the day the Spirit would be sent to the disciples in the upper room. 


Likewise, the Feast of Trumpets is the appointed time for the resurrection of the dead. The Day of Atonement is the 
appointed time for the Church to repent and mourn for its refusal to enter into the fullness of the Spirit, their "Promised 
Land." And finally, the Feast of Tabernacles is the appointed time for the change to take place in our bodies, where 
the overcomers will receive their tabernacle which is from heaven and not made with human hands (2 Cor. 5:1). 
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Of course, one must keep in mind that the personal application of these feasts is not time dependent. One can be 
justified by faith (Passover) or filled with the Spirit (Pentecost) at any time. However, when it comes to the historical 
fulfillments of prophecy, there are fixed appointed times that cannot be altered. 


How often we hear the statement from the pulpit, "Jesus is coming soon, and it could be any day, morning, noon, or 
night." That is like saying Jesus could have been crucified on any day of the year or at any time of the day. It simply 
is not true. There are appointed times for these events to happen, and while we do NOT know the year that these events 
will be fulfilled, we do know the appointed times during the year. There are some things that God has kept secret from 
us, but those things that He has revealed belong to us. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, 


2° The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons 
forever, that we may observe all the words of this law. 


God often hides things in plain sight. For example, Jesus’ death on the cross was described in Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, and 
other places, but these things were hidden from the eyes of most of the people until they were fulfilled. And even then, 
most of the people did not see the truth or refused to see it. There is no reason to think the situation is any different 
today in regard to the second set of appointed times—the autumn feast days. And yet, because the time of fulfillment 
is near, God is beginning to reveal His appointed times in a greater way. Though we should certainly exercise some 
caution about predicting the return of Christ, we should also study the things that have already been revealed in the 
Word of God. 


The Purpose of the Feast of Tabernacles 


Leviticus 23:43, quoted earlier, says only that they were to live in booths for seven days in commemoration of Israel's 
dwelling in booths during their forty years in the wilderness. We accept this as truth, of course, but there is more to it 
than that. Later, God did reveal more about this feast than is recorded in Leviticus 23. Even so, this is a good place to 
begin our study. 


Numbers 33:5 tells us that when Israel began their departure from Egypt, they left from the town of Rameses and 
went to Succoth. Here they picked up the bones of Joseph to bring with them to the Promised Land (Exodus 13:19 
and 20). In other words, Succoth was their first encampment as they departed out of Egypt. Succoth means "booths, 
tabernacles." It is the same Hebrew word used for the Feast of Tabernacles. So at first glance it might seem as though 
the Feast of Tabernacles should be celebrated on Passover. But this is not the established day for this feast. The 
question is, why was Israel's first encampment at the town of Succoth? In what sense does it signify the Feast of 
Tabernacles? 


First of all, God often tells the end from the beginning. He does this to give people a vision of their goal, in order that 
they might be encouraged during the long journey. But when people first receive a vision or calling, they tend to think 
it is closer than it is. The vision is so clear that they can almost touch it. Who among the Israelites leaving Egypt 
thought it would take forty years to get to the Promised Land? Not even Moses knew this. If anyone had known this, 
they probably would never have left Egypt. 


God gave Israel a vision of Tabernacles from the beginning of their journey. Their instructions were to dwell in booths 
during their sojourn in the wilderness. This was designed to keep them from becoming too settled in the wilderness. 
For the Church under Pentecost, this lesson tells us that we should not become too settled and comfortable in our own 
40-Jubilee sojourn, lest we build denominational houses and think we are now in the Promised Land. 


Throughout the Age of Pentecost, the Church should remain in "booths" and keep the vision of Tabernacles alive. In 
our journey through the wilderness, we should carry the bones of Joseph with us. That is, we must understand that we 
have not yet reached immortality, but are still in the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1). Nor have we come to the 
second coming of Christ, which we will later see as a Joseph work, where He comes with His robe dipped in blood 
(Rev. 19:13; Genesis 37:31). The promise of Succoth is our HOPE, but is not yet a fully experiential reality in our 
lives. The wilderness is the place where we carry around the bones of Joseph. 
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The wilderness is no place to settle in a permanent house. It is only a transition stage. Abraham himself confessed that 
he was but a stranger and pilgrim in the land, because he sought the city of the New Jerusalem (Hebrews 11:13-16). 
His life in Canaan was his own wilderness experience. And yet Abraham had the faith to see the promise, and it was 
counted to him for righteousness. In like manner, the church in the wilderness was to have faith in the promise of God, 
not only by carrying the bones of Joseph, but also by dwelling in booths. 


Unfortunately, the Church largely threw away the divine law, including the Feast of Booths, and built many 
denominational houses along the way. Most people settled down in a denomination, convinced that its priesthood or 
clergy possessed all the truth that was necessary to "get to heaven." Many of these Christian sojourners were then left 
behind when the pillar of cloud moved to the next oasis to teach them something new. 


Christians largely lost the vision of Tabernacles and forgot that there was ever such a feast day. In the twentieth century 
there have been thousands of books written about the second coming of Christ, but only a tiny fraction of them show 
the slightest knowledge of the autumn feasts, which are God's appointed times. As a result, many strange doctrines are 
being taught with few people questioning the validity of those teachings. 


But it is not our purpose to criticize the Church or any portion of it. Our purpose is to help those who want to learn 
more of those parts of the Word that are not normally taught in their particular church or study group. Our purpose is 
to reveal the meaning of these feast days, in order that Christians may believe what is written in the Word. In this 
chapter our purpose is to show that the Feast of Tabernacles is the appointed time for the bodily change—what Paul 
calls "the redemption of our body" (Romans 8:23). The apostle also says in 1 Corinthians 15:51, 


51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep [i.c., "die"], but we shall all be changed [Greek: 
allasso, "to change, exchange one thing for another, transform"]. 


In other words, we will exchange one body for another. Our present "house" or "tabernacle" is mortal and imperfect, 
limited by many earthly factors. In the Feast of Tabernacles we will exchange this house for another. We will move 
from our present earthly house to a house depicted by the booths made of tree branches. The booths are made of 
materials that are LIVING. In the redemption of our body, the LIVING body that we lost through Adam's sin (debt) 
will be redeemed. This is our true inheritance, our true Promised Land on the highest level of meaning. 


Solomon Celebrates the Feast of Tabernacles 


Our first written example of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles is in the days of Solomon. When Solomon 
dedicated the temple, the glory of God filled it on the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles. 2 Chronicles 5:1-3 says, 


1 Thus all the work that Solomon performed for the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon 
brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, even the silver and the gold and all the utensils, 
and put them in the treasuries of the house of God. ? Then Solomon assembled to Jerusalem the elders 
of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers' households of the sons of Israel, to 
bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. °? And all the men 
of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast, that is in the seventh month. 


When the 120 priests blew the trumpets in harmony (in one accord) with the singers, the glory filled that house (2 
Chron. 5:12-14). 2 Chronicles 7:8-10 says they dedicated the altar for seven days, and then kept the Feast of 
Tabernacles for seven days: 


8 So Solomon observed the feast at that time for seven days , and all Israel with him, a very great 
assembly, who came from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt. ° And on the eighth day they 
held a solemn assembly, for the dedication of the altar they observed seven days, and the feast seven 
days. !° Then on the twenty-third day of the seventh month [the day after the eighth of Tabernacles] he 
sent the people to their tents, rejoicing and happy of heart because of the goodness that the LORD had 
shown to David and to Solomon and to His people Israel. 
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This is, of course, prophetic of the time that God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, of which Pentecost was but a 
downpayment. At the fulfillment of Pentecost there were 120 disciples (Acts 1:15) who also came into one accord 
before the Spirit was sent. The parallel is obvious. Yet when Jesus prophesied the outpouring of the Spirit in John 
7:37-39, He did not do so on the Feast of Pentecost, but on the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles. (See John 7:2, 
14, and 37.) This tells us plainly that we did not receive all of our inheritance at Pentecost. The real fulfillment is yet 
to come, as Ephesians 1:13 and 14 tells us, 


13 |, having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 4 who is given as a 
pledge [earnest] of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise 
of His glory. 


Solomon apparently did not know that the people were to construct booths at the Feast of Tabernacles. The account 
of this celebration simply does not say one way or another, but we learn later from Nehemiah 8:14 that the people 
had not constructed booths for this feast since the days of Joshua. And so we know that even David and Solomon 
never celebrated Tabernacles in booths. 


It seems incredible that an established feast day would not be celebrated properly for over 900 years from Joshua to 
Ezra. Yet when we see that the same situation has occurred in the Christian Church as well, it should come as no 
surprise. We have had no vision of Tabernacles, and neither have we seen the glory of its fulfillment as of now. 


A Short Chronological History under Ezra 


The remnant of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi returned from the Babylonian captivity under Zerubbabel. They kept the 
Feast of Tabernacles in the seventh month of that first year after returning from Babylon. A year and two months later, 
they laid the foundations of the second temple (Ezra 3:4-10) on the 24" day of the ninth month (Haggai 2:18). 


It took eighteen years to complete the temple, because of the opposition that they faced, but they finally finished it on 
the third day of the 12" month (Adar) in the sixth year of Darius the Great of Persia. This was in March of 515 B.C. 


Darius reigned for 36 years until 486 B.C. Then his son, Xerxes I, reigned another 21 years to the year 465 B.C. 
Finally, Artaxerxes came to the throne in 465 B.C., and the first year of his reign is reckoned as the year 464 B.C. He 
reigned 41 years, but in his seventh year (458 B.C.) another man named Ezra came from Babylon with a decree from 
the king to offer sacrifices to God at the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:7-26). 


Thirteen years later, which was the spring of the 20" year of King Artaxerxes, Nehemiah was sent to Jerusalem with 
a mandate to rebuild the walls of the city (Nehemiah 2:1). He also served as Governor for twelve years (Neh. 5:14) 
from 445-433 B.C. His primary mandate was, of course, to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Working day and night, 
they finished this job in just 52 days (Neh. 6:15), from the 3™ day of the fifth month (Av or Ab) to the 25 " day of the 
sixth month (Elul) in 445 B.C. 


The next month they kept the Feast of Trumpets and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Ezra Celebrates the Feast of Tabernacles 


Just one week after the completion of the wall, the people gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Trumpets, and they 
stayed three weeks through Tabernacles. Nehemiah 8:1 and 2 says, 


1 And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they 
asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. ? Then 
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women, and all who could listen with 
understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 
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That celebration in Ezra's day (445 B.C.) instituted a new tradition of reading the law in the seventh month, beginning 
with the Feast of Trumpets. To our knowledge, this was the first time the people had ever kept the autumn feasts in 
this manner. Notice the prophetic pattern here. The law was read in the second temple. The law was read AFTER the 
Babylonian captivity. The law was read AFTER the walls of Jerusalem had been completed. 


The second temple was a pattern of what God is doing IN US, for we are the true temples of God. Haggai's prophecy 
of the second temple says that it would be more glorious than the first temple under Solomon (Haggai 2:9), and yet 
that physical structure was nowhere near as glorious as Solomon's temple (Haggai 2:3). Some elderly people, who 
remembered seeing Solomon's temple, actually wept because it was nothing like the original temple (Ezra 3:12, 13). 
Even so, Haggai prophesied that the glory of the second temple would be greater than the first. But he was not 
prophesying about that physical temple. He spoke of a greater temple yet to come, the temple of our bodies, who 
would be inhabited by the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 3:16). In that sense, the first temple is the kind made of wood and 
stones, while the second is made of living stones. 


Haggai's name means "feast," and he is the main biblical prophet of the Feast of Tabernacles. His main prophecy came 
on the 7" day of Tabernacles (Hag. 2:1). This was when he prophesied of the glory that would come upon the second 
temple. No doubt they were disappointed when the glory of God did NOT fill that temple the next day, as it had done 
at Solomon's dedication. Its fulfillment was for a future time in a temple not made with hands. In Acts 2 we find that 
temple being filled in a Pentecostal fulfillment—that is, a partial fulfillment, an earnest of the Spirit. But we have yet 
to see the final fulfillment on the eighth day of Tabernacles. 


Ezra the scribe read the law from the Feast of Trumpets to the Feast of Tabernacles. This was to prepare the hearts of 
the people to keep the autumn feasts. Prophetically speaking, it lays the pattern for us today, for we too have been in 
a Babylonian captivity to an entity called "mystery Babylon" (Rev. 17:5). This is both external and internal. We are 
certainly in a captivity to the old Adamic nature; however, in addition to this, we must hasten to say that this Adamic 
nature has manifested itself in the world political, religious, social, and economic systems throughout history. The 
pattern of Ezra and the second temple suggests that the Feast of Tabernacles will not be fulfilled until we have come 
out of "mystery Babylon." 


The walls of the New Jerusalem must also be built in some manner—whatever this might mean on the prophetic level. 
The wall is depicted symbolically in Revelation 21:12-14 with foundation stones made of precious stones reminiscent 
of the stones in the high priest's breastplate. Zechariah 2:5 speaks of the New Jerusalem as "towns without walls" and 
yet having a "wall of fire" around it and in its midst. This is quite obviously symbolic of the Spirit of God and of divine 
protection, among other things. Since fire is also one of the symbols of the divine law (Deut. 33:2), the wall also 
relates to Ezra's reading of the law prior to the keeping of Tabernacles. 


According to Deuteronomy 31:10 and 11, the law was to be read every seventh year in the year of release—that is, 
the land-rest year—at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. We know from 2 Chronicles 36:21 that the people had 
never kept a true land rest or their Jubilees from the days of Joshua to the Babylonian captivity. They DID begin to 
keep the land-rest years after returning from Babylon in 534 B.C., for in subsequent history we read of three land rests. 
The first is recorded in 1 Maccabees 6:53, which occurred in 163—162 B.C. The second is recorded in Josephus, 
Antiquities of the Jews, XV, i, 2. This sabbath occurred when Herod the Great successfully besieged Jerusalem in 37— 
36 B.C. and overthrew Antigonus. He was still reigning when Jesus was born and is the Herod who killed the children 
of Bethlehem. The third rest year was from 69-70 A.D. during which year the temple was destroyed by the Romans. 


The value in knowing the dates of these rest years is that we can count the years back to when they started the sabbatical 
calendar. It goes back to 534 B.C., the year that the remnant left Babylon and returned to the land of Judah. Even so, 
the people still did not seem to know the law well enough to know that it was to be read every seventh year at 
Tabernacles. Even though the people knew enough of the law to keep Tabernacles in the first year of their release from 
Babylon, it took 89 more years for them to really grasp the divine law. 


This prophetic pattern tells us that Christians today must hear the law, understand it, and also respond to it, before the 
fulfillment of Tabernacles can find its real fulfillment. We see this pattern by reading further in Nehemiah 8: 
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3 And he read from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law ... ® And they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to 
give the sense so that they understood the reading. 


The law seems to have been relatively unknown prior to Ezra's reading of it. While in Babylon, the people had learned 
the ways and laws of their pagan hosts. Those who did know some of the law apparently did not really understand it. 
So Ezra explained it as he read it. Even today, the reason many Christians seldom read the divine law is because they 
have been told how oppressive it is. It is oppressive to the rebellious heart and to the unenlightened mind. But once 
we begin to understand it, we will rejoice over it even as the people in Ezra's day rejoiced. 


’ Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, ''This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all 
the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. !° Then he said to them, "Go, eat of the 
fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our 
Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." !! So the Levites calmed all the 
people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." !* And all the people went away to eat, 
to drink, to send portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which 
had been made known to them. 


The reading of the law (beginning on the Feast of Trumpets) was to prepare the hearts of the people for repentance 
and revival on the Day of Atonement on the tenth day of the month. The revival began immediately on the Feast of 
Trumpets at the reading of the law. In this sense, the trumpet represents the preaching of the Word, particularly the 
divine law. One of the main purposes of the law is to give us a knowledge of sin (Rom. 3:20; 7:7). The law is the 
standard that defines sin and righteousness (1 John 3:4). Though it cannot justify any sinner, it does provide the basis 
by which men are convicted as sinners, for "where there is no law, neither is there violation" (Romans 4:15). 


Repentance, then, of necessity involves the law, for no man can repent except he receives the revelation of his sin 
through the understanding of the law. 


On the second day of the reading of the law, Ezra finally came to the place where Moses spoke of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Only then did the people discover that they were not keeping this feast correctly: 


13 Then on the second day the heads of fathers' households of all the people, the priests, and the Levites 
were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of the law. ‘4 And they found 
written in the law how the LORD had commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in 
booths during the feast of the seventh month. '* So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in all 
their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, ''Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches, and wild olive 
branches, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of other leafy trees, to make booths, as it is 
written." 16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, 
and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate, and in 
the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 1 And the entire assembly of those who had returned from the 
captivity made booths and lived in them. The sons of Israel had indeed not done so from the days of Joshua 
the son of Nun to that day. And there was great rejoicing. 


Up to now we have shown that the people in Solomon's day kept the Feast of Tabernacles at the dedication of the first 
temple. We also saw how the people began to keep the Feast of Tabernacles as soon as they left Babylon. However, 
they had not done so with any real understanding of the law. Hence, they had kept Tabernacles imperfectly ever since 
the days of Joshua. Think about it. It was not until Ezra read the law in 445 B.C. that the people finally observed the 
Feast of Tabernacles in the biblically prescribed manner. 
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The 490-Year Link with the Apostle Paul 


Daniel 9:24 speaks of a 70-week period of time leading to the work of the Messiah in the context of the old Jerusalem. 
This is not 70 weeks in the sense of seven-day weeks, but rather, weeks of years—that is, sabbath rest years. Seventy 
rest years is a period of 490 years, which our book, Secrets of Time shows to be dated 458 B.C. to 33 A.D. Daniel's 
prophecy of the 70 weeks extended from the Edict of Artaxerxes in 458 B.C. to the death of Jesus on the cross in 33 
A.D. For those who disagree with this view, we simply refer them to the historical and biblical evidence in Secrets of 
Time, pp. 107-110. 


There is another 490-year period as well. If we begin with Ezra's revival in 445 B.C., when the people began to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles in the lawful manner, precisely 490 years later brings us to 46 A.D., the year that the Apostle 
Paul began his ministry in Acts 11:27-30. Prophets had come from Jerusalem with the revelation of a coming famine, 
which began in the fourth Consulship of the Roman Emperor Claudius (47 A.D.). The prophets came in 46 A.D. prior 
to the onset of the famine, and this was at the beginning of the 14" year (Gal. 2:1) since Paul's conversion on the 
Damascus road in late 33 A.D. 


Paul himself was a prophetic picture of the transition from Pentecost to Tabernacles. His Hebrew name was Saul, but 
his Roman name was Paul. When he was known as Saul, he acted much like the Old Testament's King Saul, who 
persecuted David. King Saul, who was crowned king on the day of wheat harvest, or Pentecost (1 Sam. 12:17), was a 
prophetic pattern of the Church under the Pentecostal anointing. Saul's authority was legitimate and God-ordained, 
but he did not have an enduring dynasty. 


On the other hand, David, who was crowned on a Jubilee, became a pattern of the overcomers and of the Church under 
the anointing of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


So the Apostle Paul, while he was still known as Saul, persecuted the Church, even as King Saul had persecuted David. 
However, the New Testament Saul was converted, and his name was ultimately changed to Paul (Acts 13:9). In this 
we see instruction as to the manner in which those in the Pentecostal Age may ascend into a higher realm of anointing 
and understanding. For further study on this and other Old Testament patterns of Pentecost and Tabernacles, we refer 
our readers to our two booklets, The Wheat and Asses of Pentecost and The Barley Overcomers. 


The 70-week pattern leading to Jesus' Passover work began with the Edict of Artaxerxes, who told Ezra to go to 
Jerusalem and make sacrifices there (Ezra 7:7). It was a sacrificial work that culminated with the Final Sacrifice on 
the cross. 


The second 70-week pattern began with the establishment of Tabernacles in 445 B.C. and culminated with Paul's 
ministry in 46 A.D. Paul is a type of overcomer who is able to make the transition from Saul (Pentecost) to Paul 
(Tabernacles). These events, then, foreshadow the second work of Christ under the anointing of Tabernacles. We will 
later show that this is primarily a preaching work that will bring all the kingdoms of this world under the feet of Jesus 
Christ. 


Without expounding upon this, we may at least point out that the 40" Jubilee of the Church came in 1993 A.D. This 
is also 4 x 490 years from 33 A.D. 


Thus also, the 40" Jubilee (4 x 490 years) from 46 A.D. would come in the year 2006 A.D. Whatever this may suggest 
is too early to know at this writing. However, it seems to suggest the beginning of a new type of ministry, comparable 
to Paul's, and yet greater, because Paul's ministry was a Tabernacles pattern of what should later come. 


Waving the Palm Branches at Tabernacles 


Nehemiah 8 tells us that the people had not kept the Feast of Tabernacles by dwelling in booths since the days of 
Joshua. Another part of this feast seems to have been ignored until this time. It was the practice of waving the fruit 
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and palm branches. It seems to have begun with Ezra in 445 B.C., but it was universally practiced by the time of 
Christ. The law of Moses tells us in Leviticus 23:40, 


4 Now on the first day you shall take [Heb. lawkakh, "to take or carry"] for yourselves the foliage of 
beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice 
[Heb. samach, "to rejoice"] before the LORD your God for seven days. 


Palms and willow branches were specified in the law in God's instructions in keeping the Feast of Booths. However, 
these particular branches were not necessarily used in Ezra's revival in the construction of the booths. Nehemiah 8:15 
says in the NASB, 


15 So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, ''Go out 
to the hills, and bring olive branches, and wild olive branches, myrtle branches, palm [shemen, "oil"] 
branches, and branches of other leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written." 


The NASB translates the Hebrew word, shemen, as "palm" in the verse above. However, the Hebrew word for palm 
is tamar, not shemen. The word, shemen, literally means "oil," which may be a reference to the large amount of sap 
found in evergreen trees. For this reason the King James Version renders it "pine." This seems to be a better rendering 
than the NASB rendering. It is not likely that the Hebrew text would use shemen if they meant palm trees. 


The wording in both of the above passages shows us that the precise trees to be used in the construction of the booths 
was not the important issue. The olive and pine trees (shemen) were not even mentioned in the law, and yet they used 
them in Ezra's day. 


It is perhaps more significant that these branches were also used to wave before the Lord in their time of rejoicing. 
The law quoted above (Lev. 23:40) literally says to CARRY these branches “TO REJOICE before the Lord your God 
for seven days." For this reason, the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures, translated a 
few centuries before Christ, also renders this "to rejoice." 


It is clear, then, that the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles was to include bringing branches of trees—even with 
fruit still on the branches—to wave when worshiping God. Josephus, the great Judean historian of the first century, 
comments on the customs of Tabernacles in Antiquities of the Jews, III, x, 4, saying, 


"Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, when the season of the year is changing for winter, the law enjoins 
us to pitch tabernacles in every one of our houses ... and keep a festival for eight days, and offer burnt- 
offerings, and sacrifice thank-offerings, that we should then CARRY IN OUR HANDS a branch of myrtle, and 


willow, and a bough of the palm-tree with the addition of the pome citron." 


Josephus also records that during the reign of Alexander Jannaeus (103-76 B.C.) the people pelted him with citrons 
that they were carrying to the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. We read of this in Antiquities of the Jews, XIII, 
xiii, 5, 


"As to Alexander, his own people were seditious against him; for at a festival which was then celebrated, when 
he stood upon the altar, and was going to sacrifice, the nation rose upon him and pelted him with citrons, 
which they then had in their hands because the law of the Jews required that at the feast of tabernacles every 
one should have branches of palm-tree and citron-tree; which thing we have elsewhere related." 


In Jesus' day there was always controversy between the Pharisees and the Sadducees regarding biblical interpretation. 
Regarding the laws of Tabernacles, this controversy is mentioned in Alfred Edersheim's book, The Temple, page 273, 


"As usual, we are met at the outset by a controversy between the Pharisees and the Sadducees ... The Sadducees 
understood (as do the modern Karaite Jews) to refer to the materials whence the booths were to be constructed, 
while the Pharisees applied it to what the worshippers were to carry in their hands. The latter interpretation 
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is, in all likelihood, the correct one; it seems borne out by the account of the festival at the time of Nehemiah, 
when the booths were constructed of branches of other trees than those mentioned in Leviticus xxiii; and it was 
universally adopted in practice at the time of Christ." 


The waving of these branches (and citrus fruit) was done by singing and praising God, particularly in singing such 
psalms as Psalm 118:25-27, 


25 O LORD, do save ["Hosanna"], we beseech Thee; O LORD, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! 7° 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; we have blessed you from the house of the 
LORD. ” The LORD is God, and He has given us light; bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns 
of the altar. 7 Thou art my God, and I give thanks to Thee; Thou art my God, I extol Thee. 


Hosanna is from the Hebrew word yasha, the root of Yeshua, or Jesus. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the donkey 
just prior to the Passover when He was crucified, the people welcomed Him as the Messiah with these words, waving 
palm branches. Although this was primarily a psalm sung at the Feast of Tabernacles, the people were unknowingly 
prophesying of the Messiah's second coming. They did not realize that verse 27 was about to be fulfilled, in that the 
priests were soon going to "bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar." That is, the Messiah would be the 
sacrificial Lamb that would take away the sin of the world. 


Nonetheless, the book of Revelation gives us the vision of the final outcome of this prophecy, for we read in 
Revelation 7:9 and 10, 


’ After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation 
and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, and palm branches were in their hands; '° and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation 
[Heb. yeshua, or Jesus] to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 


The ultimate fulfillment of this vision is when the multitude of Abraham's seed, that cannot be measured or numbered, 
observe the Feast of Tabernacles. Abraham was to be the father of many nations, both physically and spiritually. Thus, 
the Abrahamic promise and blessing finds its ultimate fulfillment in the Feast of Tabernacles. The fruit left on some 
of the branches depicts offspring, the "fruit of the womb" that comes through this feast. 


The fact that Tabernacles finds its culmination on the eighth day shows that it is meant to depict a cycle from birth to 
circumcision, which occurred on the eighth day under the Old Covenant. Under the New Covenant, the Feast of 
Tabernacles depicts the same type of cycle, showing that the birth of the Manchild company will occur on the first day 
of Tabernacles, and the circumcision of the heart occurs on the eighth day. 


Jesus Observes Tabernacles 


The Apostle John is the only New Testament writer to tell us how Jesus observed the Feast of Tabernacles. John 7 
says, 


2 Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand. * His brothers therefore said to Him, 
"Depart from here, and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which You are 
doing. * For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these 
things, show Yourself to the world." > For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 


This is a prophetic pattern of the second coming of Christ at the Feast of Booths, or Tabernacles. It shows that Jesus 
is coming in the midst of this feast (7:14), and that the Holy Spirit will be poured out on the eighth day (7:37-39). It 
also shows that His "brothers" wanted Him to show Himself openly in order to advertise Himself. They seem to have 
believed that if He would make a show of His powers and abilities to heal, then everyone would proclaim Him to be 
King. Perhaps they suggested that He ride into Jerusalem on a white horse with an entourage of dancing girls and 
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cheering disciples. He could throw off the yoke of Rome, and for that matter, the yoke of the current priesthood. It 
would be a great career move. 


But John says that they did not believe in Him. It is plain that, at the time, they would have disagreed with John's 
assessment of their faith. From their perspective, they wanted an open show because they DID believe in Him. They 
believed in His ability to heal and raise the dead. They believed that He could fulfill the people's expectations of the 
Messiah, if only He had some expert marketers to advise Him. Yet by the time John wrote his gospel in later years, he 
probably shook his head, wondering how they could have been so silly. He knew the truth of the matter by this time. 
At the time, they disagreed with Jesus' marketing techniques. They did not really believe that He was doing what His 
Father was telling Him to do. 


é Jesus therefore said to them, "My time is not yet at hand, but your time is always opportune. ” The 
world cannot hate you; but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 8 Go up to the feast 
yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time has not yet fully come ." ° And having said these 
things to them, He stayed in Galilee. !° But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself 
also went up, not publicly, but as it were, in secret. 


Jesus said that it was not yet His time to be manifested openly. It was not His time to be proclaimed King and to take 
His rightful position as Heir of all things. The dominion mandate had been given to Adam in Genesis 1:28, and this 
right to have dominion over the earth had been passed down to Seth, Methuselah, Noah, Shem, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, 
David, and finally to Jesus. Jesus was the rightful King of the earth, but He was to be proclaimed openly at an appointed 
time. 


The first time Jesus allowed Himself to be proclaimed openly was on "Palm Sunday" a few days before He was 
crucified. Though it was the Passover season, the people acted as though it were the Feast of Tabernacles, waving 
palm branches and singing Psalm 118:25 and 26. If the people had known the appointed times, they would have 
understood that His time of ruling the earth would come not at Passover, but at the Feast of Tabernacles. Even so, the 
people set a prophetic pattern on Palm Sunday that will manifest later at the appointed time. 


In John 7:7 Jesus made a rather odd statement that "the world cannot hate you; but it hates Me because I testify of it, 
that its deeds are evil." What does this statement have to do with the situation at hand? It seems to be a prophetic 
statement that as long as the world hates Jesus, they will not see Him openly manifested. It would seem from this that 
Jesus will indeed manifest Himself openly as King of Kings among all nations; however, men will not necessarily see 
Him until they have come to love Him. 


In other words, all men must go through the stages of development in their Christian lives, as they come to know Him 
and love Him. These stages are represented by the three feast days of Israel, as well as in the three parts of the 
Tabernacle of Moses. In our Passover experience of justification, we come into the outer court of the Tabernacle of 
Moses. From there, we "see" Christ in a dim light through two veils. As we progress from the outer court to the Holy 
Place through the experience of Pentecost, we pass through another veil, and we "see" Christ in a greater light. But 
only when we penetrate that third veil by means of the Feast of Tabernacles do we come face to face with Jesus Christ 
in all His glory. 


Biblical precedents indicate that when God comes in glory, He hides that glory by veils, because most men are not 
equipped to view Him in His full glory. The purpose of the three feasts is to prepare men's hearts to view His glory 
when He comes. It seems likely, then, that the second coming of Christ will not be an open manifestation of Himself 
to the whole world at the same time. Only the overcomers who enter into the experience of Tabernacles will see Him 
fully in His glory. The rest of the world will see Him only through veils until a later time when their eyes have become 
accustomed to His light. Most people, perhaps, will see Christ only through His body. 


The glorified overcomers will veil that glory when they come to teach the world of God and His ways, as did Moses, 
who had to veil his face in order not to frighten the people. The glory of God is too much for the carnal man until he 
has had opportunity to grow in the knowledge of His glory. We will deal with this more fully in chapter nine. 
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Jesus did not openly go to Jerusalem for this Feast of Tabernacles in John 7. He went in secret, and He did not even 
go with His disciples. This seems like a very strange thing for Him to do. By sending the disciples ahead, He set the 
stage for a prophetic pattern of His second coming. He came to Jerusalem, not openly, but "in secret." Many were 
looking for His coming, but they did not know He was there, nor did they see Him: 


1 The Jews therefore were seeking Him at the feast, and were saying, Where is He?" !” And there was 
much grumbling among the multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a good man"; others 
were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray." "° Yet no one was speaking openly of 
Him for fear of the Jews. 


Finally, then, Jesus made His appearance. He did not come specifically to the disciples, but suddenly appeared teaching 
in the temple. 


The Midst of the Feast 
14 But when it was now the midst of the feast, Jesus went up into the temple, and began to teach. 


This prophetic pattern seems to indicate that Jesus will come in the middle of the Feast of Tabernacles of some year. 
The manner of His coming will be "in secret" (Greek: kruptos, "hidden, concealed, secret"). Paul used this word in 
Romans 2:29, saying, "he is a [true] Jew who is one inwardly." He will manifest Himself in His temple TEACHING 
the Word to the people. In the old order God inhabited buildings of wood and stone, but today He has moved and 
taken residence in His people. Paul says that we are the temples of God now (1 Cor. 3:16). Therefore, what Jesus did 
in His first coming—by suddenly appearing in the temple made of wood and stone—is not what He will do the second 
time. This time He will appear, or manifest Himself, to the world in His people, His true temple. As we have stated 
earlier, the overcomers will see Him face to face, but the rest of the people will see Him through veils of flesh in lesser 
degrees of manifestation. 


Malachi 3:1 says, 


1 "Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 
you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming," says the LORD of hosts. ° "But who can endure the day of His coming? And who 
can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. ° "And He will sit as a 
smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so 
that they may present to the LORD offerings in righteousness. 4 "Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD, as in the days of old and as in former years. 


Malachi tells us some details of His appearance. He will come like "a smelter and purifier of silver" (3:3) in order that 
the true priesthood may be able to offer to God an acceptable sacrifice. This is written in Old Testament terms, of 
course, but we must see it ina New Testament light. The priesthood that God is now establishing is no longer Levitical, 
but is of the Melchisedec Order, of which Jesus is the High Priest (Heb. 6:20). Malachi wrote in his first chapter that 
the priests of his day were offering blind and lame sacrifices on the altar, and he asked the people if God was pleased 
with this (Mal. 1:8, 9). And so in chapter three, Malachi prophesies that God was going to purify and cleanse the 
priesthood, so that they might offer to God an acceptable offering. 


Paul tells us in Romans 12:1 that we are to present ourselves to God as "living sacrifices" that are acceptable to Him. 
The problem is that Isaiah 42:18 asks, "Who is blind but My servant?" This is confirmed in many places in Isaiah's 
writings. Isaiah 44:18 even tells us that God blinded their eyes. God's servants are also lame in their Christian walk, 
even as God caused Jacob to be lame after he wrestled with the angel (Gen. 32:32). 


This is the nature of the Christian while he is limited by the revelation of Passover and Pentecost. The veils still blind 
us to the true nature of God in His glory. We are still limited in our ability to walk the Christian life, because, though 
we have been imputed righteous, we are not yet actually righteous. 
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In other words, we are not yet acceptable offerings to God in the fullest sense of the word. The Feast of Tabernacles 
is a time when all of this will change, for He will come to His temple—His body, His priesthood—to purify them, so 
that they may truly offer up an acceptable offering. The divine law in Leviticus 2:11 states that no offering can be 
mixed with leaven, and yet the Pentecostal offering was two loaves of bread baked with leaven (Lev. 23:17). This 
prophesies to us that as long as we remain in Pentecost, we are an unacceptable offering to God in the ultimate sense. 
God must purify us through the Feast of Tabernacles in order that we might come fully into the divine presence with 
no veils between us. 


The Eighth Day of Tabernacles 
Jesus prophesied on the eighth day of Tabernacles of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in John 7:37-39: 


37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If any man is thirsty, 
let him come to Me and drink. ** "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost 
being shall flow rivers of living water.'" °° But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 


In those days it was customary for the priest at the temple to pour out a drink offering of water each morning for seven 
days during the Feast of Tabernacles. This would be poured out of a silver pitcher. They did not do this on the morning 
of the eighth day. So when Jesus cried out for men to come to Him for drink, it signified a different kind of water that 
would be poured out on the eighth day of Tabernacles. 


Pouring out the water at the Feast of Tabernacles was meant to depict the Spirit of God being poured out, as prophesied 
by Joel 2:23 and 28. The people, however, viewed this in a more carnal fashion, thinking that this ceremony merely 
prayed for rain, which generally began to fall around the time of Tabernacles. This was, indeed, important to the 
planting of crops in that time of the year. But they often missed its real significance. 


When Jesus proclaimed with a loud voice that men were to come to Him for drink, and that this would result in a river 
of living water flowing from their innermost beings, He was actually referring to Isaiah 12:2, 3, which says, 


Behold, God is my salvation [Heb. Yeshua], I will trust and not be afraid; for the LORD GOD [Heb. 
Yah Yahweh] is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation [Yeshua]."" > Therefore you will 
joyously draw water from the springs of salvation [Yeshua]. 


Yeshua, or Joshua, was Jesus' Hebrew name. So Isaiah was actually prophesying that Yahweh has become my Yeshua. 
That is, Jesus Christ (Yeshua) was known as Yahweh in the Old Testament before His incarnation in the earth. Further, 
Isaiah prophesies that we would "joyously draw water from the springs of Yeshua." Thus, when Jesus shouted to the 
people on the eighth day of Tabernacles that all who were thirsty were to come to HIM for drink, He was referring to 
Isaiah 12:3. 


As we have already seen, Solomon's temple was glorified on the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles. That event 
prophesied of the glorification of a new temple made of living stones, of which Pentecost was only a downpayment. 
The fact that Jesus prophesied of the outpouring of the Spirit on the last great day of the Feast of Tabernacles shows 
that this is the appointed time for the fullness of the Spirit yet to come. 


Prophetic Temple Ceremonies at Tabernacles 
On each of the seven days of Tabernacles, the priests formed a procession and walked around the altar, singing Psalm 


118:25, "O then, now, work salvation, Yahweh! O Yahweh, give prosperity." On the last day of the feast, that is, the 
seventh day, the priests walked around the altar seven times. Alfred Edersheim says in The Temple, page 280, 
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"But on the seventh [day] ... they made the circuit of the altar seven times, remembering how the walls of 
Jericho had fallen in similar circumstances, and anticipating how, by the direct interposition of God, the walls 
of heathendom would fall before Jehovah, and the land lie open for His people to go in and possess it." 


That day was also called the "Day of Willows" or the "Day of Beating the Branches," as Edersheim tells us, "because 
all the leaves were shaken off the willow boughs, and the palm branches beaten in pieces by the side of the altar." The 
imagery here portrays the destruction of Jericho and the judgment of nations ("trees"), by which He brings all nations 
into subjection to Christ. 


The circuit around the altar portrayed the battle of Jericho, and the beating of the tree branches signified the conquest 
of Jericho—and by extension, all nations, for Jericho was a type and shadow of the nations in general. This prophesied 
the day when all nations would be conquered, and Christ would rule all nations as His inheritance. This conquest is 
associated particularly with the Feast of Tabernacles, showing that the coming of Christ and the establishment of 
divine government will be the fulfillment of this feast. 


This will begin, of course, with the overcomers, whose corruptible bodies (Jericho) and mortal natures will be 
"conquered" by Jesus Christ and fully ruled by divine law. These are the firstfruits of the creation, for whose 
manifestation all creation groans. Even as Jericho was the firstfruits of Canaan in its conquest, so also is the conquest 
of the overcomer body the firstfruits of the world. 


The priests had another ceremony at the time of the evening sacrifice during the seven days of Tabernacles. It was 
called the illumination of the temple. At the close of the day, after the sacrifices and drink offerings had been poured 
out, the worshipers came down from the Court of Israel to the Court of the Women, where four large golden lampstands 
had been set up, each having four golden bowls. Four young priests carrying pitchers of oil then filled the bowls of 
the lampstands. 


This ceremony was intended to portray the glory of God in Jerusalem. The glory of God had never come to that temple, 
of course, so in that sense, the illumination of the temple must have seemed like a poor substitute to those who really 
understood this. Even so, it did prophesy of the New Jerusalem and its New Temple made of living stones. Jesus 
explained the significance of this practice the next day as He taught the people, for we read in John 8:12, 


12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not 
walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 


Even as the true water of life was to be drawn from Jesus, as He proclaimed on the last great day of the feast, so also 
must all come to Jesus to receive the true light of truth. The light of life comes when the fullness of the Spirit comes 
down to indwell the temple of our bodies. The illumination of the temple, then, prophesies of the glory and light of 
God filling His people at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


The Eight Signs in the Gospel of John 
After Jesus turned the water into wine, John 2:11 says, 


11 This beginning of His signs [Greek: semeion, "sign, mark, or token"] Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 


There are, in fact, eight signs in the book of John. They are as follows: 


It is not possible to give a complete study of these signs in this book, although these signs correlate with the Feast of 
Tabernacles. In John 2:11, quoted above, the purpose of the signs were to manifest His glory in the earth. The first 
seven signs were done before His death and resurrection; the final sign was done after His resurrection. After each of 
the signs, Jesus gave teaching and commentary that revealed the meaning of each sign. John also records other stories 
after each of the signs. These illustrate the preceding sign. 
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The middle signs—that is, the fourth and fifth signs—are prophetic of the middle of the Feast of Tabernacles. First, 
Jesus fed the 5,000 with five barley loaves and two fish at the time of Passover (John 6:4). As a result, the people 
wanted to make Him a king (John 6:15). Later, in John 7 at the Feast of Tabernacles, the people wanted to kill Him 
(7:19). It seems that they never could figure out when to do what. They should have been offering Him up as the 
Sacrifice to God at Passover, and they should have wanted to crown Him king at Tabernacles. 


After feeding the multitude, Jesus escaped to a mountain to pray, sending His disciples ahead of Him across the Sea 
of Galilee. They found themselves in the middle of a contrary wind storm. In the middle of the lake, Jesus came to 
them, walking on the water. In Matthew's account of the same story, we read that Peter went out to meet Jesus (Matt. 
14:39-42). Jesus and Peter then returned to the boat, and suddenly, they found themselves at Capernaum (John 6:21 
and 24). 


This story prophesies of the second coming of Christ. The story begins with the Passover work of Christ, where He 
feeds the multitude with His teachings, while they want to make Him a king. They did not know that His first coming 
was supposed to be a death work. So Jesus ascended to a high mountain to pray. This prophesied of His ascension to 
heaven, where He makes intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). Meanwhile, He has sent out His disciples into the world, 
knowing that they would face tribulation during His absence. The storm that the disciples encountered signifies 
tribulation. 


Then Jesus came to them. John says they had rowed twenty or thirty furlongs (John 6:19), which was about the middle 
of the lake. Peter went out to meet Him. He was here acting out the part of the overcomers who will "meet the Lord in 
the air" (1 Thess. 4:17). Take note that NOT ALL of the disciples went out to meet Him, even though they were all 
believers. Only Peter set foot out of the boat. He represents the overcomers. Peter, of course, began to look at the wind 
and waves and began to sink, but Jesus caught him. This shows that the overcomers are probably no more perfect than 
the other believers, or disciples, but they do have something within them that the others do not have. Other Bible 
passages give more details, but this is outside the scope of the present story. 


Finally, as soon as Jesus stepped into the boat with the disciples, the wind ceased (Matt. 14:32), and the boat was 
miraculously transported to the other side of the lake to the town of Capernaum (John 6:21, 24). We will have more 
to say of this later, but this is the "catching away" prophesied in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. They found themselves at the 
town of Capernaum, which is a compound Hebrew name. The roots of this name are kippur and nacham. Kippur 
means "covering," while nacham means "comforter." In other words, they came to the place of the fullness of the 
Spirit, the full covering of the Comforter, that is, the Holy Spirit. 


This prophesies in some way about the middle of the Feast of Tabernacles. In some manner that is not yet clear, it 
appears that Jesus will come in the midst of the feast, and the overcomers will be "caught away" to the eighth day of 
Tabernacles, which is their Capernaum. Meanwhile, the other people who had been fed at the Passover sign, came 
looking for Him, still desiring to be fed, still focused upon the Passover work of Christ (John 6:22-26). They had no 
knowledge or understanding of the Tabernacles work. They also did not know where He went or when He came to 
Capernaum (John 6:25). 


John then records Jesus' teachings that explained the two signs. First Jesus explained that He was the true bread from 
heaven (John 6:32). When the 5,000 had been fed, they gathered of the leftovers twelve baskets full. Jesus equates 
this to the resurrection of the dead, saying in John 6:39 and 40, 


3 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up 
on the last day. *° For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in 
Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day . 


Jesus repeats this statement two more times in John 6:44 and 54. The purpose of the manna from heaven (and the 
feeding of the 5,000) is found in John 6:45, 
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45 It is written in the prophets, "And they shall all be taught of God." Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father, comes to Me. 


The rest of John 6 is commentary on the feeding of the 5,000. Then in John 7 we find the prophetic story of Jesus as 
He kept the Feast of Tabernacles. This illustrates and explains the meaning of the fifth sign in John, where Jesus came 
to the disciples in the midst of the lake. 


In the fifth sign, Jesus sent His disciples ahead to Jerusalem. In John 7 Jesus sent His disciples ahead to Jerusalem for 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 


In the fifth sign, the people did not know where Jesus was. In John 7 the people again did not know where Jesus was. 


In the fifth sign, Jesus came to the disciples in the midst of the lake. In John 7 Jesus came to the temple in the midst 
of the Feast of Tabernacles. In the fifth sign, Jesus and the disciples were caught away to Capernaum, the "covering 
of the Comforter." In John 7 Jesus prophesied on the eighth day of the feast about the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 


All of these things appear to show us the timing of Jesus' second coming insofar as the time of year is concerned. Of 
course, these accounts say nothing about which year He might come. The manner of His coming is no doubt revealed 
in these stories as well, but we recognize that these stories are written as parables and illustrations, allowing much 
room for discussion over different viewpoints. We ourselves have a particular view as well, but we are not inclined to 
think that we are infallible in our opinions. Nonetheless, even those who may disagree with our conclusions will no 
doubt benefit from the insights displayed in this book. 
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Chapter 8: Presenting the Firstborn 


The Feast of Tabernacles was one week long, and yet there was a final ceremony on the eighth day to crown the feast 
with glory. The divine law itself is relatively silent on this, mandating only that the first and the eighth day be sabbaths. 


The Law of the Eighth-Day Circumcision 
Leviticus 23:39 says, 


3 On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of the land, 
you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD for seven days, with a rest on the first day and a rest on the 
eighth day. 


As we saw earlier, this eighth day of Tabernacles was called “the last day, the great day of the feast" in John 7:37. 
And so John considered it to be the culmination of the feast itself, not (as some believe) a separate day from the feast. 


Circumcision was also done on the eighth day, dating back to its institution with Abraham prior to Isaac's birth. 
Genesis 17:12 says, 


12 And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a 
servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your 
descendants. 


On the eighth day Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the temple for circumcision and to register His name officially. 
Luke 2:21 says, 


21 And when eight days were completed before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 


The sons were named on the eighth day (officially) when their births were registered in the temple's genealogy books. 
These records were important, because they legally established the names of those under the covenant. It was a dim 
picture of the book of life, because it was supposed to record the names of those who had faith in God and were 
obedient to His law. Of course, this goal failed rather miserably. Nonetheless, it forms an imperfect pattern of a more 
perfect book of life, which is written in heaven, and which is totally accurate. This book is referenced not only in 
Revelation 20:12, but also by Moses himself in Exodus 32:32. 


All of this lays down a principle of divine law that establishes the appointed times for the naming of the sons and the 
circumcision of the heart. The overcomers, or the barley company, will have their heart circumcised on the eighth day 
of Tabernacles. The Church—that is, the wheat company—will have their heart circumcised after the seventh 
millennium, that is, at the beginning of the eighth thousand-year period of history. The grape company of nations will 
have their hearts circumcised in the fiftieth millennium, which is the great Creation Jubilee. The fiftieth year is also 
an eighth year, because it follows the 49" year sabbath rest. For this reason, all of creation awaits the manifestation of 
the sons of God (the overcomers first, followed by the Church later). When they see these manifestations, they will 
know that there is hope for them as well. 


In the same manner, we today have hope, knowing that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and was manifested in 
glory. The fact that He overcame death establishes the same hope for those who believe in Him. 


The divine law also tells us that all the firstborn of every domestic beast was to be given to God. Exodus 22:29 and 
30 says, 
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2° You shall not delay the offering from your harvest and your vintage. The first-born of your sons you 
shall give to Me. *° You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep. It shall be with its mother 
seven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me. 


It was unlawful to present the firstborn to God on any other day than the eighth day. This is a very important law that 
establishes the appointed times. We are not to do things our way, but God's way. He set it up to show us the timing of 
the manifestation of the sons of God mentioned in Romans 8:19. For thousands of years men have attempted to 
become righteous enough and holy enough to experience this manifestation of His glory. Some attempted to do so 
under the anointing of Passover in the Old Testament. Others attempted it in the years following the fulfillment of 
Pentecost. Men became monks and hermits and separated themselves from society in order to contemplate God and 
attempt to become perfected under anointings that fell short of Tabernacles. 


How much good could they have accomplished for the Kingdom of God if these devout men had remained in society 
and borne witness of Jesus Christ to unbelievers? There is, of course, a time to go out into the wilderness and meet 
God. God does call some out into the wilderness to be trained directly by God. But the purpose of the wilderness is 
not to remain there forever, but to be equipped and trained to go back to the old order, where their services are most 
needed. 


The Firstborn of Unclean Animals 


The firstborn of every domestic beast was to be given to God on the eighth day. The only exception to this rule was in 
the case of an unclean beast, where the firstborn was to be redeemed with a lamb. For example, the firstborn of a 
donkey could not be given to God in that state, and this again lays down a very important principle. God will not 
accept unclean people either. Exodus 13:12 and 13 says, 


12 that you shall devote to the LORD the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every 
beast that you own; the males belong to the LORD. © But every first offspring of a donkey you shall 
redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and every first-born of 
man among your sons you shall redeem. 


To the superficially minded, this law would only apply to donkeys. But in verse 13 above, God applies it to all the 
firstborn of Israel. God says first that all the firstborn of the donkeys had to be redeemed with a lamb—and hence, all 
the firstborn of Israel had to be redeemed. He was, in effect, calling them a herd of donkeys! They were all in need of 
redemption. That was why God instituted Passover. It was necessary to redeem the people with a lamb, because they 
could not be presented to God in their unclean state. Because of Passover, Israel became "the sheep of His pasture" 
(Psalm 100:3). Without such redemption, they would have remained the donkeys of His corral. Yet Hosea 11:1 says, 
"When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son." 


Israel was, in effect, fathered by God, but their mother was Egypt. Even after they left Egypt, they longed for the food 
that they had enjoyed in Egypt. They did not seem to appreciate the manna in the wilderness. Numbers 11:4-6 says, 


4 And the rabble who were among them had greedy desires; and also the sons of Israel wept again and 
said, "Who will give us meat to eat? > We remember the fish which we used to eat free in Egypt, the 
cucumbers and the melons and the leeks and the onions and the garlic, ° but now our appetite is gone. 
There is nothing at all to look at except this manna." 


Although Israel was God's "son," as Hosea 11:1 tells us, they were an Ishmael, not an Isaac, at that stage of character 
development and spiritual experience. For this reason, they needed to be redeemed by a lamb at Passover when God 
brought them out of Egypt. What Abram did with Hagar, God did with Egypt . 

Abram took Hagar and brought forth Ishmael. 


God took Egypt and brought forth Israel. 
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These are all prophetic patterns that tell us divine principles, not only in how we relate to God and experience Him 
through the feasts, but also in matters of timing. Ultimately, in the manifestation of the sons of God, the overcomers- 
in-training will move from a Pentecostal level to the Tabernacles level in their knowledge of God. Paul speaks of this, 
too, as "the redemption of our body" (Rom. 8:23). Why would the body need to be redeemed? It must be redeemed, 
because it is currently an unclean donkey. 


Donkeys are NOT BAD creatures; they are simply unclean. Donkeys can be good servants—and the era of Pentecost 
is meant to teach us to hear and obey God's voice, so that we would become good servants of God. Even so, our present 
flesh is unclean and cannot be presented to God as firstborn sons without the redemption of the body. That redemption 
will be the point where we fully take upon ourselves the nature of the Lamb. 


Ishmael—the Wild Donkey 


Another prime example that illustrates this law of redemption is found in the story of Ishmael, whom the angel called 
a wild donkey. In Genesis 16:12 the angel says, 


12 And he will be a wild donkey of a man [pareh awdawm], his hand will be against everyone, and 
everyone's hand will be against him; and he will live to the east of all his brothers." 


Ishmael's father was Abram (later called Abraham). Ishmael's mother was Hagar, the Egyptian bondwoman. She was 
one of Pharaoh's daughters by a concubine. Pharaoh gave her to Sarah as a restitution payment after he had taken her 
into his harem, not knowing that she was Abram's wife (Gen. 12:10-20). The book of Jasher tells us this detail in 
15:31 and 32, 


31 And the king [Pharaoh] took a maiden whom he begat by his concubines, and he gave her to Sarai for a 
handmaid. * And the king said to his daughter, "It is better for thee, my daughter, to be a handmaid in this 
man's house than to be mistress in my house, after we have beheld the evil that befell us on account of this 
woman." 


In Jasher 16:23-25 we read again of Hagar's royal lineage at the story of Ishmael's conception and birth, this time 
specifically calling her by name: 


?3 And Sarai, the daughter of Haran, Abram's wife, was still barren in those days; she did not bear to Abram 
either son or daughter. ** And when she saw that she bare no children, she took her handmaid Hagar, whom 
Pharaoh had given her, and she gave her to Abram her husband for a wife. * For Hagar learned all the ways 
of Sarai as Sarai taught her, she was not in any way deficient in following her good ways. 


Returning to the biblical narrative, we read in Genesis 16 that Hagar's attitude changed after she conceived Abram's 
child. Perhaps this is more understandable, knowing that Hagar was actually an Egyptian princess who had been 
reduced to a hand-maid in Abram's house. Ishmael was the son of Abram and the grandson of Pharaoh on his mother's 
side. 


When Hagar conceived, she apparently began to despise Sarai (Gen. 16:4). She began to desire a calling that was not 
hers and thought that the promise to Abram would come through her. After all, it seemed apparent enough that God 
had made Sarai barren, so it was only natural to think that the promise had somehow been transferred to Hagar. So 
Sarai punished her in some manner not specified in Genesis 16:6, and Hagar ran away from home. In the wilderness 
an angel of God appeared to Hagar and told her to return. The angel also told her that she would have a son, and that 
she should call his name Ishmael, which means "God hears." 


In this context, the angel tells Hagar that her son would be "a wild donkey man." The Hebrew term is pareh adam. 


The word pareh is translated "wild donkey" or "wild ass" in Jeremiah 2:24 and other places. In our book, The Wheat 
and Asses of Pentecost, we show that wheat and asses are the two primary symbols of the Feast of Pentecost 
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throughout the Bible. In the story of Ishmael, we see him as a type of Pentecostal in relation to Isaac, who is a type of 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Donkeys have big ears that were designed for hearing. Ishmael's name ("God hears") shows the purpose of Pentecost, 
which is to hear the voice of God, as we have seen by example at Mount Sinai. Ishmael and Hagar are also associated 
with Mount Sinai in Galatians 4:25. Ishmael is born first, but he is not the one who will bring forth the promise. Even 
so, Pentecost comes before Tabernacles, but God will not establish the promise with Pentecost, but with Tabernacles. 


In the same way, Ishmael was born to Abram; Isaac was born to Abraham after God had changed his name in Genesis 
17:5. The addition of the Hebrew letter "H" has a breathy sound and indicates the inspiration of the Spirit, the breath 
of God. The same applies to his wife, Sarai, whose name God changed to Sarah. When Abram and Sarai received their 
new names, it prophesied that the promised seed could come only by the work of the Holy Spirit. In the case of Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit came upon Mary and conceived Him miraculously. In the case of the Body of Christ, this is 
fulfilled corporately in the outpouring of the Spirit in the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Pentecost is a feast that is mixed with leaven (Lev. 23:17). This is depicted in Ishmael, a man who had Abram as his 
father, but Hagar as his mother. The prophetic pattern shows us that in the era and anointing of Pentecost, the Church 
has faith like Abram but too often acts like Pharaoh, putting others into bondage. 


The Glory Manifests on the Eighth Day 
Revelation 20:6 tells us that the overcomers who take part in the first resurrection will be priests: 


é Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no 
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 


The book of Hebrews shows us that this will be a Melchisedec priesthood, not a Levitical one of the old order. 
However, the pattern foundations of the New Testament are laid in the Old. And so we see in the consecration of the 
Levitical priesthood a basic principle that carries over into the new priesthood. Leviticus 8 is the chapter dealing with 
the consecration of the Aaronic priests of the Levitical order. Here we find that it took a full seven days for Aaron and 
his sons to be consecrated as priests. Leviticus 8:33 instructed them as follows: 


33 And you shall not go outside the doorway of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the day that the 
period of your ordination is fulfilled; for he will ordain you through seven days. 


Then on the eighth day God promised to manifest His glory. Leviticus 9:1-4 says, 


1 Now it came about on the eighth day that Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel; ” 
and he said to Aaron, "Take for yourself a calf, a bull, for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, 
both without defect, and offer them before the LORD. °? "Then to the sons of Israel you shall speak, 
saying, 'Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both one year old, without defect, for 
a burnt offering, * and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain 
offering mixed with oil; for today the LORD SHALL appear to you. 


Here is one of the most important prophetic patterns of the appearing of Christ. This event comes on the eighth day, 
according to the law of presenting the firstborn to God, as we have seen in our study of Exodus 22:30. Continuing in 


Leviticus 9, we read: 


é And Moses said, "This is the thing which the LORD has commanded you to do, that the glory of the 
LORD may appear to you." 
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This is what one must do "that the glory of the Lord may appear to you." It tells us one of the main purposes of the 
week-long consecration to the priesthood is to become fit to offer the type of sacrifice that God truly requires. This, in 
turn, will manifest the glory of God to the rest of the people, when He accepts the offering. 


7 Moses then said to Aaron, "Come near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering, 
that you may make atonement for yourself and for the people; then make the offering for the people, 
that you may make atonement for them, just as the LORD has commanded." 


The glory of God will appear only when the priesthood can offer a sin offering and burnt offering that is fully 
acceptable to God. This is why Malachi 3:1-4 says that He will come as a refiner's fire to purify the "sons of Levi." 
Although this statement, like the law itself, comes in the context of the old order of priesthood, it is obviously a 
statement that has New Testament prophetic significance. At the fulfillment of Tabernacles, there will be a seven-day 
cleansing of the priesthood. From the pattern of John 6 and 7, studied earlier, Christ comes in the midst of this time in 
some manner. Once His Melchisedec priesthood has been refined, they can then offer an acceptable offering unto God 
on the eighth day of Tabernacles. God then accepts that offering by fire, and the glory of God is then manifested to 
the world. 


The burnt offering signifies a completely dedicated life to God. Its purpose was to find acceptance before God. 
Leviticus 1:3 and 4 says, 


3 If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer it, a male without defect; he shall offer it 
at the doorway of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. 4 And he shall lay his 
hand on the head of the burnt offering, that it may be accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf. 


The burnt offering was to be a “sweet savour unto the Lord" (Lev. 1:9, KJV), or a “a soothing aroma to the LORD" 
(NASB). The picture of the "soothing aroma" offerings is that God finds the food on His table to be a delightful smell 
and taste that He is looking for in our character. Jesus Christ was the burnt offering for us, in that He said, "Not My 
will, but Thine be done" (Luke 22:42). It speaks of the fully-submissive will. The priesthood needs to follow in Jesus' 
footsteps and have the same submissive will in order to offer an acceptable burnt offering unto God. 


The offering that they make is their own will upon the altar of their heart. In other words, this new order of priests will 
not be offering a burnt offering on an altar in Jerusalem. Whether or not zealous men find the ashes of the red heifer 
is of no consequence to God. The final blood Sacrifice has already been offered, and no one can add to it. This new 
priesthood will offer the only burnt offering that God has desired from the beginning—their own fleshly will upon the 
altar of the heart. That is the offering that God will accept by a baptism of fire that will completely transform these 
priests and equip them to rule with Him and manifest Christ to the rest of the world. 


The consecrated priests were also to offer a sin offering along with the burnt offering. The purpose of the sin offering 
was not for acceptance but for atonement for sin. Yet the sin offering was to be offered in the same place as the burnt 
offering (Lev. 4:33). It speaks of the fact that Jesus Christ was not only the burnt offering that made us acceptable 
before God, but He was also the sin offering that covered, or atoned for, our sin. He did both in the same place on the 
cross. 


When the consecrated priests of the Melchisedec Order come out of the tabernacle of God at the end of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, they will be able to offer a sin offering as well as a burnt offering. What does this mean? It means that 
the overcomer priests will be spotless lambs, even as Jesus was The Spotless Lamb. When the Melchisedec priests 
offer up the sin offering that is accepted by fire, it will signify that a new body of people has been presented to God 
who have overcome all sin by the power of the cleansing work of Tabernacles. As part of His body, and having His 
character, they will complete the work of bringing all things under His feet that Jesus began in His first coming, "for 
He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet." (1 Cor. 15:25). 


This work will not be done in a day. This is the second work of Christ, which we will explain fully in a later chapter. 
For now, understand that the two works of Christ were prophesied and explained in the law regarding the Day of 
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Atonement. Leviticus 16:16 says that the first goat was selected to make atonement for sin—that is, to COVER sin; 
the second goat was selected to REMOVE sin (Lev. 16:20—22). In Jesus' first work He died on the cross to cover our 
sin and lay the foundations for His second work in the autumn feasts. In His second work Christ in us comes forth 
from the temple—our bodies—into the wilderness (the world) to remove our sin. 


This work culminates with the Feast of Tabernacles, where Jesus comes in the midst of the feast to perfect His 
priesthood and consecrate them for a new work that will take a thousand years to accomplish. Even as Pentecost 
equipped the disciples to begin the work of world evangelism, so will the Feast of Tabernacles equip the overcomers 
in a greater way to finish the work under a greater anointing. Evangelism done under the anointing of Pentecost has 
been leavened; that is, it has been accomplished while we were still imperfect. Our sins have been covered, and we 
have been imputed righteous (as if we were perfect), but in the coming Tabernacles Age we will complete the work 
in the fullness of righteousness. 


Getting back to our study of Leviticus 9, this consecrated priesthood will offer both burnt offerings and sin offerings 
(along with all the other offerings) in a perfect manner on behalf of the Church and the rest of the world. Even as the 
priests in Moses' day offered up an acceptable sacrifice to God on the eighth day, so also will the priests of Melchisedec 
offer up a greater sacrifice to God on the eighth day of Tabernacles. This offering will be fully acceptable unto God, 
and He will answer by fire and manifest His glory. Leviticus 9:22-24 reads, 


22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he stepped down after making 
the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. ° And Moses and Aaron went into the 
tent of meeting. When they came out and blessed the people, the glory of the LORD appeared to all the 
people. 74 Then fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the portions 
of fat on the altar; and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 


Many people offered burnt offerings and sin offerings throughout history, particularly in the Old Testament era. 
However, in most cases they had to bring their own fire to burn the offering. We do not doubt that most of these 
offerings were acceptable before God on some level. However, the biblical pattern shows that when God accepts an 
offering by a spontaneous fire from heaven, it signifies a fully acceptable offering unto God. Examples of this are 
found in the angelic appearance to Samson's father (Judges 13:20) and in the well-known story of Elijah (1 Kings 
18:38). 


Offering Strange Fire 


The people and priests in Leviticus 9 were no doubt very impressed with the fire that fell from heaven, manifesting 
the glory of God. Yet because this was an early type and shadow, a pattern of greater things to come, we find that the 
priests in that day could not retain this glory even for a day. We find that the next day Nadab and Abihu, Aaron's sons, 
allowed this fire of God to die overnight. Leviticus 10:1 says, 


1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took their respective firepans, and after putting fire in them, 
placed incense on it and offered strange fire before the LORD, which He had not commanded them. ” 
And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 


Similar patterns are found throughout history, even in the history of genuine revivals in the Church. At times the Spirit 
of God has been poured out in a place, but because of the infirmity of men's flesh, the genuine spiritual fire is 
extinguished. When this happens, men invariably run for the matches to light the sacrifice with their own fire. When 
the Spirit leaves, the pitch increases, for men seem to think that the presence of the Holy Spirit is measured in decibels. 
There is even a song about "Priming the Pump" that used to be an old Pentecostal favorite. This is the spiritual 
equivalent of the priest lighting the fire with his own matches. 


We sympathize with people who want to hold on to a genuine move of the Spirit. But the problem is that in our present 
Pentecostal leavened state, we fall asleep in spite of ourselves, because we are incapable of fulfilling our priestly duties 
of keeping the fire lit. The law says in Leviticus 6:13, "Fire shall be kept burning continually on the altar; it is not to 
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go out." Though this was a command for the Levitical priests, it was not a law that they were able to keep. Thus, the 
fire of God died, and they felt that they had to substitute their own fire. Over the next centuries, the priests made every 
attempt to keep their strange fire burning continually, in order to keep the law. But the fire had not come from heaven. 
They were merely keeping their own fire burning. 


This law was not meant for them to fulfill. It was meant for a later priesthood of the Order of Melchisedec, which 
would be trained during the Age of Pentecost and then consecrated at the Feast of Tabernacles. This priesthood will 
also be the manifested sons of God, birthed on the first day of Tabernacles and circumcised in the heart on the eighth 
day when presented to God without spot or blemish. 


This will not be the end of the world. It will be a new beginning. 
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Chapter 9: God's Face is God's Presence 


The Bible's original Hebrew text often mentions God's face, but this idea is usually lost in the translations. The Hebrew 
word paniym means "face or presence." It is technically a plural word, but it is always used in the singular sense. It is 
translated "face" in the story of Jacob's wrestling with the angel, where we read in Gen. 32:30, 


30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been 
preserved." 


The name "Peniel" is panah-el. The word panah is the singular of paniym. Peniel means "God's face" or "God's 
presence." The story of Jacob wrestling with the angel indicates that this was prophetically Jacob's day of decision to 
see if he really wanted to see God face to face. (Everyone wants to see God face to face, but few people are willing to 
pay the price.) As we will see by other biblical patterns, this was also the crisis point in his life to determine if He 
would manifest the face of God in his own face. This critical day of decision was the pivot point in his spiritual life 
that would determine his true identity. He would either continue as Jacob, the usurper, or as Israel, giving testimony 
that God ruled his body, soul, and spirit in the fullest sense. 


Many times the Bible says that the people were to come "before the Lord." Usually, the Hebrew text reads, "the face 
of the Lord." The Hebrew word paniym has been translated "before" over a thousand times in the Old Testament. The 
translators have treated this simply as a Hebrew idiom, and we have no quarrel with them in this regard. To stand 
before God means to "face" him. Even so, the translation hides a very important truth regarding the manifestation of 
the glory of God in one's face. 


The Face of Moses 

Moses walked up Mount Sinai eight times, as recorded in the Bible. When he came down off the mount after his eighth 
trip, his face was glowing with the presence of God. This was an early pattern of the Feast of Tabernacles, and the 
Apostle Paul comments on this in his second letter to the Corinthians. Moses' eight trips are as follows: 


Trip 1 | Exodus 19:3, "And Moses went up to God" 


Exodus 19:7, "So Moses came and called the elders of the people" 
Trip 2 | Exodus 19:8, "Moses brought back the words of the people to the LORD." 


Exodus 19:14, "So Moses went down from the mountain to the people." 
Trip 3 | Exodus 19:20, "and the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up." 


Exodus 19:25, "So Moses went down to the people and told them." 


At this point, God gave Israel the Ten Commandments. In Exodus 20:18-21 the people were frightened and refused 
to draw near to God to hear the rest of the law. So Moses went back up the mountain to receive the rest of the law. 


Trip 4 | Exodus 20:21, "So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where God 


" 


was. 


Exodus 24:3, "Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of the LORD and all the 
ordinances." 

Trip 5 | Exodus 24:9, "Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel." 
This trip included the seventy elders of Israel, but there is no statement telling us specifically about this 
company returning to the foot of the mount. 
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Trip 6 | Exodus 24:15, "Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain." Here Moses 
received the instructions to build the tabernacle and the various articles of furniture in it. On this trip he 
also received the two tables of stone on which the Ten Commandments were written by the finger of God 
(Ex. 31:18). These tablets were broken when Moses returned. 


Exodus 32:15, "Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony 
in his hand, tablets which were written on both sides; they were written on one side and the other." 
Trip 7 | Exodus 32:31, "Then Moses returned to the Lord." 


Exodus 32:34, God tells Moses, "But go now, lead the people where I told you." 
Trip 8 | Exodus 34:4, "Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to Mount Sinai, as the LORD had 
commanded him, and he took two stone tablets in his hand." 


Exodus 34:29, "And it came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai and the two tablets of 
the testimony were in Moses' hand as he was coming down from the mountain, that Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him." 


More than likely, the day Moses' face glowed with the presence of God was the day later celebrated as the eighth day 
of the Feast of Tabernacles. The Bible does not date it, but we do know that it was around that time of the year. At any 
rate, the fact that Moses had an early Tabernacles experience on his eighth trip up the mount points to the eighth day 
of Tabernacles. 


When Moses returned from his sixth trip with the tablets of the law, he found the people worshipping the golden calf. 
Moses threw down the tablets and broke them. When he went up the mount on the eighth trip, he brought with him 
two more tablets of stone, on which God wrote the same law. Moses was carrying these tablets when he returned with 
his face glorified. 


This is a prophetic pattern of the two covenants. A covenant is an agreement or contract. The first covenant, which we 
call the Old Covenant, was broken by the people, and because God's promises of blessings (salvation) were conditional 
upon the people's compliance with the law, their disobedience disqualified them from those blessings under that 
covenant. Disobedience created a need for a New Covenant by which God would bless and save mankind. Moses went 
up the mount the second time to receive that New Covenant, which Jesus ratified by His blood many years later. It 
was by means of this covenant that the people were saved even in Moses' day. No one has ever been saved by the Old 
Covenant, because all have sinned (Rom. 3:23), that is, all have broken the law. 


Under the New Covenant that Moses received, the tablets of the law were NOT broken, for centuries later we find 
them in the Ark of the Covenant in Solomon's day (1 Kings 8:9). In each case the law is the same (Ex. 34:1), although 
the covenants are different. The Old Covenant was based upon man's promise to be obedient to God in every way—a 
promise that is always impossible to keep. The New Covenant is based upon God's promise to do a work in man that 
will indeed perfect him and make him fully obedient. (See Hebrews 8:8-13.) This does not mean, however, that God 
set aside His law. God wrote the same law on the second set of tablets. The book of Hebrews tells us that in the New 
Covenant God changed some of the outward forms, methods, and ways in which the law is applied and administered, 
but the law itself has not changed in its moral capacity, nor has the biblical definition of sin changed. 


After the golden calf incident, God told Moses that He would not lead Israel into the land of Canaan personally, but 
would assign an angel to lead them (Ex. 32:34; 33:3). Most people today would be delighted to hear that an angel 
would be leading them, but Moses was depressed over it. As we will see shortly, this meant that when Israel entered 
Canaan, it would not be in fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, the feast appointed wherein we are to receive the 
face of God. Consequently, Israel entered Canaan forty years later at the time of Passover, rather than at the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Joshua 4:19; 5:10). Though God did great things for them under their Passover anointing, no one 
manifested the glory of God. 
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So when Moses returned to God the seventh time, he had a very important talk with God. Understanding this 
conversation lies at the heart of the glorious fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. It is found in Exodus 33:12-16, 


12 Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, Thou dost say to me, 'Bring up this people!' But Thou Thyself 
hast not let me know whom Thou wilt send with me. Moreover, Thou hast said, 'I have known you by 
name, and you have also found favor in My sight.' '° "Now therefore, I pray Thee, if I have found favor 
in Thy sight, let me know Thy ways, that I may know Thee, so that I may find favor in Thy sight. 
Consider too, that this nation is Thy people." 1 And He said— 


This next statement should be read as a question, because God is asking Moses a question in view of Israel's worship 
of the golden calf: 


Shall My presence [paniym, "face"] go with you, and shall I give you rest? 
Here is Moses' response to God's question: 


15 Then he said to Him, "If Thy presence [paniym] does not go with us, do not lead us up from here. '° 
For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Thy sight, I and Thy people? Is it not by Thy 
going with us, so that we, I and Thy people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon 
the face [paniym] of the earth?" 


Moses was greatly concerned that the presence, or face, of God would not lead Israel into Canaan. In the verses quoted 
above, verse 14 should be read as a question, rather than as a statement of fact. Moses wanted to know which angel 
would lead Israel into Canaan, and in verse 13 he also was interceding for the nation, hoping that maybe God might 
be merciful. He knew that God's personal presence (face) in and upon the people was how Israel was to be 
distinguished from all the other people on the FACE of the earth. 


This is a veiled reference to the fact that our faces now reflect the earthy, rather than the heavenly image of God. Paul 
says in 1 Corinthians 15:45-49, 


45 So also it is written, ''The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. “© However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. *” The first man is from 
the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. * As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; 
and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly. ° And just as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 


Even as we currently bear the image of the first Adam, so also shall we bear the image of the second Adam, Jesus 
Christ. When Moses went up the mount, he bore the image of the first Adam. When he returned from His eighth trip, 
carrying the law tablets upon his heart, he bore the image of the heavenly face of God. 


The Angel of His Presence 


As we said, Moses was concerned that an angel would lead them into Canaan. In fact, an angel had been leading them 
all along, so God was referring to a different angel that would lead them. When Israel first came out of Egypt, they 
were led by the angel of God's presence (face). This angel is first mentioned in Exodus 14:19, when he stood between 
Pharaoh's armies and Israel at the Red Sea: 


1 And the angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel , moved and went behind them; 
and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 7’ So it came between the camp 
of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at 
night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night. 
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Earlier, in Exodus 13:21 this angel is referred to as "the Lord," or literally, Yahweh. We also read Moses' words in 
Numbers 20:16, 


16 But when we cried out to the LORD, He heard our voice and sent an angel and brought us out from 
Egypt. 


Even so, months later, after Israel worshipped the golden calf, God told Moses that He would not personally lead the 
people into Canaan, but would send an angel. This could only mean that He would remove from them the angel of His 
presence and give them a substitute angel, a lesser angel, so to speak. Isaiah 63:9, 10 identifies the angel that brought 
Israel out of Egypt as being "the angel of His presence." 


’ In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence [paniym, "face"] saved them; in His 
love and in His mercy He redeemed them [from Egypt]; and He lifted them and carried them all the days 
of old. '° But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit [by worshipping the golden calf]; therefore, He 
turned Himself to become their enemy, He fought against them. 


It is my personal belief that the angel who led Israel out of Egypt was also the angel that Jacob wrestled at the place 
called Penuel (Gen. 32:31). When Jacob asked the angel for his name, the angel simply replied, "Why is it that you 
ask my name ?" (Gen. 32:29). To put it in modern terminology, the angel said, "You dummy; don't you know by now 
who I am?" The angel then blessed Jacob and changed his name to Israel. Jacob then called the name of the place 
"Peniel," God's Face, because he had seen God face to face. 


Strangely enough, this is the only time that geographical location was ever called Peniel in the Bible. Everywhere else, 
including the very next verse, calls the name of the place Penuel. The original Hebrew word also shows a different 
spelling, so this is not simply a translator's error. Peniel and Penuel mean the same thing. Both are derived from panah, 
the "face" or "presence" of God. But Genesis 32:30 says Jacob called the name of the PLACE Peniel. The Hebrew 
word translated "place" is mawkome. Strong's Concordance gives its meaning as: "a standing; a spot; but used widely 
of a locality; also (fig.) of a condition (of body or mind)." 


It seems to me that in order to reconcile the difference between Penuel and Peniel, one must take Penuel to be the 
actual locality, while Peniel must refer to the condition of body or mind in which Jacob found himself after his angelic 
encounter. This suggests that the angel's mandate is to bring about in our bodies a transformation, as we behold the 
glory of the face of God. 


In other words, the angel of His presence, or face, is named Peniel, even as other angels have names that indicate their 
character and job description. Even as Jacob's name was changed to Israel by beholding God's face in the angel, so 
also are we changed from glory to glory by beholding His face (2 Corinthians 3:18). 


One might ask, then, which angel led Israel into Canaan after they had concluded their forty years in the wilderness. 
To know the answer to this question, one must study the manner of Israel's entrance into Canaan. The first time they 
had opportunity to enter, God would have brought them into the land from the south, without having to cross the 
Jordan River. The second time, however, they entered Canaan from the east, crossing the Jordan River near Jericho. 


If Israel had entered at their first opportunity at the 50" Jubilee from Adam, they would have entered the land at the 
Feast of Tabernacles and would have come into the glory of the true inheritance which Adam had lost through sin. 
That is, they would have received glorified and immortal bodies. They would have experienced a bodily change 
without going through death (which is represented by the Jordan River). 


There are two ways to come into the inheritance. One is by death and resurrection, and the other is by transfiguration 
of those who are alive on the earth. Israel lost the ministry of Peniel, who would have brought them into transfiguration 
without going through death and resurrection. But Israel was not prepared to do this at that time. In worshipping the 
golden calf, they lost the leading of Peniel. They received as a substitute another angel, no doubt Michael, who is the 
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angel of resurrection, who could only lead Israel into the Promised Land by crossing the Jordan River. Many years 
later, the prophet Daniel tells us that Michael was Israel's prince (1.e., angel). Daniel 12:1 says, 


1 Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. 
And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and 
at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 7 And many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and 
everlasting contempt. 


When Michael stands, or arises, many others will follow his lead and be raised from the dead. Michael is the angel of 
resurrection. He is, of course, a great warrior angel and is not to be despised. His job is one of the greatest in the world, 
for the resurrection of the dead is one of the pillars of the Christian faith. Michael, then, is the angel of the Feast of 
Trumpets, wherein is prophesied the resurrection of the dead. It is common vernacular to speak of Gabriel blowing 
his trumpet at the resurrection of the dead, but I believe it is really Michael's trumpet that raises the dead. 


It is Gabriel's primary calling to announce the birth of the Manchild, both Jesus Christ and the Manchild company of 
overcomers. Gabriel means "mighty man of God." Its root word is geber, "mighty man." In Job 3:3 geber is actually 
translated "man child" (KJV). In Daniel 9:21-27 Gabriel gives the prophet understanding in regard to the timing of 
Christ's coming. In Luke 1:19 he announces the birth of John the Baptist, and in Luke 1:26 he appears to Mary to 
announce the birth of Jesus. It appears that Gabriel's name itself is prophetic of the "mighty men of God" that are to 
be conceived in the earth. In other words, Gabriel is the angel that announced the conception and birth of the "mighty 
men of God." 


Michael is the angel of resurrection into immortal life. But not all will need to be raised from the dead, for "Behold, I 
tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed" (1 Cor. 15:51). This transfiguration of those 
who are alive and remain unto His coming is a job for the angel Peniel, the angel of the Feast of Tabernacles. Peniel 
brings the light that shines forth, as in the face of Moses. 


Paul's Commentary on God's Face 
In 2 Corinthians 3:13-18 the Apostle Paul comments upon both Jacob's and Moses' encounters with the face of God: 


13 And are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face [prosopon] that the sons of Israel might not 
look intently at the end of what was fading away. '4 But their minds were hardened; for until this very 
day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. © 
But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a man turns to the 
Lord, the veil is taken away. 1 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. '® But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 


In order to properly understand this passage, we have to explain the meaning of the Greek word prosopon, which is 
translated "face" in verse 13 and in the rest of Paul's commentary. In Paul's day men used to speak of the person's 
"face" to mean his presence. This was true of both the Hebrew and the Greek language. For example, in Luke 1:76, 
Zacharias says of his promised son, John the Baptist, 


76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before [prosophon, "the 
face of"] the Lord to prepare His ways; 


The NASB does not bother to translate prosopon in this verse, because in English, we do not use the term in that 


manner. The KJV, however, translates the above verse "the face of the Lord." This is more literal, whereas the NASB 
attempts to be more readable to our modern ears. 
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The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures that was compiled two centuries before Christ) 
standardized which Greek words were used to express the Hebrew concepts. In the story of Moses in Exodus 34, the 
Septuagint uses the Greek term prosopon as the translation of the Hebrew word paniym (face, or presence"). For 
example, in Exodus 34:29 and 30 we read, 


2 And it came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai and the two tablets of the 
testimony were in Moses' hand as he was coming down from the mountain, that Moses did not know that 
the skin of his face [Heb. paniym] shone because of his speaking with Him. 3° So when Aaron and all the 
sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face [Heb. paniym] shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 


The same verses in the Greek text of the Septuagint use the word prosopon for the Hebrew word paniym. And so when 
Paul discusses the face of Moses in 2 Corinthians 3, he uses the word prosopon, which is rendered "face" in the 
English. 


Likewise, in 1 Peter 3:12 the apostle quotes from the Septuagint translation of Psalm 34:16. The Hebrew word used 
in Psalm 34:16 is paniym, and Peter follows the Septuagint, rendering "face" by the Greek word prosopon. We have 
already shown that paniym is the plural form of panah and is the root of the names Peniel and Penuel. This relates the 
concept of God's presence, or face, to Jacob's experience, as well as to Moses' face that glowed coming off the mount. 


As believers, we are called to experience the glory of God and, like Moses, to manifest His presence in our face. We 
are God's house, His temple, and the face, or presence of God indwells our bodies. But the manifestation of God's 
presence to the world is restricted by three veils, which must be removed one by one in order for the unbelievers to 
see Christ's face in us. 


The first veil is removed through experiencing Passover—justification by faith. The second veil is removed through 
the experience of Pentecost and the "baptism of the Holy Spirit," when God's presence becomes more visible to the 
outside world. But only when the third veil is removed through the experience of the Feast of Tabernacles will the 
people of the earth really see the presence of God and His love manifested. This is the fulfillment of Tabernacles, and 
it is the goal of the Christian's journey from Egypt to the promised land. When this appointed time comes, there will 
be a revival and repentance among the people of the world that has never been seen up until then. We will then conquer 
the world through the sword of the Word and the power of His Love, even as Joshua conquered Canaan through the 
power of the physical sword. 


The Three Veils in the Temple 

When Paul speaks of Moses' face, he is referring to the divine presence manifested in Moses' body. In other words, he 
is speaking of the experience of Tabernacles. In connection with this story, Paul refers to the fact that Moses veiled 
his face when speaking with the people, but removed the veil when speaking to God. A veil is used to hide one's face. 
In the tabernacle of Moses there were three veils that were used to hide the glory of God's face (presence) from the 
people. 

The Passover Veil separates the outer court of Moses' tabernacle from the world. 

The Pentecost Veil separates the outer court from the Holy Place. 

The Tabernacles Veil separates the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place where God "sat" on the mercy seat. 

One had to pass through a veil to enter each of the three sections of the Moses' tabernacle. In other words, a man 
standing on the outside could not see the glory of God in the Most Holy Place, because three veils stood between him 


and God. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:16 that "Whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away." Most 
Christians oversimplify this, treating it as though there were just one veil. They say that once a man is justified by 
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faith (Passover), he has complete and full access to God's face. They do not realize that this is only the first of three 
veils, and that we must be transformed "from glory to glory" (verse 18). 


As we have shown earlier, these three sections of the tabernacle were also represented by the three main historical 
incidents that Israel experienced in their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land: 


The Outer Court experience signifying justification by faith was accomplished at Passover, as Israel left Egypt. They 
wanted to leave Egypt in order to be able to offer sacrifices to God and cross the Red Sea. These two things signified 
the brazen altar and the laver of water, which stood in the outer court of the tabernacle. 


The Holy Place experience, signifying sanctification by obedience to the voice of God (the Law) was supposed to be 
accomplished at Pentecost, when Israel was at Sinai. However, in refusing to hear His voice, they could not pass that 
second veil into a closer relationship with God. The Church in the New Testament broke through this veil in the second 
chapter of Acts. Yet even so, there are many Christians who remain content with justification and know little or nothing 
of Pentecost. 


The Most Holy Place experience, signifying the glorification of the body was something that even the New Testament 
Church was not ready to experience in the book of Acts. It remains for us today—at the appointed time in history— 
for a body of believers to enter the Promised Land, returning to the inheritance lost in Adam. Those who have caught 
this vision have this hope of "the redemption of our body" (Rom. 8:23) by which they will inherit the earth. The rest 
of the believers appear to have as their hope the shedding of the physical body and the entrance into heaven as a purely 
spiritual being. 


Many in the Church today think it is sufficient to behold the glory of God through one or two veils, and they are 
content to be justified or to receive the earnest of the Spirit at Pentecost. If our attitude is like Israel in the wilderness, 
then how are we better off than they? A veil still remains upon the face of Christ. We must hear the voices of Caleb 
and Joshua, as they admonish us to go beyond Pentecost into the full promise that God has promised. 


The veil on Moses' face did not signify any blindness on Moses' part. Moses was a type of Christ, who has veiled His 
face from men who are not ready to see Him face to face. The veil, then, indicated blindness in Israel. Paul says in 2 
Cor. 3:15 that "their minds were hardened." The people refused to hear His voice at Sinai and refused to penetrate all 
the veils into the very presence of God. The glory of God and His truth remained veiled, so that the people were 
partially blinded all their days in the wilderness. In Deuteronomy 29:4 and 5 Moses told Israel at the end of their 40- 
year wandering, 


4 Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear. 5 And I 
have led you forty years in the wilderness. 


This was the "church in the wilderness" (Acts 7:38), and this pattern has been repeated even in the Pentecostal Age 
for the space of 40 Jubilees. Though many Christians have broken through the second veil of Pentecost, none have 
permanently broken through the third veil of the Feast of Tabernacles. This is simply because the appointed time has 
not yet arrived. So we are yet in a state of partial blindness, for even the Apostle Paul himself admitted this in 1 
Corinthians 13:9-12, 


’ For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; !° but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done 
away ... |” For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall 
know fully just as I also have been fully known. 


The disciples in the upper room in Acts 2 had broken through the second veil into the dazzling glory of Pentecost. 
Many others have done the same since that time. But there is more glory yet to come on the other side of the third veil, 
and this is the "hope of glory" that awaits those who will stand before God with open face and be changed into that 
same glory. Moses was the first major pattern of this face-to-face encounter with God. Exodus 33:11 says, 
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1 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. 


It is important to note that anyone could pray to God, whether they lived in Moses' day or today. Even with veiled 
faces, men were allowed to pray to God through the veils. It is not one's RIGHT to pray that is in question here. It is 
a matter of how close one may approach God. Through how many veils do we pray to God? How close is our 
fellowship and communion with God? The common, but incorrect, answer is that all who are saved have complete 
and full access to God. This view is based largely upon Hebrews 4:16, 


16 Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
may find grace to help in time of need. 


The inspired writer, however, was not telling us that all men actually do go freely into the Most Holy Place to the 
throne of grace. It merely urges us to do so. The question is how to do this. One cannot come through the first veil into 
the outer court without coming through the Door, which is Jesus Christ. Even so, one cannot enter the Holy Place 
unless one is a qualified priest. 


This is not to say that one must be an ordained priest or minister to gain access to the Holy Place. Any believer can be 
a priest. Many Church systems restrict their members from direct access to God. They tell their members that they 
must approach God only through their sanctioned priests or ministers. They often remove from the ordinary man the 
right to hear God's voice for himself (Pentecost). In other words, they remove from him the right of the priesthood. 
They tell the average man that Pentecost is not for him to experience. Only the priests ordained by the Church have 
the right to hear God and then tell their members what God has said. In doing this, they have fallen back into the same 
error as Israel in the wilderness. Exodus 20:19 says, 


2 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, lest we 
die." 


In the Age of Pentecost all believers have the right of the priesthood to enter into the Holy Place and hear the voice of 
God for themselves. The priesthood is no longer limited to the few, such as in the Old Testament times, when only the 
descendants of Aaron had access to the Holy Place. Since the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, all believers are urged to 
walk beyond the veils into the presence of God. When the Age of Tabernacles arrives, the final veil will be removed 
for those who are bold enough to remove the restrictions and fetters that many Church denominations have placed 
upon them. 


Other verses, including 2 Corinthians 3:18 quoted earlier, tell us that the veil has been removed for those who are 
under the new covenant. We do not dispute the Word of Scripture, but rather our understanding of it. Jesus' work on 
the cross removed the first veil for the Church, opening our eyes to a greater understanding of Him and His character. 
Two months later on the day of Pentecost, the second veil was removed from the eyes of the Church, and the Church 
entered the holy place with its enhanced level of communion with God. 


Since that time, the Church has been called to prepare their hearts to experience the fullness of God's presence. The 
purpose of Pentecost is to get used to the relatively dim light of Pentecost, so that our eyes might be prepared for the 
great light of Tabernacles. During this time, God has allowed a few to enter—at least temporarily—beyond the third 
veil into the full divine presence. But these have been light-scouting missions, designed to make us hungry for God's 
fullness. While some claim to have permanently entered through the third veil into the fullness of the Most Holy Place, 
it is my belief that the law does not permit this. Like the high priests of the line of Aaron, men can only pass through 
this veil temporarily at times as God permits. 


Faith and Positive Thinking 


There are Christians today who firmly believe that they are now perfected and remain fully in the realm of the Feast 
of Tabernacles. I pray that it is so, for I would to God that all could enter that blessed realm even now. However, that 
view rejects the idea that God has appointed times that no man can alter. That view does not recognize the historic 
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events that separate the Passover Age from the Pentecostal Age. That view does not recognize that there must yet be 
a historic event that marks the beginning of the Age of Tabernacles. 


There have been many thousands of Christians throughout the past centuries who have believed that they would never 
die. Yet they were afflicted with the same infirmities common to all men. As they grew older or sicker, they seemed 
to feel that if they thought positively enough, that their view would be established by their "faith." Most of these have 
gone the way of all flesh, of course, except for those who are still young enough not to have died. In my view such 
people do not make a clear distinction between faith and positive thinking and perhaps fall into the sin of presumption. 


There is a Christian movement today called "Word of Faith" that is based upon the idea that you get what you believe 
you have. While there is certainly an original truth in this view, it has largely been perverted and buried. "Faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17, KJV). Positive thinking comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of MAN. If a Christian wants a new Cadillac and decides that God wants him to be rich, and if he then 
begins to "confess" it and lay claim to it in the spirit, he is probably attempting to obtain something by thinking 
positively. He may or may not get it, but the point is irrelevant. If the "word" comes through an idol of the heart in 
man, then it is not faith. Faith is dependent upon a direct Word from God, a revelation of something that God says He 
is going to do. Positive thinking is something that men decide to claim and expect God to back up that claim. 


There is a true Word of Faith, but it appears that most of what passes as "faith" is really just positive thinking, based 
upon what men think God ought to do or "wants" to do for them, if only we would come to Him with our claim checks. 
Most people of this view seem to be content with laying claim to material wealth, healing from some disease, or 
perhaps some spiritual gift. Others, however, lay claim to immortality and perfection, and then set about confessing it 
every day. Too often, they lose sight of reality, believing that if they were to "confess" their obvious condition, they 
would somehow lose what they are claiming. 


This becomes a bondage to them. Truth is lost in wishful thinking. Worst of all, the path toward such blessings is never 
trodden, because such people think they are already at their destination. It is true that God wants us to be healthy, 
wealthy, and immortal. But God is more interested in our character development, which comes through trials and 
many tests, often through sickness and financial disaster. When God trained His prophets and other overcomers in the 
Old Testament, He did so with much hardship. Hebrews 11 is a partial list of those saints. Has the situation changed 
in the New Testament? Did Jesus Christ die on the cross so that Christians might always be healthy, wealthy, and 
immortal and not undergo pain, poverty, or death? 


The early Church was persecuted intensely, first in Jerusalem and later under Rome. Horrible things happened to 
millions of good Christian believers. When the "souls under the altar" inquire about this in Revelation 6:9-11, 


1 |. they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, should be completed also. 


Jesus Christ is, of course the great Healer, the Yahweh Rapha of Exodus 15:26. On the cross He bore our sicknesses 
(Isaiah 53:4; Matt. 8:17). Yet Christians continue to be sick. Why? Men have struggled with this question for 
centuries. Jesus also died, that we might have immortality, and yet even the best of Christians continue to die, even if 
they are convinced that they will never die. Why? Some say it is all in one's mind, and that if one truly "appropriates" 
all that Christ has done for us on the cross, then they would enjoy supernatural, divine health and would never die. 


That answer is inadequate. In fact, it often makes the problem worse, because it puts unnecessary guilt upon all who 
experience sickness or hardship. I do not want my children to experience hardship, but yet I know that without 
hardship, they will never really mature. I want them to be rich, but yet I know that if I give them everything they want, 
they will never know the value of what they have. I want them to be in perfect health, but I know that they would 
never have godly compassion on the sick unless they experience sickness for themselves. Even so it is with God, the 
Creator of viruses. 
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Our point is to show that the appointed time has not yet arrived (as of this writing) for man to enter the third veil and 
remain in the Holy of Holies. Jesus Christ is still making those preparations at the right hand of God, and this is the 
purpose of the Pentecostal Age. The divine law also shows the reasons for the two comings of Christ. When we come 
to the chapter on the two works of Christ, we will show more completely why it takes TWO comings of Christ to 
finish the work. I believe that because Christians have not understood the law, they have made Passover carry the 
weight of Tabernacles, not knowing that these feasts have different functions and purposes. 


Paul's Commentary on Gideon's Army 


As you recall, 2 Corinthians 3 referred to Moses' face being glorified, and this theme of the unveiling is continued in 
the next chapter. But now Paul shows how Gideon and Moses fit together to portray the Feast of Tabernacles. After 
telling us that we, like Moses, are changed by beholding Him face to face (3:18), Paul says that we have "this ministry" 
(4:1). In other words, the unveiling of Jesus Christ in us is for the purpose of ministry to others. 2 Corinthians 4:3 
and 4 says, 


3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this 
world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God. 


Paul says here that the veil is upon the unbelievers. It may seem strange for Paul to make such a statement, seeing as 
how the veil was upon the face of Moses—not the unbelievers of his day. The unbelievers needed no veil over their 
faces, because the glory of God was not shining forth from them. And yet the veil is upon them. Why? In what way? 


When Moses spoke to the people with the glory of God veiled, he was a type of Christ, whose veil hid the glory of 
God that was in Him. He was also picturing the tabernacle, with the glory of God inside of it. The veils hid the light 
of God from the people. The veils did not blind God in any way. And so, Paul says, the gospel is veiled to the 
unbelievers, and they do not see the light of Christ nor do they see His image in us. 


Paul teaches in many places that Christ is in the heart of the believer, even as the glory of God's presence once resided 
in the tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon. If we are God's temple, then we too have a veil of flesh that 
hides His glory. 


é For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. ” But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; 


In Genesis 1:3 we read of the first act of creation in the words, “Let there be light." In the Hebrew, the word for "let 
be" is masculine, so this could be translated, "Let Him be light." It is, I believe, a reference first to Jesus Christ, who 
is the Light of the world; and secondarily, it is His body, who are also called to shine forth the light of Christ out of 
the darkness into the world. Since the sun, moon, and stars were not created until the fourth day (Gen. 1:14), it is plain 
that the "Light" in verse 3 is different from the "lights" in verse 14. Prophetically speaking, Paul says, it is fulfilled in 
"the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ" (2 Cor. 4:6 above). 


As His body, we too have this light within us. In 2 Cor. 4:7 above, Paul refers to it as a "treasure in earthen vessels." 
This is the reference to the story of Gideon, whose weapons of war included an earthen pitcher with a torch inside of 
it (Judges 7:16). At the appointed time the army was instructed to blow the trumpet and then break the earthen vessels 
to show forth the light. This was prophetic, first of the Feast of Trumpets (signaling the resurrection of the dead), 
followed by the breaking of the earthen vessels, the body of flesh, the veil hiding the glory. This is a picture of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, where the veil is torn and the glorious, unveiled light of God shines out of darkness into the 
world. This is the manifestation of the sons of God, which all creation soon will rejoice to see (Romans 8:19-22). 
This will also mark the real beginning of the fulfillment of the word in Habakkuk 2:14, 


14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
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At the present time, the glory of God is veiled in us, because it is not yet the appointed time to break the earthen 
vessels. In this Pentecostal Age the Spirit of God speaks to the world from within His people, behind the veil of flesh. 
In the age to come, a greater light will shine forth, because God's people will be unveiled in a greater way. Then will 
begin a time of world evangelism that will be unprecedented in the history of the earth. The Bible says that all nations 
will come to worship Him at that time. 


Paul's Commentary on the Two Tents 


In 2 Corinthians 5 Paul finally brings to a climax His commentary on the Feast of Tabernacles. He starts the chapter 
by contrasting our present "tent" of this mortal flesh with the immortal "tent" which is from above. He is referring to 
the practice in the time of that feast, where the people left their houses made of dead wood and stone in order to live 
for seven days in a tent made of living branches: 


1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. ? For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be 
clothed with our dwelling from heaven; * inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked. * 
For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, 
but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 


We "groan" in this present, earthly, mortal house (or tent), because of its infirmities and its limitations. But we have 
another living tent that is immortal. Paul does not say that we are now clothed with that tent, but that it is reserved for 
us in the heavens. Paul clearly tells us that the appointed time has not yet come for us to claim this tent. Neither Paul 
nor any other Christian received this tent when they were justified by faith or even when they received the Spirit in 
Pentecost. It is ours today, but we are not yet clothed with that new body. It is a future hope, and we will be clothed 
in that tent only at God's appointed time at the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Meanwhile, Paul says that under our Pentecostal anointing, we have been given the earnest of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 
5:5). The word "earnest" is from arrhabon, which is actually a Hebrew word transliterated directly into the Greek text. 
It means "that which is given in downpayment in pledge that the full amount will be paid subsequently." In other words, 
the Spirit of God has been given to us in Pentecost as a pledge of the full inheritance, which we will later receive at 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Some people have actually become offended at the idea that they might only have the earnest of the Spirit. They have 
countered with the verses that speak of being "filled with the Spirit," as if such passages meant that they had received 
all there was to have of God's Spirit. Yet when the Bible uses such terminology, it must be understood in such a way 
that it does not contradict the verses speaking about the "earnest" of the Spirit. In my understanding, under Pentecost 
we are filled with the Spirit to whatever capacity we are capable of receiving. But no matter what level we may have, 
it is still only a pledge or downpayment of more that is to come. Paul makes this clear by his use of this term in 
Ephesians 1:13, 14 as well as in 2 Corinthians 1:22 and in 5:5. 


The Ministry of Reconciliation 


At the end of Paul's commentary on the Feast of Tabernacles, he concludes with a statement regarding the ministry to 
the world, which is the purpose of the baptism of the Spirit. In the Passover Age, Israel was called out of Egypt as the 
Church of its day to be an example to the nations, showing forth the light of God to all. They largely failed, because 
they preferred to worship the idols of other nations, and yet we have examples of successes at various times. For 
example, in the early part of Solomon's reign, the queen of Sheba came to learn the ways of God, and she was a 
prophetic pattern of the nations that will yet come to learn the law of God, as prophesied in Isaiah 2:1—4 and Micah 
4:1-3. 


In the Pentecostal Age, God called forth a body of believers out of Israel and united them with other believers who 
adhered to the New Covenant. This became, in a sense, a new definition of the Church that no longer included 
nonbelievers, as had been the case in the Old Testament Israel Church. This new body, too, was called out of the 
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oppression and blindness of the old religion of Judaism and was supposed to shine forth the light of Christ and the 
Word to the rest of the world. This body had more success than the Old Testament Church, but in the end it failed to 
finish the job. Even with the revival of Pentecostal movements in the twentieth century, the Church has not succeeded 
in establishing righteousness among the nations. 


In the Tabernacles Age to come, God will again call forth a body of believers out of the Pentecostal Church and anoint 
them to preach the Word to all the world. These overcomers will not fail. Their ministry will succeed beyond all 
expectations. They will bring righteousness to the earth by the power of the Spirit, overthrowing all oppression and 
dispelling all darkness wherever it may be found. 


At the beginning of each of these ages, God has visited mankind and given a measure of His Spirit. God's purpose in 
giving His Spirit has always been to equip the saints for the work of the ministry. With that in mind, let us read 2 
Corinthians 5:18-21. 


18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, °? namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 7° 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 7! He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 


The Scriptures tell us that there is a glorious age to come in which all the nations of the earth will want to come and 
learn the ways and laws of God (Isaiah 2:1-4). This will not simply happen by itself. It will happen when the 
overcomers are empowered fully by the Spirit of God under the Feast of Tabernacles. As we will see in a later chapter, 
this is prophesied and foreshadowed by the story of Jonah, who preached the Word to Nineveh, and the entire city 
repented. Psalm 67:1 and 2 tells us, 


1 God be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us— Selah. 7 That Thy way may 
be known on the earth, Thy salvation among all nations. 


When God's face shines upon us (that is, from the inside out), then God's way will be known throughout the earth. 
This is the purpose of the manifestation of the "face" of God in us, the Peniel experience. The same psalm continues, 


4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for Thou wilt judge the peoples with uprightness, and guide 
the nations on the earth. Selah. 5 Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee. ° 
The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. ” God blesses us, that all the ends of the 
earth may fear Him. 


The psalmist says that the nations will rejoice, because He will judge the people (i.e., nations) with true justice, 
replacing the present oppressive governments of the earth. Verse 7 makes it clear that the purpose of God's blessing 
upon us—that is, His face—is so that the whole earth may fear Him, rather than false gods. Again, Psalm 72 tells us, 


8 May he also rule from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. ° Let the nomads of the 
desert bow before him; and his enemies lick the dust. !° Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring 
presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 1! And let all kings bow down before him, all nations 
serve him. 


Verses 17—19 continue, 


17 May His name endure forever; may His name increase as long as the sun shines; and let men bless 
themselves by Him; let all nations call him blessed. !* Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, Who 
alone works wonders. ! And blessed be His glorious name forever; and may the whole earth be filled 
with His glory. Amen, and Amen. 
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The Earth Full of His Glory 


The concept that the whole earth will some day be filled with the glory of God is expressed five times in the Bible. 
The first example is found in Numbers 14 when Israel refused to enter Canaan at the Feast of Tabernacles. When 
Caleb and Joshua urged the people to enter Canaan, the people would have stoned them, except that suddenly "the 
glory of the LORD appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel" (14:10). God then threatened to disinherit 
Israel, but Moses interceded for them, saying that the Canaanites would say that God was incapable of bringing Israel 
into the land He had promised them. In other words, man's inability to follow God would be stronger than God's ability 
to bring them to the place of obedience. 


This is a classic issue even in the Church today. Is God really sovereign? Does He really have the power to bring His 
glory into the earth through an obedient people? The task seems hopeless, if dependent upon the will of man; but an 
absolute certainty, if it is dependent upon God and God alone. 


Although that generation lost the opportunity to receive God's fullness, God swore by an oath on His own name that 
He Himself would see to it that His glory would some day fill the earth. Numbers 14:21 says, "but indeed, as I live, 
all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD." This is God's intent, His purpose, His plan, and none can turn 
it aside or hinder it from coming in its appointed time. 


God is bringing His glory to the earth in three stages, bound by three veils that are removed one at a time. The removal 
of these veils lead us into the three ages of Passover, Pentecost, and finally, Tabernacles, where His glory will be fully 
manifested in the overcomers. This will be the first body of people, a relatively small body of believers, who will be 
the first of the firstfruits unto God. The Church will come in next at the end of the Tabernacles Age. And in the years 
following, God will deal with the rest of the world until His glory has filled the whole earth. Details of God's plan in 
this regard are discussed fully in our book, Creation's Jubilee. 


Besides Psalm 72:19 and Numbers 14:21, there are three other Scriptures where God declares His intention to 
manifest His glory throughout all the earth. Isaiah 6:3 says, 


3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, the whole earth is full 
of His glory." 


In this prophetic vision at the time of Isaiah's call to the ministry, the prophet saw the goal of all prophetic utterance, 
the final end of God's work and purpose for creation. He saw the earth not burned up and in ruin, but on fire with the 
glory of God through the baptism of fire and the Holy Spirit. In Isaiah 11:9 the prophet affirms this. Then in 
Habakkuk 2:14 the prophet says, 


14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 


To what extent do the waters cover the sea? I dare say it is one hundred percent. The prophet says that His glory will 
fill the earth in the same way. That is, there will be left no place on earth where the knowledge of His glory is not 
found. The earth has a glorious future, not because man's will is so powerful, but because God is sovereign. 


Even so, God is also love, and for this reason He does not use force to get people to love Him in return. He is courting 
the nations, and this takes time. A big show of force (such as occurred at Sinai when the mountain was on fire and the 
earth quakes with His voice) merely causes men to fear Him. Fear is a starting point, perhaps, for we read in Proverbs 
1:7, "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge." But agape love (divine love) casts out all fear (1 John 
4:18). Fear is not the GOAL of history, but merely its beginning. It is not God's intent that all men serve Him out of 
duty, but rather that they love Him and serve Him out of a heartfelt desire to do so. God's love is irresistible, after all, 
once a person has any real knowledge of that love. This is why God created time. It takes time for courtship to take 
place. Time was created out of love. 
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Chapter 10: The Two Works of Christ 


This portion of our study deals with the reason Jesus was to come twice to the earth. It seems fitting to refer to these 
two comings as two "works," because in both of His appearances He has a work to do as part of the divine plan of 
salvation in the earth. In His first appearance, Jesus fulfilled the spring feasts. The autumn feasts, which have yet to 
be fulfilled, give us the timing and purpose of His second appearance. 


The main patterns that we will be dealing with in this study are found in Leviticus 14 and 16, the two birds used in 
cleansing the leper, and the two goats of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). These two passages embody the laws 
regarding the two works of Christ. 


As we will show, leprosy depicts our mortality, which we inherited from Adam, even as Paul says in Romans 5:12, 
"and so death spread to all me." The two birds were used to cleanse lepers—that is, the two birds depict the two stages 
by which we are cleansed of mortality. The first bird was killed to provide a blood covering for the second bird. The 
first bird's death imputed life to us, while the second bird, when released into the "field" (1.e., the world), will infuse 
us with inherent immortality and life. 


As for the two goats in the ritual of the Day of Atonement, these deal not with the death question, but rather the sin 
question. Again, there are two stages by which our sin is eradicated. The first goat covered our sin; the second will 
remove it. We will show that the first goat (Christ) was killed in order to atone for (cover) our sin by His blood. The 
second goat was different in that it removed all sin to a land not inhabited. This shows us that the second coming of 
Christ will accomplish the removal of sin from our bodies. 


As Christians today, we are yet sinners, saved by grace. Our sins have been covered by Jesus' blood, whereby God 
imputes righteousness to us, calling what is not as though it were (Rom. 4:17). Though we are unrighteous in 
ourselves, God has made provision by His first work on the Cross to cover our unrighteousness by His blood, so that 
legally speaking God could call us righteous. This is why the Bible calls believers "saints," even though they may be 
babes in Christ and still subject to human frailties. 


There is, however, a second work to come, wherein Christ is sent into the world to remove sin from us, making us 
actually righteous. This will be the fulfillment of the prophetic law where the second goat was led into the wilderness 
to remove all sin. 


The Cleansing of Lepers (Leviticus 14) 


Leviticus 14:2-20 tells us the ceremonial law of the cleansing of lepers, which, as we have said earlier, shows us the 
legal process of going from mortality to immortality: 


2 This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing. Now he shall be brought to the priest, ° 
and the priest shall go out to the outside of the camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection of 
leprosy has been healed in the leper, * then the priest shall give orders to take two live clean birds and 
cedar wood and a scarlet string and hyssop for the one who is to be cleansed. > The priest shall also give 
orders to slay the one bird in an earthenware vessel over running water. ° As for the live bird, he shall 
take it, together with the cedar wood and the scarlet string and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the 
live bird in the blood of the bird that was slain over the running water. 7” He shall then sprinkle seven 
times the one who is to be cleansed from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the 
live bird go free over the open field. ® The one to be cleansed shall then wash his clothes and shave off all 
his hair, and bathe in water and be clean. Now afterward, he may enter the camp, but he shall stay 
outside his tent for seven days. 
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’ And it will be on the seventh day that he shall shave off all his hair: he shall shave his head and his 
beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair. He shall then wash his clothes and bathe his body in water and 
be clean. 


10 Now on the eighth day he is to take two male lambs without defect, and a yearling ewe lamb without 
defect, and three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and one log of oil; 
u and the priest who pronounces him clean shall present the man to be cleansed and the aforesaid before 
the LORD at the doorway of the tent of meeting. ? Then the priest shall take the one male lamb and 
bring it for a guilt offering, with the log of oil, and present them as a wave offering before the LORD. © 
Next he shall slaughter the male lamb in the place where they slaughter the sin offering and the burnt 
offering, at the place of the sanctuary—for the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; 
it is most holy. ‘4 The priest shall then take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall 
put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on 
the big toe of his right foot. = The priest shall also take some of the log of oil, and pour it into his left 
palm; '° the priest shall then dip his right-hand finger into the oil that is in his left palm, and with his 
finger sprinkle some of the oil seven times before the LORD. !” And of the remaining oil which is in his 
palm, the priest shall put some on the right ear lobe of the one to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his 
right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of the guilt offering; '* while the rest of the 
oil that is in the priest's palm, he shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed. So the priest shall make 
atonement on his behalf before the LORD. ” The priest shall next offer the sin offering and make 
atonement for the one to be cleansed from his uncleanness. Then afterward, he shall slaughter the burnt 
offering. 7° And the priest shall offer up the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 


In reading verse three, note that this cleansing ceremony did not heal lepers. In fact, no leper would have been foolish 
enough to go to the priest for cleansing except that he knew that he had already been healed. This ceremony was an 
inspection and an official pronouncement of healing. The healing resolved the leprosy problem itself; the 
pronouncement officially verified his healing to the community. 


This is an important distinction, because verses 6 and 7 are the foundational law of baptism in the Scriptures. A leper 
who had been divinely healed was to go to the priest for cleansing, and the priest was to sprinkle him seven times with 
water. Baptism was an official recognition that the man afflicted with leprosy (Adam's disease—mortality) had been 
"healed." That is, baptism itself does not justify the sinner or make mortals immortal. Baptism is a public testimony 
of a work that God has already done. Baptism is a public testimony (Matthew 8:4) to the Christian community, where 
a minister bears witness that the sinner has been justified by faith and is now indeed a Christian. The minister's 
proclamation or witness does not make the sinner into a Christian. He merely bears witness to something God has 
already done within the sinner. 


When Jesus healed lepers, He told them to go to the priest according to the law of Moses. A good example of this is 
found in Matthew 8:2-4, 


2 And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can 
make me clean." 3 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed [i.e., healed]. 4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no 
one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and present the offering that Moses commanded, for a testimony 
to them." 


Cleansing was an eight-day process during which the leper presented himself to the priest three times. This reflects 
the need for two or three witnesses to establish truth. The afflicted person may have been physically healed before he 
came to the priest for cleansing, but he was not legally clean until after the prescribed process of the law was fulfilled 
on the eighth day. This is why Jesus instructed the man He healed of leprosy to go and show himself to the priest 
(Matthew 8:4). 
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Ceremonial Washings were Baptisms 


The dipping and sprinkling in verses 6—7 deals not only with the concept of cleansing, but also presents the basic law 
of baptism, which originated with the ceremonial washings and sprinklings of Leviticus. These did not involve 
immersion, for the ceremonial washings under Moses were all done by sprinkling or pouring. The author of the book 
of Hebrews refers to these washings (baptismos) in Hebrews 9:10 and 13, where he says, 


10 Since they relate only to food and drink and various washings [Greek: baptismos, "baptisms"], 
regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation. ... For if the blood of goats and bulls 
and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 


This law of baptismal sprinkling is mentioned again in Hebrews 9:19 and 21. In Mark 7:1-4 we also read of the 
washing of hands before eating, as well as the washing of cups, pitchers, and copper pots: 


And the Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered together around Him when they had come from 
Jerusalem, ? and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure hands, that is, 
unwashed. ° For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus 
observing the traditions of the elders; * and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless 
they cleanse [Greek: baptizo, "baptize"] themselves; and there are many other things which they have 
received in order to observe, such as the washing [Greek: baptismos, "baptisms"] of cups and pitchers and 
copper pots. 


These were ceremonial pourings or sprinklings, not immersions. They were prescribed in the law for certain cleansing 
ceremonies, but the priests of Jesus' day had extended their application far beyond the law of leprosy. The priests of 
the day, in their zeal, had gone too far in their interpretations of the law, and had made the law a burden to the people. 
Thus, one must always make a clear distinction between the traditions of men and the law of God. Jesus kept the divine 
law perfectly, but He rejected the traditions of men. This is why the Pharisees attempted to find fault with Jesus and 
His disciples in the above verses. Jesus refuted them, saying, 


® And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 'This people 
honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me. 7 'But in vain do they worship Me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.' è Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the 
tradition of men." 


As we have seen, the Greek text refers to these ceremonial sprinklings as baptisms (baptismos). It is important to 
know, then, that baptism was not invented by John the Baptist. He merely learned it as a priest in the temple, where 
they had been performing baptisms since the days of Moses. Among these candidates for baptism were lepers who 
had been healed by God. They were sprinkled seven times with water, according to the biblical prescription in 
Leviticus 14:7. 


The story of Naaman, the leprous Syrian captain (2 Kings 5) is a prime example of baptism in the Old Testament. In 
2 Kings 5:10 the prophet told Naaman to wash [Hebrew: rachats] in the Jordan river seven times. Naaman was angry 
but finally did as he was told. However, the text says that he "dipped" himself, and the word used is tabal, rather than 
rachats. Whether or not this word change indicates that Naaman baptized himself in a manner contrary to the mode 
prescribed by the prophet is debatable. But we do know that if he followed the biblical prescription for lepers in 
Leviticus 14:7, he would have been sprinkled seven times. If Naaman in his ignorance immersed himself in the 
Jordan—contrary to the precise legal requirement—God healed him anyway, because the man's faith was the important 
issue, not the mode of baptism. 


The Septuagint Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament (280 B.C.) uses the term baptizo to describe his actions 
in 2 Kings 5:14. From this we know, at least, that the law's command in Leviticus 14:7 to be sprinkled seven times 
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with water was, in Jesus' day, understood as baptism. Naaman is a good example of baptism in the Old Testament and 
should dispel any notion that baptism was a new revelation given to John the Baptist. 


Three Baptisms and Three Feast Days 


There are three baptisms (washings and sprinklings) in the cleansing of the leper. They involve oil (spirit), blood 
(soul), and water (body). In Leviticus 14 we find that all three cleansing agents were used in the cleansing of lepers. 
The three baptisms related to the cleansing of the whole man, spirit, soul and body, who was pronounced clean three 
separate times. This related directly to the three divisions in the tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon, in 
that these speak of the three steps toward full fellowship with God. They also related to Israel's three main feast days: 
Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, which, in turn, commemorate the path from Egypt to the Promised Land. 


These types and shadows of the Old Testament reveal that the path of restoration to full fellowship with God does not 
begin and end with one's justification by faith. That is only the first step in the full salvation of man. It is his Passover 
experience, which brings him out of "Egypt" (the world), but does not bring him into the Promised Land. The second 
stage of salvation is one's Pentecostal experience, which commemorates the giving of the law at Horeb. Pentecost 
signifies the writing of the law upon our hearts through the hearing of the Word. Whereas Passover justifies us by faith 
apart from works, Pentecost begins the process of sanctification through the obedience that is the result and outworking 
of our faith. 


Pentecost is the transitional feast between Passover and Tabernacles. Passover is the beginning; Tabernacles is the 
end. Passover imputes righteousness to us by covering us with the blood of the Lamb; Tabernacles brings us actual 
righteousness by removing sin from us altogether. Meanwhile, Pentecost begins at Mount Horeb and empowers us to 
be led by the Spirit through our wilderness wandering. 


Properly speaking, the two birds of Leviticus 14 represent the Passover and the Tabernacles work of Christ. When 
Jesus said on the cross, "It is finished," He did not mean that there was no more work to be done to establish the 
Kingdom of God upon the earth. He meant that the work of Passover was finished, for He was crucified on Passover, 
and this was the purpose of His first coming. 


The "finished work of Christ" has been taught in many Christian circles for many years, but it has not generally been 
defined in light of God's law. For this reason, many think that there was no more work to be done after He died on the 
Cross. But this is obviously not true. Fifty days from His resurrection He did another work of sending the Holy Spirit 
to the earth on the day of Pentecost. In other words, Jesus' work on the Cross did not complete the Pentecostal work, 
nor did it complete the Feast of Tabernacles work. Instead, His Passover work on the Cross made possible the 
fulfillment of the other feasts. (One must leave Egypt in order to get to Horeb and finally to the Promised Land.) 


The law shows that the "finished work of Christ" is in two stages, foreshadowed by the two birds of Leviticus 14 (as 
well as the two goats of Leviticus 16). The first work was His death work, and this was "finished" in the sense that He 
no longer needs to die. His second appearance, however, will be a living work, as we will see shortly. It will be a work 
that will establish a righteous people on the earth who are capable of properly manifesting the character of Jesus Christ 
to the rest of the world. This will spark the last great revival and outpouring of the Holy Spirit that will not cease. 


Jesus' Baptism and Wilderness Testing 


The first bird was to be killed in an earthen vessel over running water. Jesus began to fulfill this work at His baptism 
by the hand of John in the river Jordan. With baptism as a symbol of death and resurrection, Jesus was "killed" through 
baptism. That is, death was imputed to Him, for He there presented Himself as the first dove and the first goat, 
committing Himself to die on the cross at the appointed season. 


Though He no doubt stood in the Jordan River with John, there is no biblical statement that indicates He was immersed 
under the water. Early Christian paintings portray John using a pitcher to pour water over His head. Gregory of Nyassa, 
known as the Father of Fathers, wrote in his fourth-century treatise, The Great Catechism, XXXV, 
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"The descent into the water, and the trine [i.e., threefold] immersion of the person in it, involves another 
mystery." 


The new believers, doubtless, stepped down into the water for baptism, but Gregory tells us that their mode of baptism 
was by pouring water over the head three times. By translating baptismos "immersion," the translators make it appear 
from this that people were immersed three times in their baptism. This merely reflects the bias of the translator and in 
no way reflects the reality of their practice. Gregory tells us that the threefold pouring was meant to portray Christ's 
"three days’ state of death and then life again." Later in the same chapter, Gregory compares the burial of Jesus with 
our burial in baptism by saying, "instead of earth, water [is] poured on him." Then he writes: 


"But since, as has been said, we only so far imitate the transcendent Power as the poverty of our nature is 
capable of, by having the water thrice poured on us and ascending again up from the water, we enact that 
saving burial and resurrection which took place on the third day, with this thought in our mind, that as we 
have power over the water both to be in it and arise out of it, so He too, Who has the universe at His sovereign 
disposal, immersed Himself in death, as we in the water, to return to His own blessedness." 


Gregory also relates baptism to the washings at the laver under Moses. He speaks of "the grace of the laver" (ch. 
XXXV) and "washed in the laver of baptism" (ch. XL). It is fully accepted by all Bible scholars that no priest would 
have dared to immerse himself at the laver in the tabernacle of Moses. The laver had faucets by which the priests 
washed their hands and their feet with running water pouring upon them from above. This is witnessed by the prophet 
in Ezekiel 36:25 and 26, 


25 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness 
and from all your idols. 7° Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 


Whatever happened, we can safely say that Jesus fulfilled the law in every detail. Leviticus 14:6 says that the first 
bird was to be killed in an earthen vessel (an earthly body) OVER RUNNING WATER. This little preposition ("over" 
takes on great significance when we attempt to reconstruct the events of Jesus' baptism. The bird was not held under 
the water by immersion, but killed over the running ("living") water. After Jesus' baptism, the Spirit came and 
descended on him like a dove in order to identify the law that He was fulfilling. 


The ceremony did not end there. The law tells us that the second bird was to be dipped in the blood of the first and let 
loose in the open field without experiencing death. Now we know that only a small amount of blood comes from a 
bird when it is killed. To dip the bird into the blood of the bird that had been killed does NOT indicate an immersion. 
There is no way that one could immerse the second bird in the blood of the first. The blood was smeared across the 
back of the wings of the second bird before the priest set it free in the open field. This tells us that the second work of 
Christ is based upon the first work and is indeed made possible by His death on the cross. 


Jesus' appearing as the second dove is depicted in Revelation 19:11-13, 


1 And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and 
True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. ? And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His 
head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. £ 
And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God. 


He is referred to as the Word of God coming on a white horse clothed in a robe dipped in blood. "Dipped" comes 
from the Greek word bapto, or BAPTIZED. This shows that This identifies Him in this manner to show that He is 
fulfilling the law of Leviticus 14:6. It also proves that the dipping and sprinkling in the law of cleansing lepers is to 
be understood as a baptism. 


While His first work was a death work, the second work is a living work by which "The Word" (both the Person and 
message) is preached to the world. He died once for our sins and will not need to die again. Yet the second work is 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 93 of 138 


based upon the first. The theme of LIFE completes the cycle depicted by baptism-death and life (resurrection). Though 
we have already been given eternal life through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, we find that Christians continue to die, 
either through sickness or through old age. The life that we have been given is at present imputed to us. 


Perhaps millions of Christians in the past 2,000 years have sought immortality through the first work of Christ. Many 
have sincerely believed that they would never die. They have confessed it and laid claim to it, proclaimed it by faith, 
and prophesied life repeatedly, but they have all died not having received the promise. Why? Because the time of the 
second work of Christ has not yet fully arrived. There is an appointed time for everything. Meanwhile, at the present 
time the first work of Christ merely imputes life to us, but its main focus is death. Under the first work, we are called 
to DIE with Him. In the second work we are called into life and immortality. The second work is based on the first 
work, but they are two completely different works, and each are brought into the world at an appointed time. 


Most Christians accept the idea of a second coming of Christ, because this is clearly stated in the New Testament. Yet 
not many ask why He has to come twice. The Jews know of only one coming of the Messiah. They, too, have not 
understood the purpose of the two birds and the two goats. In general, neither have a good comprehension of the 
difference between covering sin and removing it altogether. Neither have a good comprehension of the difference 
between imputed immortality and actual immortality. 


The leper to be cleansed was pronounced clean for the third and final time on the eighth day and was anointed with 
oil. The eight days of this ceremony relate to the eight days of the Feast of Tabernacles (in the autumn of the year). 
The cleansed leper did not receive the full outpouring of the oil until the eighth day of his cleansing. Pouring out the 
oil foreshadows the pouring out of the fullness of the Holy Spirit on the eighth day of Tabernacles, wherein we are 
transformed from death to life, made perfect, and brought fully into the divine presence of the Holy of Holies. 


This detail of the law settles another question of Christian doctrine. There are some Christians who argue that they 
have already received the fullness of the Spirit under the anointing of Pentecost. The Apostle Paul, of course, says we 
have received an earnest, or downpayment, of the Spirit only (2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5). In Leviticus 14:10-18 we find that 
the priest was not to pour the oil upon the healed leper until the eighth day of his cleansing. It foreshadows the 
fulfillment of the eighth day of Tabernacles, rather than Pentecost. 


The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16) 


Even as the two doves deal with the problem of death, or mortality, so also do the two goats on the Day of Atonement 
deal with the problem of sin. While the law seems to deal with these two problems separately, they should be studied 
as though overlaid one upon the other. For this reason we must study both Leviticus 14 and Leviticus 16 in order to 
obtain a comprehensive view of Christ's two works. Leviticus 16 shows us what the priests were to do on the Day of 
Atonement: 


5 And he shall take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and one 
ram for a burnt offering. °Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which is for himself, that 
he may make atonement for himself and for his household. ” And he shall take the two goats and present 
them before the LORD at the doorway of the tent of meeting. è And Aaron shall cast lots for the two 
goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. ° Then Aaron shall offer the goat on 
which the lot for the LORD fell, and make it a sin offering. !° But the goat on which the lot for the 
scapegoat fell, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the 
wilderness as the scapegoat ... 1 Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering which is for the 
people, and bring its blood inside the veil, and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, and 
sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 And he shall make atonement for the holy 
place, because of the impurities of the sons of Israel, and because of their transgressions, in regard to all 
their sins; and thus he shall do for the tent of meeting which abides with them in the midst of their 
impurities ... 
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20 When he finishes atoning for the holy place, and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall offer the 
live goat. °! Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all 
the iniquities of the sons of Israel, and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay 
them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands in 
readiness. 7* And the goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall release 
the goat in the wilderness. 


We see that the Day of Atonement ceremony involves two goats. The first was killed, and its blood brought into the 
Holy of Holies to be sprinkled on the mercy seat for the atonement of the sanctuary. The second goat was not killed. 
The priest was to lay his hands upon the head of the second goat and impute all the sins of the people upon its head. 
Then "a man who stands in readiness" was to take this goat into the wilderness and release it in a place that was not 
inhabited by people, "a solitary land." 


The blood of the first goat covered sin (death work). The second goat (living work) removed all sin (Leviticus 16:21- 
22 and Hebrews 9:28). The first goat had the power to impute righteousness to us, making us perfect in the eyes of 
God even though we are still afflicted by mortality and its effect, sin. The second goat, however, actually makes us 
righteous before God, because it removes sin. 


Two Doves and Two Goats Compared 


Let us now overlay the work of the two doves over the work of the two goats. The first dove was killed to impute life 
to us, and as a result, the first goat was also killed to impute righteousness to us. Then in the second work, the second 
dove was set free in the open field to typify the gift of immortal life, and as a result, the second goat was also kept 
alive to typify perfection from sin. 


Relating this to the two works of Christ, Jesus came the first time to die. Hebrews 9:12 tells us that after His death 
and resurrection, Jesus Christ—our High Priest—entered into the Holy of Holies in heaven to sprinkle His own blood 
upon the mercy seat. By faith (like with Abraham) we may appropriate this provision, whereby righteousness is 
imputed ("reckoned") to us, even as Paul tells us in Romans 4:22-24, 


22 Therefore also it was reckoned to him [Abraham] as righteousness. 7*> Now not for his sake only was it 
written, that it was reckoned to him, 4 but for our sake also, to whom it will be reckoned, as those who 
believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 


After the crucifixion, Jesus entered the Holy of Holies in heaven with His own blood to sprinkle on the heavenly mercy 
seat. This fulfilled the law of the first goat. Then, instead of immediately fulfilling the law of the second goat, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Father. Hebrews 10:12 and 13 says, 


122 But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, !° waiting 
from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 


Jesus Christ did not immediately fulfill the work of the second dove or the second goat. Instead, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Father to make intercession for us for the Pentecostal Age. During the past 2,000 years, He has 
awaited the day when His enemies are put under His feet. Then and only then will He stand up and come as the dove 
from heaven. Then and only then will He come forth as the second goat from the temple of His body on earth to 
remove all sin from their hearts. 


Since Jesus' first work on the cross, we have been in an interim period which we call the Pentecostal Age. It is the 
transition from Passover to Tabernacles. In biblical types and shadows, it was historically represented by Israel's 
journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. We believe that we are now coming close to the time of the second work 
of Christ and the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. For this reason, God is now beginning to reveal some of the 
deeper things in the law and how they prophesy of things that will shortly come to pass. 
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The second dove must come, as depicted in Revelation 19:13, as the Word coming on the white horse. His robe is 
said to be dipped in blood, even as the second dove was dipped in the blood of the first dove. This event signifies the 
complete removal of death from us, and this will immediately result in the removal of all sin as well. The second goat 
was sent from the temple to an uninhabited place. So also, Christ, the second Goat, will come forth from us, for we 
are the temples of the Holy Spirit. In coming forth from us, He will remove all sin from us. This is the birthing of the 
Manchild, who is "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). It is the moment when we are made fully in His image 
and likeness. 


There is a heavenly work and an earthly work. Like a dove Jesus comes from heaven. Like a goat Jesus comes forth 
from his temple on earth. He is coming in both ways simultaneously. He must come from heaven to earth as a Dove, 
because the dove was let loose into the open field. Matthew 13:38 tells us that the field represents the world. Hence, 
He must come again into the world to do a second work to bring us immortality. But He is also coming forth out of 
His temple on earth, which is built of living stones. This is the work of the second goat to remove all sin from our 
bodies. 


Jesus' Baptism on the Day of Atonement 


We believe from our study of Bible events and chronology that Jesus came to John for baptism on the Day of 
Atonement while the first goat was being killed in Jerusalem. He had just turned thirty on the Feast of Trumpets, nine 
days earlier. (See our 26-page book, When REALLY Was Jesus Born?) In coming to John for baptism, He was the 
antitype of both the doves and the goats. 


When Jesus was baptized, John saw a dove appearing over Him bearing witness that He was a type of the first dove. 
After His baptism He was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil for forty days. In His 
going into the wilderness, He was the antitype of the second goat. This is a unique fusion of the two laws, showing 
that they were meant to be overlaid upon each other. 


The Holy Spirit was the only One qualified to lead Him into the wilderness and thereby fulfill the law in Leviticus 
16:21, 


21 Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities 
of the sons of Israel, and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them on the 
head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands in readiness. 


Matthew 4:1 shows the fulfillment of this prophetic law: 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 


Leviticus 16:8 refers to the second goat as a "scapegoat." The literal Hebrew reads, "for Azazel." The word is derived 
from az, a female goat, and azel, to go away. However, in other ancient literature the word is a name for an evil deity, 
roughly comparable to the devil. This identification with an evil deity only makes sense when we interpret it according 
to Jesus' fulfillment of the passage in Matthew 4. Then we can see that the goat being sent away "for Azazel" is fulfilled 
by Jesus being led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. It does not mean that the goat is of the devil, or evil 
in any way, but rather that it was to be tried and tested by the devil for a season in order to prove its worthiness. In the 
scriptures, evil beings are an integral part of the plan of God to test and perfect the overcomers. 


Jesus remained fasting in the wilderness forty days as He was tempted. Then He returned and began to teach and 
preach the Word in His ministry. This foreshadows the Pentecostal Age as well, which appears to be a period of forty 
Jubilees (40 x 49 = 1960 years). The Church in the wilderness under Moses was tried and tested in the wilderness forty 
years. Likewise, God has raised up Jesus Christ, one like unto Moses, to lead the Church under Pentecost in the 
wilderness to try them and test their hearts to see if they would hear His voice and be obedient. 
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The first forty years ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70-73 A.D. On a wider scale, forty rest-year cycles 
(40 x 7 = 280 years) ended with the overthrow of the Roman empire and the establishment of the Christian Empire 
under Constantine from 310-313 A.D. Finally, the year 1993 saw the end of the forty-Jubilee cycle. If the pattern 
holds true, we might now watch for the destruction of the Babylonian world system prophesied by the prophet Daniel. 
But this is outside the scope of our present study. 


Since Pentecost is like an interim feast between Passover and Tabernacles, we see in it patterns linking it to both. The 
Pentecostal Age has seen many martyrs who have been killed for their faith and who have identified with Jesus in His 
death. But Pentecost also gives us the downpayment, or earnest, of the Spirit (2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5; and Ephesians 1:14). 
We have been given an earnest of the inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession—that is, the 
redemption of the body (Romans 8:23). 
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Chapter 11: Christ Comes of Judah and Joseph 


Having explained the two works of Christ from the law, we now turn to its prophetic pattern manifested in Judah and 
Joseph. We know from the genealogical record in the first chapter of Matthew that Jesus was born of the tribe of Judah 
and specifically of the house of David. He came the first time of this particular lineage in order to be eligible to receive 
the Sceptre to rule the earth. Virtually all believers know this. What is not generally understood is that Christ must 
come the second time as Joseph in order to secure His birthright. This is the subject of our present chapter. 


In order to understand how the types, shadows, and prophecies are fulfilled in these two sons of Jacob, we must 
understand what their prophetic identities are. We find this in Genesis 48 and 49 where Jacob blesses his sons and 
bestows upon them their prophetic roles in the drama we see playing out before us today: 


8 Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father's 
sons shall bow down to you. °’ Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He 
couches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up? '° The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples. !! He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the choice vine; He washes 
his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes. 


Judah was to provide the kingly line of rightful rulers of the earth from Adam to Jesus Christ. The dominion had been 
entrusted to Adam (Genesis 1:26) who passed this authority down to the next generation as a kingly birthright. The 
birthright was passed to Noah and then to Shem. Shem outlived Abraham in the city of Salem (Jerusalem), which he 
built and ruled under the title of Melchizedek. After his death 2158 years from Adam, the right of rulership passed to 
Isaac, who was at that time 110 years old. Thirteen years later, when Isaac was 123 and Jacob and Esau were 63, Isaac 
passed the birthright blessing to Jacob, thinking he was giving it to Esau (Genesis 27). 


Years later, when Jacob-Israel was near death, he blessed his sons. In this blessing, he separated the kingly line from 
the birthright and gave Judah the right to rule. We saw in the passage quoted earlier that Jacob compared Judah to a 
lion. A few verses later Jacob blessed Joseph with great fruitfulness in Genesis 49:22-26: 


22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; its branches run over a wall. * The archers 
bitterly attacked him, and shot at him and harassed him; ~4 but his bow remained firm, and his arms 
were agile, from the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob. From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel, 
25 from the God of your father who helps you, and by the Almighty who blesses you with blessings of 
heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 7° The 
blessings of your father have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors up to the utmost bound of the 
everlasting hills; may they be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of the one 
distinguished among his brothers. 


This blessing is similar to that which Isaac had given Jacob many years earlier. In fact, Jacob was giving Joseph the 
birthright, but we are not left to our own interpretative skills to discover this. This fact is plainly stated in 1 Chronicles 
5:1 and 2, 


1 Now the sons of Reuben the first-born of Israel for he was the first-born, but because he defiled his 
father's bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; so that he is not enrolled in 
the genealogy according to the birthright. ? Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him 
came the leader, yet the birthright belonged to Joseph. 


Joseph was given the birthright, which embodied the kingdom of God itself. But Judah was given the sceptre, which 


meant that the kingly line culminating with Jesus Christ would come from him. He was called a lion. Jacob prophesied 
over Judah the death work and rulership to be fulfilled in Jesus, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 
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Jesus came the first time to fulfill the prophecies dealing with the House of Judah. He was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
the City of David. The Davidic line was of Judah, the line called to bring forth the Messiah. Jesus came as the Son of 
David to secure His throne-rights, so that He would be eligible to rule over the House of Israel. 


But the lion had to die to receive the rulership. Genesis 49:10-11 pictures Judah as a lion in a crouching position and 
covered with blood. This is a prophetic picture of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Messiah by birth, who earned 
His throne through death and resurrection. 


Samson's Riddle: The Dead Lion Brings Honey 


The theme of the dead lion is further illustrated in the life of Samson. Judges 14:5-17 tells the story of Samson's 
riddle about the dead lion and the events that followed: 


5 Then Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother, and came as far as the vineyards of 
Timnah; and behold, a young lion came roaring toward him. ô And the Spirit of the LORD came upon 
him mightily, so that he tore him as one tears a kid though he had nothing in his hand; but he did not 
tell his father or mother what he had done. ” So he went down and talked to the woman; and she looked 
good to Samson. è When he returned later to take her, he turned aside to look at the carcass of the lion; 
and behold, a swarm of bees and honey were in the body of the lion. ° So he scraped the honey into his 
hands and went on, eating as he went. When he came to his father and mother, he gave some to them 
and they ate it; but he did not tell them that he had scraped the honey out of the body of the lion. 


10 Then his father went down to the woman; and Samson made a feast there, for the young men 
customarily did this. !' And it came about when they saw him that they brought thirty companions to 
be with him. "° Then Samson said to them, "Let me now propound a riddle to you; if you will indeed tell 
it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you thirty linen wraps and 
thirty changes of clothes. '° But if you are unable to tell me, then you shall give me thirty linen wraps 
and thirty changes of clothes." And they said to him, ''Propound your riddle, that we may hear it." 14 
So he said to them, "Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something 
sweet." But they could not tell the riddle in three days. 


15 Then it came about on the fourth day that they said to Samson's wife, "Entice your husband, that he 
may tell us the riddle, lest we burn you and your father's house with fire. Have you invited us to 
impoverish us? Is this not so?" 1° And Samson's wife wept before him and said, "You only hate me, and 
you do not love me; you have propounded a riddle to the sons of my people, and have not told it to me." 
And he said to her, "Behold, I have not told it to my father or mother; so should I tell you?" !7 However 
she wept before him seven days while their feast lasted. And it came about on the seventh day that he 
told her because she pressed him so hard. She then told the riddle to the sons of her people. 


18 So the men of the city said to him on the seventh day before the sun went down, "What is sweeter than 
honey? And what is stronger than a lion?" And he said to them, "If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have found out my riddle." ° Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and 
he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of them and took their spoil, and gave the changes of clothes 
to those who told the riddle. And his anger burned, and he went up to his father's house. 7° But Samson's 
wife was given to his companion who had been his friend. 


The seven days referred to in this story are the seven days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and are a reference to 
Passover, which is the first day of Unleavened Bread. The answer to the riddle is the dead lion that has the honey 
coming forth from its dead body. It is the riddle of salvation—the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
which becomes available through the death of the Lion, Jesus Christ. Jesus came, died at Passover, and out of Him 
comes the honey. 
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The promise of transfiguration is contained in the riddle as well. If the Philistines could solve the riddle of salvation, 
they would get new garments. If they failed, they would give garments to Samson. The promise of transformation is 
established by Jesus (the Lion's) first (death) work, even though it is not fulfilled until the time of the second work. 
The riddle of the Passover is: "How is a man saved? How does one obtain the change of garments (the garments of 
salvation, or transfiguration)?" 


The Philistines (carnal mind) at Samson's feast obtained the answer to the riddle, but they learned it in an unlawful 
way. They threatened the woman and her father's house with fire. Thus, they paid a price for their unlawful actions. 
They got their garments, but Samson took it out of their hides, so to speak. The Philistine mind will receive its 
salvation, but be saved so as by fire (1 Cor. 3:15). We need to seek the answer to the riddle in a lawful way, by asking 
God, not by threatening with fire. 


Samson's riddle is the secret of justification by faith, which the carnal mind cannot comprehend. The riddle prophesies 
of the death of the true Lion, Jesus Christ, out of whom comes the honey of justification and salvation in God's 
Kingdom. It was imperative that He be born of that particular lineage in His first appearance in order to become the 
lawful King and the Prime Inheritor of the earth as given to Adam. Even so, in His second appearance, He will be 
manifested as the antitype of Joseph so that He may lawfully lay claim to the Birthright—the Kingdom itself. 


Joseph: The Sonship Message 


Jacob called Joseph a fruitful bough in Genesis 49:22. The word translated "bough" here is the Hebrew word ben. It 
means "son." The birthright is essential to obtaining the promise of sonship. The second work of Christ is a Joseph 
work that brings us into full sonship, sometimes called "the adoption of sons." 


Joseph's brothers imputed their sins to him by laying their hands on him. They first threw him into a pit, in order that 
we might see the prophetic order of events as they unfold. The pit represents Jesus Christ in His first work, wherein 
he died and was buried. Joseph was later taken up and sold to traders on their way to Egypt. 


This represented stage two, or the second work of Christ manifested prophetically. Joseph's brothers hated him and 
made him the scapegoat for their own sins. This made Joseph a type of the second goat. They dipped his robe—a coat 
of many colors which identified him as the heir, an honored son—in the blood of a kid of the goats (Genesis 37:31). 
Joseph's brothers did not know that they were prophesying of future things. The Mosaic law said that the second bird 
was to be dipped in the blood of the first bird, and that the second goat was to be sent into the wilderness. Joseph's 
brothers combined these prophetic types by dipping Joseph's robe in the blood of a goat. 


Joseph was then taken to Egypt, where he eventually rose to power above all, second only to Pharaoh. In this Joseph 
was a type of Christ who, after his death and resurrection, ascended to the Father and was given a name far above 
every name. At the end of this 21-year time of Jacob's trouble, wherein Jacob was separated from Joseph and thought 
him dead, God sent a famine to bring the age to an end. The brothers came to Egypt to buy grain, and Joseph finally 
revealed himself to his brothers. 


Joseph invited the family to move to Egypt, and then went to meet Jacob as he was coming (Genesis 46:29). He came 
in his chariot, no doubt drawn by white horses, for this would best depict the coming of Christ in Revelation 19, where 
He is said to come on a white horse, leading the armies of heaven. Joseph was thus able to save many people alive, 
because his brothers had sold him as a slave into Egypt. What they meant for evil, God meant for good. And none of 
this would have been possible if Joseph's brothers had not dipped his robe in the blood of a goat and sent him into the 
wilderness. 


Judah, Joseph, and Benjamin 


In ancient times there was great debate over the question: from which line would the Messiah be born? There were 
different schools of thought among rabbis. Some thought it was Judah, on the grounds that He was prophesied to be 
the Son of David. Others thought He would come through the line of Joseph, because he was the holder of the 
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birthright. Still others were certain He would be born of Levi—specifically of the Aaronic line—because He was to 
be the high priest. Well, as it turns out, they all were partially correct. The Messiah's role as High Priest is beyond the 
scope of our present discussion, and so we will simply defer the reader to the book of Hebrews. Instead, we will focus 
upon the Messiah's fulfillment of the Judah and Joseph types. 


In Genesis 32:28 Jacob wrestled with an angel. The angel then changed Jacob's name to Israel. Many years later, as 
Jacob-Israel approached the end of his life, he gave a blessing to each of his twelve sons. Joseph, however, received a 
double portion, because he was the birthright holder. So Jacob adopted his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, making 
them full tribes of Israel. In this adoption and blessing, Jacob gave these sons of Joseph the name of Israel, as we read 
in Genesis 48:11-16, 


u And Israel said to Joseph, "I never expected to see your face, and behold, God has let me see your 
children as well." 1* Then Joseph took them from his knees, and bowed with his face to the ground. © 
And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel's left, and Manasseh with his 
left hand toward Israel's right, and brought them close to him. '4 But Israel stretched out his right hand 
and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh's head, crossing 
his hands, although Manasseh was the first-born. And he blessed Joseph, and said, ''The God before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and may my name [Israel] live on in them, 
and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and may they grow into a multitude in the midst of 
the earth. 


Jacob passed this name, Israel, to the sons of Joseph, rather than to Judah or to his other sons. This was an important 
legal matter, because now the sons of Joseph were the custodians of the name of Israel. The only way the other tribes 
could use this name was if they were united with the tribes of Joseph. For this reason the whole nation—all twelve 
tribes, plus the tribe of Levi—under Saul, David, and Solomon were known as the Kingdom of Israel. 


However, after the death of Solomon, the kingdom broke apart. The tribes of Joseph were split from the tribe of Judah. 
The house was divided. The southern nation, consisting of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and most of Levi were 
officially known as the House of Judah. The northern ten tribes were officially known as the House of Israel. Since 
the northern tribes included Ephraim and Manasseh, and these tribes had been given the name of Israel, they retained 
the right to be known as Israel. 


The prophet Ahijah told Solomon that God was going to divide the kingdom. We read of this in 1 Kings 11: 


28 Now the man Jeroboam was a valiant warrior, and when Solomon saw that the young man was 
industrious, he appointed him over all the forced labor of the house of Joseph [i.c., Israel]. 7” And it came 
about at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found 
him on the road. Now Ahijah had clothed himself with a new cloak; and both of them were alone in the 
field. °° Then Ahijah took hold of the new cloak which was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces. *! And 
he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Behold, 
I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes ** but he will have one tribe, 
for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all 
the tribes of Israel, 


Notice especially that God took "the kingdom" out of the hand of Solomon and his son. It was NOT that certain tribes 
rebelled and formed a new kingdom. Rather, God was judging King Solomon by removing the kingdom from his rule. 
This is repeated in verses 34—36, where we read, 


34 Nevertheless I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all the days 


of his life, for the sake of My servant David whom I chose, who observed My commandments and My 
statutes; *> but I will take the kingdom from his son's hand and give it to you, even ten tribes. % But to 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 101 of 138 


his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may have a lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the 
city where I have chosen for Myself to put My name. 


After the revolt, the southern House of Judah did set up a kingdom in a limited way, but it was not the kingdom of 
Israel. It was not really what had been promised to Judah and to David. This was a split between the Sceptre and the 
Birthright. The tribe of Benjamin, Joseph's younger brother, was given to Judah in order to be a lamp to Judah and 
Jerusalem (1 Kings 11:36). Benjamin was thus linked to both Judah and Joseph and had the unique role as a moderator 
between the two houses. He was thus uniquely qualified to assist in repairing the breach between the king and his lost 
kingdom. 


Benjamin is therefore of both Israel and Judah, and this is reflected in the two names given to him at birth (Genesis 
35:18). His mother called him Ben-oni, "son of my sorrow." His father, Jacob-Israel, called his name Benjamin, "son 
of my right hand." In Isaiah we find the great prophecy of Jesus' work on the Cross as the Lamb of God. Isaiah 53:3 
prophetically calls Jesus "a man of sorrows." However, after that work was accomplished, Jesus ascended to sit at the 
right hand of the Father (Heb. 1:3). Benjamin means "son of my right hand." This prophesies of the second work of 
Christ. 


Jesus Christ is ultimately the Repairer of the Breach between Judah and Israel, the King with His Kingdom, and the 
Head with His Body. What God is doing on a spiritual level, He manifests in the earthly realm in order that we might 
understand His plan and purpose in the earth and see the timing of His works. Benjamin's role was to repair the breach 
between Israel and Judah. In this prophetic story, Jesus Christ is represented as Judah, the Kingdom of God is Joseph, 
and Christians are Benjamin. 


Jesus' disciples were nearly all Benjamites from Galilee. Their ancestors had settled north of Jerusalem after returning 
from their Babylonian captivity (Nehemiah 11:31-35). Those of the tribe of Judah settled in their ancestral cities from 
Jerusalem and to the south (Nehemiah 11:25-30). By the time Jesus was born, the territory of the Benjamites was 
known as Galilee, and the territory of the Judahites was known simply as Judea. 


Jesus' disciples formed the nucleus of the New Testament Church. Most of Jesus' followers were also from Galilee. 
Thus was fulfilled the role of Benjamin in being a light to Jerusalem before the Lord. Indeed, when they were scattered 
by persecution, they became a light to the whole world in fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 49:6, 


6 He says, "It is too small a thing [i.c., it is too easy] that you should be My servant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make you a light of the nations so that 
My salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 


The House of Joseph in Prophecy 


Joseph's life set a prophetic pattern that his descendants were to follow in the centuries ahead. He was sold as a slave 
into Egypt, where eventually he rose to power. Pharaoh gave him a wife, who bore him two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh. Ephraim means "fruitfulness," and Manasseh means "forgetfulness." Even as Joseph was lost and presumed 
dead for 21 years, so also the tribes of Israel were lost and presumed dead for thousands of years. The ten tribes of the 
northern House of Israel, led by Ephraim and Manasseh, were often called the House of Joseph. (For examples, see 
Amos 5:6, Obadiah 18, and Zechariah 10:6.) 


The tribes of Joseph carried the birthright and the name of Israel, passed down to them by Jacob himself. When these 
tribes were carried into the Assyrian captivity from 745 to 721 B.C., the birthright and the name of Israel itself appeared 
to be lost. The Messianic line, however, was preserved in the southern nation of Judah. Judah's calling was to produce 
the King-Messiah, who was to die for the sins of the world as the first dove and the first goat. 


The House of Judah was conquered in 604 B.C. and deported to Babylon in a 70-year captivity, and then they returned 
to their former territory in 534 B.C. But the tribes of Israel did NOT return with their brethren of Judah. This is well 
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known by all historians, for it is well documented in all the ancient records. Josephus, the first-century historian of 
Judea, wrote in Antiquities of the Jews, XI, v, 2, 


"... But then the entire body of the people of Israel remained in that country; wherefore, there are but two 
tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till now, and are 
an immense multitude, and not to be estimated by numbers." 


In the time of Christ and the apostles, the whereabouts of the ten tribes of Israel was still quite well known. Their 
population had increased tremendously in the area around the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, where the Assyrians 
had transported them over 700 years earlier. They had by this time become the primary people of the Parthian Empire, 
which rivalled the Roman Empire in its power and size, ruling from the Euphrates to India from 64 B.C. to 225 A.D. 
The Euphrates river was usually the recognized border between the Parthian Empire and the Roman Empire. Hence, 
Josephus writes that the ten tribes of Israel lived beyond this border in Parthia. In fact, according to Rawlinson in his 
book, The Sixth Great Oriental Monarchy, page 19, "it was believed that their name meant ‘exiles’. Though no one 
can prove for sure to which exile their name referred, it seems likely that it referred to Israel's exile to that territory. 


In 129 B.C. the Seleucid empire controlling Judea was defeated in battle by the Parthians, and King Antiochus was 
killed, along with his 300,000 troops. This allowed the Maccabees to assert their independence and conquer their 
neighbors, re-establishing their own monarchy for a time. Judea later came under the dominion of the Roman Empire 
in 63 B.C. when Pompey captured Jerusalem. But when the Roman general, Crassus, attempted to attack Parthia ten 
years later, half his army was killed, and another quarter captured. Crassus himself was killed as well. In 40 B.C. the 
Parthians conquered Syria and Judea and pushed the Romans out of Asia Minor. In this time they put Antigonus on 
the throne in Judea. He ruled as a Parthian Satrap until 37 B.C. when Herod conquered Jerusalem on behalf of Rome. 
This Herod was king when Jesus was born. 


At the same time, Mark Antony invaded Parthia with 113,000 troops, but lost close to 60,000 men before retreating in 
defeat. The next crisis occurred when the magi came to crown the new "King of the Judeans" in late 2 B.C. The magi 
were a powerful class of Parthian nobility and probably were accompanied by many troops to guard their gifts for the 
new King. Matthew 2:3 tells us that not only King Herod, but "all Jerusalem" was troubled by this visit. History 
records that the following year (1 B.C.) another Roman invasion of Parthia was narrowly averted by a negotiated 
summit on a neutral island in the middle of the Euphrates river. This summit resulted in peace between the two 
superpowers for the next fifty years, allowing the birth of Christianity to proceed unhindered by wars. 


While these things are written in history books, few are taught anything about Parthia or its connection with the exiled 
tribes of Israel. Yet Israel's increased population (as verified by Josephus earlier) fulfilled the prophecy of Joseph in 
naming his son "Ephraim," which means "fruitfulness." Even so, it was in the plan of God that they should be almost 
totally lost and presumed "dead," for this was the prophecy of Joseph's other son, Manasseh. Recall that Manasseh 
means "forgetfulness," so named because God had caused Joseph to forget his father's house (Gen. 41:51). This name 
prophesied of the time when the house of Israel would forget their father's house, gradually losing their awareness of 
their roots in Israel. 


Yet we are quick to add that these tribes must also be found in the latter days at the end of "the time of Jacob's trouble." 
The lost birthright must be recovered. Joseph must be found in order for the Kingdom of God to be manifested upon 
the earth. 


The tribes of Israel have never been Jews. The term "Jew" is simply a shortened form of the New Testament Greek 
word, Joudeos, Judean, or Judahite. Jews are called Jews by tracing their history back to the nation of Judea (or Judah) 
in the time of Christ. Judea produced the Messiah—the rightful Ruler of the whole House of Israel—because this was 
Judah's calling. Contrast this with the tribes of Israel, led by Joseph, who was the birthright holder called to bring forth 
the Kingdom of God. The Jews have never been considered an immense multitude of people who could fulfill the 
prophecy in the name of Ephraim, nor have the Jews ever forgotten who they were to fulfill the prophecy in the name 
of Manasseh. The reason is simple; they are not descended from Joseph or the ten-tribed House of Israel and thus 
cannot fulfill the prophecies associated with Joseph. 
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The prophet Hosea casts much light on the prophetic destiny of the House of Israel. God directed Hosea to marry a 
prostitute named Gomer to reflect God's less-than-ideal marriage to the House of Israel, who had committed spiritual 
adultery in worshipping false gods. Hosea named his first son Jezreel, which means "God scatters," because God 
intended to scatter the House of Israel and put an end to that birthright nation (Hos. 1:4). 


The fate of Israel is further amplified in the name of his second child, a daughter named Lo-ruhamah, which means, 
"no more mercy,” and a second son, Lo-ammi, meaning "not my people" (Hosea 1:6—9). In chapter two of Hosea, the 
prophet speaks of this judgment as a divorce. That is, God was going to divorce the House of Israel for their spiritual 
adultery. God says in Hosea 2:2, "she is not my wife, and I am not her husband." Two centuries later, Jeremiah spoke 
of this divorce in Jeremiah 3:8-10, 


8 "And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a writ of 
divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was a harlot also. ° And it came 
about because of the lightness of her harlotry, that she polluted the land and committed adultery with 
stones and trees. !° And yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all 
her heart, but rather in deception," declares the LORD. 


A century after Hosea prophesied God's divorce of the House of Israel, God raised up the Assyrians to remove the ten- 
tribed House of Israel from His house in the land of Canaan. The deportations began in 745 B.C. and continued for 24 
years. Finally, Samaria, their capital city, was captured in 721 B.C. God sent her out of His house with a writ of 
divorce, as prescribed by the law in Deut. 24:1-4. Even so, said Hosea later in 2:14 that God was going to court Israel 
again while she was in the wilderness and would betroth her once again. Hosea 2 says, 


19" And I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and in justice, in 
lovingkindness and in compassion, ” and I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know 
the LORD. 


21 And it will come about in that day that I will respond," declares the LORD. I will respond to the 
heavens, and they will respond to the earth, ? And the earth will respond to the grain, to the new wine, 
and to the oil, and they will respond to Jezreel. ? "And I will sow her for Myself in the land. I will also 
have compassion on her who had not obtained compassion, and I will say to those who were not My 
people, 'You are My people!' And they will say, 'Thou art my God!'" 


In other words, Hosea says that even though God had divorced the House of Israel and sent her out of His house into 
the land of Assyria, God would at some time in the future begin to court her again, betroth her, and remarry Israel. 
Hosea says that God did not cast out the House of Israel forever, but would restore her in the future. Hosea's son, 
Jezreel, whose name means "God scatters," prophesied the destruction of Israel and her scattering in the land of 
Assyria; yet Jezreel also means "God sows," as we see in Hosea 2:23 above. 


The name has a double meaning, because in order to sow seed, one must scatter it in the field. In this prophecy God 
reveals His ultimate intention in the scattering of the House of Israel. He did so in order to sow her in the earth. The 
seed must die in order to bear much fruit. Israel died as a nation in order that she might be hidden in the field ("the 
world") until the time of the end. Only then would lost Israel be found, even as Joseph was found after being hidden 


in Egypt. 


The meaning of Jezreel reflects the sowing of seed (Israel) in the field (world) for the purpose of bringing forth many 
sons. The children of Israel were to become as numerous as the sands of the sea and known as the "Sons of the Living 
God" (Hosea 1:10). Throughout the Church Age we have been sons in training. This training finds its completion in 
the second work of Christ—the work of Joseph, the "fruitful bough (son)" who brings us the "placement of sons" as 
described by Paul in the New Testament. When Jesus Christ appears again, pictured in Revelation 19 as coming on a 
white horse, His robe is dipped in blood. He comes as the Son of Joseph, whose birthright robe was dipped in blood. 
This fulfills the second bird let loose alive into the open field. 
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This prophecy is best explained in a short parable that Jesus told in Matthew 13:44, which says, 


44 The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid; and from 
joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field. 


Exodus 19:5 tells us that Israel was to be God's "peculiar treasure." When God scattered Israel like seed being sown 
in the field, God hid Israel among the nations, much like Joseph was hidden in Egypt. Ezekiel 34:6 says, 


é My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill, and My flock was scattered over 
all the surface of the earth; and there was no one to search or seek for them. 


The law in Deuteronomy 22:1-3 mandates that we take care of our brother's lost sheep (and other possessions) until 
such time as he comes to claim them. Ezekiel 34 is an indictment against the shepherds for refusing to seek out God's 
lost sheep of Israel and take care of them until He returns. Because the shepherds refused to search for them, God says 
in verses 11 and 16, 


u For thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. ... 16 I will 
seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken, and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with judgment. 


Jesus came to earth to fulfill this prophecy. He said in Matthew 15:24, "J was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel." So Jesus is the man in the parable of Matthew 13:44. He is the one who finds His lost sheep. But He is also 
the one who hid them again after finding them, according to the parable. He sold all that He had—that is, He set aside 
His glory in heaven and came to earth as a humble man, and finally gave His very life to save His people from their 
sins. 


Yet the parable does not limit His work to Israel, for He did not come merely to purchase the hidden treasure. No, 
rather, He purchased the entire field (the world) in order to obtain the treasure buried therein. In ancient times when 
people did not have banks to deposit their cash, they usually hid their treasure by burying it in their field. If another 
man happened to find such a treasure, he could not lawfully claim it as his own, because he did not own the field. Only 
if he purchased the field could he claim all that was in it. 


Jesus was not a thief. When He found the hidden treasure, He purchased the whole field in order to be able to lawfully 
claim the treasure. 


This parable explains how Hosea's prophecy of Jezreel was to be fulfilled. God scattered Israel in 721 B.C., sowing 
them in the field, in order to bring forth a great harvest of people for His Kingdom. Paul puts it this way in Romans 
11:11 and 12, 


1 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression 
salvation has come to the Gentiles [Greek: ethnos, "nations"], to make them jealous. °? Now if their 
transgression be riches for the world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles ["nations"], how much 
more will their fulfillment be! 


The second work of Christ, depicted in the law by the second bird and the second goat, is a Joseph work. This is in 
contrast with His first work, which was a Judah work. The Judah work was to bring forth the Messiah as the suffering 
Servant, who would die for our sins; the Joseph work was to save the world through the preaching of the Gospel of 
the Kingdom throughout all nations. 


God's plan was truly marvelous. He foreordained that Israel would stumble in order that the world might be saved in 


their regathering. This plan was best stated by Joseph himself, who came to understand the sovereignty of God. When 
Jacob died, Joseph's brethren became fearful for their lives, thinking that Joseph might exact revenge upon them for 
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selling him as a slave into Egypt many years earlier. Joseph, however, plainly saw the bigger picture, for we read in 
Genesis 50:19 and 20, 


2 But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? ” And as for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many 
people alive." 


This statement of faith encapsulates God's purpose and reason why Joseph had to be sold as a slave into Egypt. It 
shows us that God Himself was behind these events with a good intent in the long-term plan. What Joseph said about 
his personal situation was also applicable to the House of Israel in later years. God intended that the scattering of the 
House of Israel (the tribes of Joseph) should finally result in the salvation of the world; that is, it was to "preserve 
many people alive." 


How Israel Became Lost 


When Hosea's prophecies of Israel's destruction were fulfilled (as recorded in 2 Kings 17:6, 18:9), she was not called 
"Israel" by the other nations. At this time she was known as Beth-Ghomri, Beth-Khumri, or "House of Omri." Omri 
was one of Israel's greatest kings (1 Kings 16:25) and was the one who first made contact with Assyria. Omri was the 
father of Israel's king Ahab. This name, Omri (pronounced in ancient Hebrew, Ghomri) appears on many ancient stone 
records, including the famous black obelisk of Shalmanezer, the Assyrian king who conquered and deported the 
Israelites to Assyria. 2 Kings 18:9-11 tells us: 


’ Now it came about in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of 
Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria and besieged it. 1 And 
at the end of three years they captured it; in the sixth year of Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of 
Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was captured. !! Then the king of Assyria carried Israel away into exile 
to Assyria, and put them in Halah and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 


The name Ghomri was a slightly modified version of the name, Gomer, the wife of Hosea. Further, it was during the 
reign of King Hoshea that Israel went into captivity. So we see that the prophet, Hosea, and his wife, Gomer, were 
themselves a prophecy that King Hoshea and Israel (Ghomri) were to be taken into captivity. The prophet and his 
harlot wife were named prophetically, and the prophecy began to be fulfilled two centuries later through King Hoshea 
and Ghomri-Israel. This was a most remarkable prophecy that has not been properly understood in most prophetic 
teaching. 


God saw to it that Israel would be lost and presumed dead, even as their father Joseph many years earlier. God did so 
by removing from them the birthright name of Israel. Even as Joseph himself was given a new name, so also was Israel 
given new names. In Genesis 41:45 we read that Pharaoh called Joseph by the name of Zaphenath-paneah, which 
means "treasury of the glorious rest." In Strong's Concordance, this name is number 6847. The first part of his name, 
"Zaphenath," is related to the word Zaphan, or Tsaphan, which means "to hide by covering." Tsaphan is number 6845 
in Strong's Concordance. This was Joseph's name while he was hidden in Egypt. The name is prophetic of his 
descendants in the Assyrian captivity, for they are the treasure hidden in the field to which Jesus referred in His parable. 


Israel's main captivity name, according to Hosea, was Gomer, or Ghomri. All historians today are agreed that in later 
centuries the name Ghomri came to be spelled Khumri, Humria, and Cymri. They are the progenitors of the Celts, 
who populated much of Europe, Wales, and Ireland. The Welsh people still refer to themselves as Khumri today, 
preferring to use their ancient name given to them by the Assyrians and prophesied by Hosea. 


Many prophecy teachers today know that these people are from "Gomer," but they make the mistake of identifying 
them with the Gomer in Genesis 10:2. That Gomer is the son of Japheth, rather than the wife of Hosea. For this reason 
many have taught that the Caucasian people of Europe are from Japheth, rather than from Israel. This is a clear 
historical error. There is not a shred of evidence that the Ghomri mentioned in Assyrian records are of Japhetic origin. 
Rather, the monuments all identify Israel by the name, "House of Omri (Ghomri)." 
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How clever of God to hide the descendants of Joseph-Israel by giving them the name of a son of Japheth! Can anyone 
doubt that God caused this confusion in order to fulfill the prophecy inherent in the name of Manasseh? And yet this 
is clearly proven by the prophet Hosea, whose wife carried the same name as the son of Japheth. God saw to it that 
the Assyrians deported the Israelites to the area south of the Caucasus Mountains between the Black Sea and the 
Caspian Sea. Since many of them migrated across the Caucasus mountains as they made their way into Europe, 
historians call them Caucasians. 


The Behistun Rock (the tomb of Darius I of Persia) is a mountain on whose face is inscribed in three languages all the 
ethnic peoples that this king ruled. Among them is the Gimirri (Ghomri). In the parallel inscriptions they are called 
Scythians (pronounced Sakka). In other words the Behistun Rock is an ancient inscription on the side of a mountain 
proving to all that the Israelites called Ghomri in one language are called Scythians (Sakka) by other nations. They 
are, in fact, the same people. In the Greek history books of Herodotus, these people were called Sacae. In the Roman 
history books they were called Saxons. They were all the same people, but their names varied according to the language 
of the historians who wrote of them. They were, in fact, Israelites, or more properly, ex-Israelites in dispersion, from 
whom God had removed the birthright name in order to hide them in the world until the time of the end. 


We are now at the time of the end. Joseph is found. He was lost in plain sight for many years. The lost birthright is 
now being recovered. The sons of God are soon to be manifested. The second work of Christ is upon us, and it will 
bring the Kingdom of God into full manifestation, no longer hidden as treasure buried in a field. 


The Jewish nation of "Israel" is NOT the Israel of the Bible. Judah was not given the name of Israel, nor are they the 
inheritors of the birthright. In 1948 they usurped the birthright name of Israel in an attempt to fulfill Joseph's calling, 
but they cannot possibly bring forth the sons of God, for they are not called to that end. The extent of Judah's calling 
was to bring forth the Messiah King, and they did this perfectly 2,000 years ago. (For a complete study of the role of 
the Israeli state in Bible prophecy, see our book, The Struggle for the Birthright.) 


The Aaronic priests of the tribe of Levi were called to offer Him up as a Sacrifice for sin to fulfill the work of the first 
dove and the first goat, and they discharged their duties perfectly as well. But neither Judah nor Levi were called to 
establish the Kingdom of God in the second work of Christ. This was the birthright calling of Joseph. As long as we 
continue to look to the Jews to fulfill the calling of Joseph, we will be disappointed. But the day is nearly upon us 
when God will clarify this matter, for He said in Ezekiel 34 that He would search for His lost sheep Himself and find 
them. 


Benoni-Benjamin and Bethlehem-Ephratah 


Jacob's wife, Rachel, gave birth to Benjamin in Bethlehem (Genesis 35:16-18). When Benjamin was born to Rachel, 
who died giving birth, she named him Ben-oni, meaning "son of my sorrow." Jesus was a man (son) of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). The first time He came, He was born in Bethlehem, which is a prophecy that 
identifies the location of the beginning of His first (death) work. Mary had to endure giving Jesus up and watching 
Him die, which was a type of Rachel's death experience. However, Jacob called his son Benjamin, which means "son 
of my right hand" (Genesis 35:16-18). This speaks of the second work, because after Jesus came as a man of sorrows, 
He ascended to heaven and sat at the right hand of the Father (Mark 16:19). 


Micah prophesied that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem Ephratah (Micah 5:2). These two names are a marvelous 
prophecy of the two works of Christ. Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea (Matthew 2:1). That is, His first coming 
was a Judah work. However, His second work will be a Joseph work, and Ephratah is simply the singular form of the 
name Ephraim. So Micah's prophecy actually contains within it both comings of Christ—the first in Judea (Judah) and 
the second in Joseph (Ephraim). 


When Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin, she was on a journey to Ephratah. Ephratah is a prophetic reference to 


His second work, the work of sonship, where Christ becomes fruitful and reproduces Himself in the earth in us, 
bringing many sons into glory. Joseph was to be a fruitful bough (Genesis 49:22). The promise here is one of sonship, 
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a reference to the second work of Christ, which has as its prerequisite the completion of the first work. One must have 
their sins covered by the blood of Jesus Christ before Christ comes as the second goat to remove sin. 


Caleb and Joshua 


The name "Jesus" is the New Testament equivalent to the name "Joshua" in the Old Testament. (See Hebrews 4:8, 
where Joshua is called Jesus.) Joshua was Moses' successor who led Israel into the Promised Land. He was a type of 
Christ. But Joshua was not of the tribe of Judah, but of Ephraim, the son of Joseph (Numbers 13:8). Moses sent twelve 
spies into Canaan, and these are listed by tribe in Numbers 13. Verse 6 tells us that Caleb was of Judah, while verse 8 
says that Joshua was of Ephraim. 


6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh ... 8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of 
Nun. 


Verse 16 tells us that Hoshea is actually Joshua: 


16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land; but Moses called Hoshea the 
son of Nun, Joshua. 


These were the two spies who had faith to enter the Kingdom. The other ten spies gave an evil report. The people 
believed the evil report, and this disqualified that generation from entering Canaan. 


Caleb and Joshua are both types of Christ. Caleb the Judahite is a type of Christ in His first advent, while Joshua the 
Ephraimite is a type of Christ in His second advent. Both were important, because they were God's two witnesses in 
the establishment of His Kingdom. When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago, He was born of Judah, which 
fulfilled the Caleb witness. He must come again in the capacity of Joshua the Ephraimite before we leave the 
wilderness of Pentecost and enter the Promised Land of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Many Bible teachers know and understand that Joshua was a type of Christ leading us into the Kingdom of God. The 
name, Jesus, is simply the Greek form of the Hebrew name, Yashua, or Joshua. No doubt many have wondered why 
Joshua was not even of the tribe of Judah, as Jesus was. Studying the two works of Christ as well as the history of 
Judah and Joseph clarifies the prophetic picture. He must come the second time as Joseph, to whom was given the 
birthright, in order to manifest the sons of God in the earth. This will be done by means of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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Chapter 12: The Sign of Jonah 


We have studied the two doves and the two goats and how they relate to the two works of Christ. The doves depict 
cleansing from leprosy, and the goats show us the cleansing of the sanctuary. The mortal, death nature makes us 
spiritual lepers in need of cleansing, and we are the sanctuary, the temple of the Holy Spirit. We have shown how 
Judah and Joseph apply to the two works of Christ and events unfolding before us today. In this final section of our 
study we will look at how the book of Jonah clearly demonstrates these types and shadows. Jonah's story closes with 
a poignant image that encourages us to examine our heart attitudes. 


When the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 12 asked for a sign, Jesus said none would be given them except the sign 
of the prophet Jonah. Jonah's name means "dove," and he clearly manifests the two doves of Leviticus 14. The sign of 
Jonah the dove comes in two parts and is directly related to all of the signs we have studied so far. 


Jonah's First Call to Preach 


Jonah was not exactly thrilled at the idea when God told him to preach in Nineveh. Some have even called him the 
reluctant prophet. God told Jonah to go north and east, and he went west toward Tarshish (probably Spain). In 
disobeying God, Jonah fell into a prophetic pattern that manifested the first work of Christ. While Jonah was on his 
escape boat, a tempest struck the sea with great violence. The frightened mariners on the boat with Jonah cast lots 
(Jonah 1:7) to see who was to blame for the trouble, and the lot fell upon Jonah. This reminds us of the lots cast to 
choose the scapegoat as well as the lots cast for Jesus' garments at the crucifixion. At any rate, the mariners threw 
Jonah overboard. Then Jonah 1:17 says, 


17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish 
three days and three nights. 


In Matthew 12 the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign to prove that He was the Messiah. He did not give them the type 
of sign they desired, but He did give them a prophetic sign that they did not understand. Matthew 12:38-40 says, 


38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, Teacher, we want to see a sign from 
You. * But He answered and said to them, An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet 
no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; *° for just as Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 


This clearly identifies Jonah as a type of Christ in His death work on the Cross as the Passover Lamb. But it also has 
reference to Pentecost, where the Holy Spirit began to indwell our flesh. The Holy Spirit is pictured as a dove. Jonah's 
name means "dove." So even as Jonah indwelt the great fish, so also does the Holy Spirit indwell our flesh. Pentecost 
is only an earnest of the Spirit, which is to be completed under the Feast of Tabernacles at the end of this present age. 
Under Tabernacles, Paul says we will all be "changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet" (1 
Cor. 15:51, 52). 


The Greek word translated "moment" is atomos, which literally means ATOMS. In ancient times the word was used 
to indicate the smallest particle of matter that could be subdivided. Paul used the word to indicate an atomic change 
in the material body itself that would allow the glory of God to be manifested even as Jesus' body after His resurrection. 
Even before His death on the Cross, this atomic change manifested briefly at His transfiguration. This is the sort of 
body that we will have "at the last trumpet," and this change will take place "in the twinkling of an eye." 


In the quote above, Jesus equates the belly of the fish with the heart of the earth. We are therefore both the fish and 
the earth, where the dove was to dwell. The early Church used the sign of the fish to identify Christians. Also, since 
Adam was made of the dust of the earth and was even named after the ground (adama means "ground"), it is clear that 
the Holy Spirit indwells earth men. 
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After spending a few days in the belly of the fish, Jonah was vomited upon the shore. No doubt Jonah had been 
bleached white by the time he came to shore. His emergence from the fish represented resurrection "at the last trumpet," 
and because of the symbolic nature of his experience, it is likely that the fish vomited him upon the Feast of Trumpets 
in September of that year. 


Jonah's Second Call to Preach 


After Jonah's experience in the fish, God gave Jonah a second call to preach to Nineveh. This is prophetic of the second 
work of Christ and gives us the clearest view in the Scriptures of the purpose of the second coming of Christ. Jonah 
3:1 and 2 says, 


1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 7 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great 
city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you." 


This phase of Jonah's ministry represents the second work of Christ, wherein the Great Commission is completed and 
all nations come under the rule of Jesus Christ. This second work must be done under the anointing of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, at which time the overcomers will be transfigured, putting on their "white garments," representing the 
righteousness of saints. When Jonah was bleached white, it prefigured the transfiguration that is yet to take place at 
the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Jonah was one of the few successful prophets in history, because he was a type of Christ in the capacity of His second 
work. Nineveh means "City of Fish," and they worshipped the fish god. No doubt Jonah's experience made the 
Ninevites think that he was a prophet sent to them by their fish god. 


This is an amazing example of the sovereignty of God, for if Jonah had gone to Nineveh when first called to go, it is 
doubtful if the men of Nineveh would have repented at his preaching. But Jonah did not go until after his experience 
with a large fish. Bleached white, there was no hiding the fact that he had come forth from the fish. His reputation 
preceded him, and the men of Nineveh heard that a prophet had been sent by their great fish god with a message. They 
all repented, from the king to the lowest citizen. 


Since Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, which conquered and captivated Israel, Assyria is symbolized by the great 
fish. Hosea 8:8-9 says, 


8 Israel is swallowed up; they are now among the nations like a vessel in which no one delights. ° For 
they have gone up to Assyria, like a wild donkey all alone; Ephraim has hired lovers. 


Assyria represented the great fish, and Jonah represented Israel. In that the fish swallowed Jonah, so also would Assyria 
swallow up the House of Israel. Jonah knew that this would happen, and this was why he did not want to preach the 
Gospel to Assyria. He did not want them to repent, because he did not want God to have mercy upon that enemy 
nation. So he took a ship to Tarshish, and in so doing, he became a type of Christ in His first work. 


Reconciling All Nations 


The second part of the sign of Jonah is prophetic of that which occurs AFTER the resurrection of the dead at the 
fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets. Jonah's emergence from the belly of the fish (the heart of the earth) represents 
the resurrection of the dead at the last trumpet. He came forth bleached white (transfigured). He was then sent to preach 
the Gospel to Nineveh, representing all nations, including God's "enemies." When the world sees the manifestation of 
the sons of God, they will be converted in the age to come. Then will come to pass the prophecy of Isaiah 2:2-4, 
which says, 


2 Now it will come about that in the last days, the mountain of the house of the LORD will be established 
as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. > 
And many peoples will come and say, ''Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
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the God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His paths." For 
the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. * And He will judge between 
the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never 
again will they learn war. 


In the law we are told the basic facts of the two works of Christ. We are told that the first is a death work, while the 
second is a living work. In identifying the two doves with the cleansing of lepers over an eight-day period, it shows 
us that the work is not completed until the eighth day of the Feast of Tabernacles of some year. The story of Jonah 
tells us the practical significance of the second work of Christ. Jonah shows us that it is a preaching work that will 
bring all things under the feet of Jesus Christ. In that Jonah preached the Word AFTER his "resurrection," it shows us 
that this second work, though partially fulfilled under Pentecost, is not fully manifested until the resurrection of the 
dead and the atomic change that will occur at the fulfillment of Tabernacles. 


In Revelation 19:11 Jesus Christ is pictured on a white horse, and His robe is dipped in blood. He is pictured as 
coming to do His second work to bring all nations under His rulership. Joshua the Ephraimite teaches us that we will 
be led into the Promised Land of the Kingdom of God by Jesus Christ in His capacity as an Ephraimite, rather than as 
a Judahite. Joshua was the son of Nun, which means "fish." Jonah was birthed by a fish as well, for when the fish 
vomited him upon the shore, it was his resurrection day into newness of life. 


The message of the second work of Christ is summarized in 2 Cor. 5:18-20, 


18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, ° namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 7° 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 


When God sends His people to the nations under the anointing of Tabernacles, they will preach this message. Nineveh 
will be overthrown by the Kingdom of God, because the people of the world will repent when they see the love of 
God manifested in His sons and daughters. There will be some with a wrong attitude like Jonah, and these will not be 
pleased when God saves the nations. In the fourth chapter of Jonah we find the prophet quite angry with God for 
sparing Nineveh. This was to show us a very important lesson. Some Christians believe so strongly that God must 
judge the nations that they will be quite upset when He causes them to repent so that He can reconcile the world to 
Himself. 


It is true, of course, that God must judge sin. That is the divine law. However, when the sinners repent, their judgment 
is borne by Jesus Christ on the cross. Many believe that the present situation is so far gone that even God cannot 
reverse it and will have to destroy the earth. The story of Jonah seems to indicate otherwise. It would be wise to 
examine our hearts to be sure that we would rejoice with God, were He to be the Savior of the world, rather than its 
destroyer. Remember what God told Jonah in 4:10 and 11, 


10 Then the LORD said, You had compassion on the plant for which you did not work, and which you 
did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. !! And should I not have 
compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know 
the difference between their right and left hand, as well as many animals? 


God is pointing out a heart problem in Jonah. We must be careful that we do not allow ourselves to have the same 
attitude. 
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Deliver Us From Evil 


Jonah constructed a booth, which prophetically portrays him to be one who fulfills the Feast of Booths, or Tabernacles. 
God then sent a gourd to deliver him from his "discomfort" (NASB). Verse 6 says, 


é So the LORD God appointed a plant and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head to deliver 
him from his discomfort {Heb. ra, "evil"]. And Jonah was extremely happy about the plant. 


No doubt, of course, the gourd's shade delivered Jonah from the discomfort of the beating sun as well, but the deeper 
meaning signifies a deliverance from all evil through the Feast of Booths. We will all be very happy when God does 
this for us. Why, then, did God send a worm to destroy the gourd? 


The gourd is the Hebrew word for the castor oil plant, or literally the vomit plant. Anyone who has tasted castor oil 
can understand the reason it was called vomit. God is showing us that Jonah's heart was not yet perfect. He needed a 
good internal purge of his heart bitterness and judgmental attitude toward Nineveh. He needed to vomit out the evil 
that was still resident in his flesh. As we have already shown, the elimination of the evil within us comes through 
TWO works of Christ, not just one. Christ's first work on the cross (Passover) gave us an imputed righteousness by 
covering sin, while the second work under Tabernacles makes us actually righteous by removing all sin. 


Jonah does not receive the vomit plant to deliver him from evil until he builds a booth. And so we find in this brief 
ending to the book of Jonah a picture of the Feast of Booths and second work of Christ. But this is not all, for God 
sent a worm to kill the gourd, which made Jonah wish to die as well. What does this have to do with the story? 


7 But God appointed a worm [Heb. towla] when dawn came the next day, and it attacked the plant and 
it withered. ê And it came about when the sun came up that God appointed a scorching east wind, and 
the sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he became faint and begged with all his soul to die, saying, 
"Death is better to me than life." 


This was no ordinary worm. The Hebrew text calls it a towla, which is a worm from which crimson dye was extracted 
in ancient times. According to Henry Morris' book, Biblical Basis For Modern Science, page 73, 


"When the female of the scarlet worm species was ready to give birth to her young, she would attach her body 
to the trunk of a tree, fixing herself so firmly and permanently that she would never leave again. The eggs 
deposited beneath her body were thus protected until the larvae were hatched and able to enter their own life 
cycle. As the mother died, the crimson fluid stained her body and the surrounding wood. From the dead bodies 
of such female scarlet worms, the commercial scarlet dyes of antiquity were extracted." 


This tells us that the worm in the story of Jonah stained the booth with crimson as it gave its life to bring forth offspring. 
Is this not a perfect picture of Christ, who gave His life to bring many sons into glory? Psalm 22:6 prophesies of Jesus 
Christ in His death on the cross, saying, "J am a worm [Heb. towla], and not a man, a reproach of men, and despised 
by the people." When Jesus died, His blood stained the cross, even as the crimson from the worm stained the trunk of 
the gourd in Jonah's day. 


There is a second meaning of this as well. In the second work of Christ, depicted by the second dove in Leviticus 14, 
we find that the second dove was dipped in the blood of the first dove that had been killed. Likewise, we find that the 
worm dies and then stains the gourd that was attached to the BOOTH. In other words, the second work of Christ at 
Tabernacles is based upon the first work on the cross at Passover. 


Together, these two works or ministries will bring deliverance from the evil that is within all of us. In the story of 
Jonah, the prophet sat under a booth, but the evil in his heart was not exposed and covered by the blood until the worm 
came and destroyed the gourd. Then was his heart manifested. Even his desire to die was prophetic in that it shows us 
the way to life and perfection is through the death of the flesh. We must identify with Christ's death on the cross before 
we can identify with Him in His second work. 
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Finally, there is a connection between the gourd and Nineveh. A great fish swallowed up Jonah and then vomited him 
on the shore, picturing Jesus' death and resurrection. In Jonah's second call to preach to Nineveh, Jonah goes to the 
"City of Fish" (Nineveh) and then sits in a booth that pictures the Feast of Tabernacles. Here the prophet sits under the 
vomit plant in order to be perfected. In both cases, the vomit represents resurrection, for Jonah was a type of Christ. 
Even as Jonah spent three days in the belly of the fish, so also did Jesus spend three days in the heart of the earth. Even 
as Jonah was vomited out of the belly of the fish to picture resurrection from the dead, so also was Jesus raised from 
the dead. 


There is an oppressive system in the world that is prophetically called Nineveh, Egypt, and Babylon. The story of 
Jonah is a prophecy that the second work of Christ is going to bring repentance to the world and the salvation of all 
people. Jonah did not want to see them delivered, and he complained bitterly when God did not destroy the city. In 
this attitude, he ceased to be a type of Christ and became more like Christians. We must not be bitter when God does 
this marvelous work. Are we going to demand that God destroy those sinners and give them what they deserve, or will 
we rejoice in their deliverance? 


This bad attitude arises from the evil within our hearts and must be put to death with all fleshly attitudes. Only when 
our heart is right and when we see Nineveh as God sees it will we be ready to bring them the Gospel of the Kingdom 
in a heart of true love. The Feast of Booths is designed to prepare our hearts fully for that ministry of the reconciliation 
of the world. 


Putting Christ's Second Coming into Perspective 


Many have taught that Christ's second coming will snatch away the Christians, remove the Holy Spirit, and bring forth 
an "antichrist" who will unite the world in a futile war against God. They have taught that God will then bring 
tribulation upon the world for a period of seven years (or perhaps three-and-one-half years) that will destroy a large 
portion of the earth's population, the earth itself, and life in the seas. It has also been widely taught that Jews will NOT 
be snatched away, but will remain on earth, and that at least 144,000 of them will evangelize many unbelievers until 
Christ returns WITH the Church at the end of this "tribulation" period. 


These views are held by those who have probably never read or understood the laws of the second coming of Christ. 
Now that we have studied the foregoing material, we can proceed to the New Testament and see what those authors 
were really saying. In the next chapter we will show how the so-called "rapture" should be understood in terms of the 
Feast of Tabernacles. We will see that this event, called in the Bible, the harpazo, or "the catching away," is specifically 
the point in history where the overcomers transcend the flesh and are able to move dimensionally between the spiritual 
and the physical realm. It is the point where they will be able to "change clothes" from wool to linen, as Ezekiel 44 
puts it. 


We will see that the Bible nowhere says that these believers will leave the earth for seven years or even three-and-a- 
half years. In fact, the purpose of this change, as portrayed in the two works of Christ, is to convert the citizens of 
"Nineveh," which city is the symbol of the oppressive present world order. This evangelism will not be done by 
144,000 Jews, but by the overcomers. Even if we take Revelation 7 literally and believe that there will be 12,000 
overcomers from each of the tribes of Israel, Revelation 7:5 tells us that only 12,000 of Judah will participate. One 
might possibly stretch this by adding another 12,000 of Benjamin and another 12,000 of Levi—because these three 
tribes made up the nation of Judah in Jesus' day. However, it is a false assumption that the Jews are the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel or that they represent all the tribes of Israel. 


The fact is that Christianity primarily settled in the Western nations, where the bulk of the Israelites had migrated from 
Assyria. Archeologists call them Caucasians, because many of them passed through the Caucasus mountains, located 
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. Yet just as many spread across the northern part of Asia Minor (now 
Turkey) and made up the bulk of the populations of Cappadocia, Bithynia, and Pontus. In the fourth century, this area 
was a particular stronghold of the early Church. 
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In other words, the theory of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists preaching in the time of the Great Tribulation begins to 
break down when we see that there are many more Israelite Christians than Jewish Christians. If all Israelites are going 
to remain on earth during the Great Tribulation, then one would have to teach that only Asian and African Christians 
will be raptured, and that there will be literally tens of millions of Israelite Christians on earth during that time. 


The point is that these views are based not only upon a certain ignorance of the law, but also upon ignorance of history 
and archeology. We do not mean to be critical, of course, because the Word prophesied that Israel would be lost and 
presumed dead for many years. When Jacob-Israel said to Joseph in Genesis 48:11, "I never expected to see your face, 
and behold, God has let me see your children as well," he prophesied of our time. The Church, too, will soon say, "We 
never expected to see the lost tribes of Israel again, but God has now allowed us to see the birthright promise fulfilled, 
for Israel has indeed produced an abundance of children, both physical and spiritual." 


Because the Age of Pentecost has now run its course, the Age of Tabernacles is now coming into focus. A new 
understanding of the Bible and of prophecy will also come as the plan of God unfolds. The veil that has been upon 
Israel is now ready to be removed. The veil upon the overcomers, too, is about to be removed to manifest the glory of 
God in the highest level. This will bring many changes in our understanding of God and His word, and this will in turn 
bring about many upheavals in political systems and social behavior throughout the world. All men will begin to learn 
the laws and ways of God, and they will learn to apply them not only to individual actions, but also to national laws 
and policies that will bring freedom and Jubilee to all. 
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Chapter 13: The Real Rapture 


The term "rapture" is not a biblical term. It is a theological term that many Bible teachers use to refer to harpazo, the 
"catching away" mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Like so many words, both biblical and otherwise, the problem is 
not in the terminology but in man's definitions and understanding. Words are only as good men's understanding of 
their meaning. 


It will not be our intent or purpose to sling stones at the word "rapture," for the word itself is not the real problem. The 
problem is that the word has received its definition from men of the last two centuries who knew little or nothing about 
the Feast of Trumpets or of Tabernacles. Because of this, much of the Church has been taught that when Christ comes, 
the dead will be raised and immediately "raptured" to heaven, with the living saints close on their heels. But this is not 
what the feast days teach us. As we have already seen, the Feast of Trumpets prophesies about the resurrection of the 
dead, but the Feast of Tabernacles will not be fulfilled for another two weeks. 


In the pattern of John 6 and 7, which we studied in chapter 7, we saw that Peter went out to meet Jesus in the middle 
of the lake, and that Jesus came to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in the middle of that feast. While we cannot say for 
sure when He will come, the patterns strongly suggest that Christ will come in the middle of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
and that, like Peter, the overcomers will be caught away to meet Him at that time. But this would be more than two 
weeks after the Feast of Trumpets. 


It is plain from these patterns and laws that we need to take a fresh look at the second coming of Christ, a look that 
has a broad-based knowledge of both the Old and the New Testament. With that in mind, let us look at 1 Thessalonians 
4:14-18, 


14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen 
asleep in Jesus. "For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until 
the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first. ‘7 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up [Greek: harpazo, 
"caught away"] together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be 
with the Lord. !8 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 


This passage does NOT say that as soon as they are raised from the dead they will be "caught away." This has been 
assumed by those who are unfamiliar with the Feast of Trumpets. Paul gives the order in which these events will 
happen, but he says little or nothing about the timing. Perhaps it is because the next verses (5:1, 2) say, 


1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 7 For 
you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 


These Thessalonian Christians already knew the times and seasons, because they were familiar with the feast days that 
establish those times and seasons. It is unfortunate, however, that Christians today know so little about the feast days. 
The lack of proper teaching has caused great portions of the Church to need the biblical material that Paul did not 
discuss in his letter. For this reason we have taken care to lay these foundations of teaching in the earlier chapters of 
this book. Like Paul, we too can say that we have no further need to repeat this material. We can, however, go to other 
Old Testament passages that Paul used as his resource material. 


The First Law of Christ's Coming 
From the beginning, the purpose of God in creation was to bring forth the sons of God in His own image. The first 


Adam failed to do so, because of sin. The Last Adam, however, who is Jesus Christ, was destined to succeed in this 
purpose. Eve was taken from Adam; the Church was taken from Jesus’ side. In the separation of man and woman, God 
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created the need for marriage in order to bring the two back into a new type of unity. Genesis 2:22-24 then shows us 
HOW this unity was to be accomplished: 


22 And the LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought 
her to the man. 7° And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man." ~4 For this cause a man shall leave his father and his 
mother , and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 


Note especially that it is the man who is to leave his father and mother. This is a prophetic statement, specifically 
applicable to the Last Adam as He comes to claim His bride. Christ must leave His Father (Yahweh) and Mother (El 
Shaddai) and come to earth to be united to His wife. (This is not to imply that Yahweh and El Shaddai are separate 
gods; they are simply male and female manifestations of one God. The distinction has to do with the way we relate to 
God, rather than a personal difference.) 


In this sense, Jesus Christ had to leave heaven and come to earth to the home of the bride. It is NOT the case that the 
bride must leave her father and mother and go to heaven to the home of her Husband. 


Thus, when Paul speaks of Christ's coming, He speaks of believers meeting Him in the air to escort Him to earth, but 
not of the believers going to heaven as their final home. The major purpose of creation and of history is for heaven to 
come to earth, for Christ to manifest Himself in earth, and for the glory of God to fill the earth. It is to establish His 
kingdom upon the earth, not to destroy the earth and set up a kingdom in heaven. His purpose is to bring forth spiritual 
flesh that manifests the glory of God, of which Moses was a type and Jesus our example. 


God's statement in Genesis 2, quoted above, is the first major statement of intent that sets the prophetic pattern for 
Christ's coming. It does not, however, tell us the manner of His coming, nor any details of timing. These details are 
reserved for other prophets to learn in later centuries in a progressive revelation of truth. Yet no future revelation can 
contradict the basic law of the coming of Christ established at the beginning. 


Patterns in Exodus 19 of Christ's Coming 


It is customary for us to think of the presence of God on Mount Sinai as being the Father as distinct from the Son. We 
tend to think of Yahweh (i.e., "Jehovah") as being the God of the Old Testament, and Jesus Christ as the God of the 
New Testament. However, Exodus 15:2 and Isaiah 12:3 state that "Yahweh has become my salvation | Yashua]" (the 
Hebrew name for Jesus). Therefore, we can say that Jesus Christ was the incarnation of Yahweh, the God who revealed 
Himself to Moses in Exodus 6:2, 3, and the same God who gave the Law to Israel on Mount Sinai. 


For this reason, we may say that Jesus Christ came to earth at Mount Sinai, taking upon Himself the appearance of 
Fire. In that coming, however, He was not incarnated in flesh and blood. For this reason, we do not normally call the 
Sinai manifestation a coming of Christ. What we mean is that it was not a flesh-and-blood coming through an 
incarnation. Even so, we should understand that there were patterns of Christ's coming set in the days of Moses at the 
foot of Mount Sinai. 


Paul's understanding of Christ's second coming is drawn from a number of passages in the book of Exodus. The first 
is Exodus 19:18, which says, 


18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke 
ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently. ° When the sound of 
the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder. 7° And the 
LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the top 
of the mountain, and Moses went up. 


Compare this passage with Paul's statement in the New Testament. In Exodus 19:18, "the Lord descended." In 1 
Thessalonians 4:16 we read that "the Lord Himself will descend from heaven." 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 116 of 138 


In Exodus 19:19, "the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder." In 1 Thessalonians 4:16 we read of "the voice 
of the archangel and the trumpet of God." 


In Exodus 19:20, "Moses went up" the mount which was covered by a cloud. In 1 Thessalonians 4:17 the saints are 
"caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air." 


A comparison of Paul's statements with the book of Exodus shows clearly that Paul had studied Moses and knew that 
the pattern of Christ's second coming was laid many years earlier when Christ came to earth upon Mount Sinai. 


Patterns in Exodus 24 of Christ's Coming 


There are other passages in the book of Exodus that are remarkably similar to Paul's description of Christ's coming. 
This is because Moses actually went up and down the mount eight times. Each time he made a trip, Moses (who was 
a pattern of Jesus Christ—Acts 7:37) established more details in His pattern of Christ's second coming. Exodus 24:13- 
18 says, 


13 So Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. ' But to the 
elders he said, ''Wait here for us until we return to you . And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you; 
whoever has a legal matter, let him approach them." Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the 
cloud covered the mountain. '° And the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered 
it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. 1 And to the eyes 
of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the mountain 
top. !8 And Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the mountain; and Moses was on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights. 


This sequence of events actually sets the pattern of Jesus’ resurrection, ascension, and second coming. Note how verse 
13 links Moses with Joshua, or Yashua (Jesus). "Moses arose," as it were, from the dead and then "went up to the 
mountain of God." Yet before ascending, he told the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you." This is precisely 
what Jesus said to His disciples prior to His ascension in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4. They were to "tarry" in Jerusalem 
until the Holy Spirit came upon them. Jesus then disappeared into a cloud, as we read in Acts 1:9, 


’ And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. 


Moses ascended and remained on the mount 40 days. Even so, Jesus ascended to heaven, where He lives to make 
intercession for us (Heb. 7:25). Moses remained on the mount for 40 days. It is possible that this is prophetic of the 
40 Jubilees in which Jesus has remained in heaven since His ascension. A period of 40 Jubilees is 40 x 49 years, or 
1,960 years. I believe He ascended in 33 A.D., so the 40 Jubilees ended in 1993 A.D. If there is anything to this, the 
time of His return could be quite near. 


But Moses is also a type and shadow of the overcomers and not merely of Jesus Christ. If we view Moses' ascent from 
this perspective, then Moses' ascent contains patterns of our own ascent to meet the Lord in the air. We see from 
Exodus 24:16 that the cloud on the mount veiled the glory of God for six days. Then on the seventh day God called 
Moses to ascend the mount. This appears to prophesy that our ascension to meet Him and receive the law written on 
our hearts will occur at the beginning of the seventh day—that is, the seventh millennium from Adam. This was widely 
believed in the early Church. A study of timing, however, is not appropriate in this book. We have dealt more 
thoroughly with the chronology of history and its relation to the divine Jubilee calendar in our book, Secrets of Time. 


How Do We Meet the Lord? 


1 Thessalonians 4:17 says that we will "meet" the Lord in the air. The Greek word translated "to meet" is apantesis. 
Apantesis is the technical term that describes what the town leaders do when a very important person comes to visit 
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them. They send a welcome delegation to meet him. But the delegation does not go back to the hometown of the 
visiting dignitary. Instead, they escort him to their own town. 


This technical term is used in Matthew 25:1 and again in verse 6 in Jesus’ parable of the ten virgins. Here we read, 


1 Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to 
meet [apantesis] the bridegroom ... °But at midnight there was a shout, "Behold, the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet [apantesis] him." 


In the parable, the virgins had been waiting for the bridegroom to arrive to claim His bride. As He approached, the cry 
went out that the bridegroom was coming. Some went out to meet Him; others did not. They were all virgins—that is, 
all of them were believers. But some were overcomers, and others were not. Not everyone celebrated the marriage 
feast, which is the Feast of Tabernacles. Those who did not have enough oil (the Holy Spirit) had to go buy more oil 
at that late hour, but we read in verse 10, 


10 And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 


It is apparent from this verse that the bridegroom did not take the wise virgins to the place from whence he had come. 
Instead, the wise virgins escorted him to the place where they had been awaiting his coming. This is consistent with 
the meaning of the word apantesis, both in this parable and in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 


Another place where the word apantesis is used is found in Acts 28:15. It is the story of Paul's journey from Jerusalem 
to Rome as a prisoner: 


15 And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of Appius and 
Three Inns [Greek: Taberne] to meet [apantesis|] us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took 
courage. 


The Christians in Rome came to meet Paul as though he were a visiting dignitary. This was a great encouragement to 
Paul. Yet it is clear that Paul did not turn around and take these Christians back to Jerusalem. They met Paul and 
escorted him to Rome. 


In this particular example, we have another hidden reference to the Feast of Tabernacles in the Greek text itself. The 
place of meeting was at the Three Inns. The word translated "Inns" is taberne. This is actually from the Latin word, 
taberna, which the Greek transliterates and adopts as its own. So hidden in the text itself is a link between the 
apantesis—meeting the Lord—and the Feast of Tabernacles. It suggests that we will meet the Lord during the Feast 
of Tabernacles, even as the brethren in Rome met Paul at the Three Inns. 


There are other examples that illustrate the apantesis. In Matthew 14:22-34 the term, apantesis, is not actually used 
in the text, but the story does show the same principle. This is one of the passages we discussed earlier, where Jesus 
walked on the water to the disciples during the storm. Peter went out to meet Him and escorted Jesus to the boat. In 
our study of the Feast of Tabernacles we saw that this story is prophetic of the second coming of Christ, and Peter 
represents the overcomers. Peter went out to meet Jesus, but he then accompanied Jesus to the boat where the other 
disciples were. It is important to note that Jesus did not turn around and return to the other shore from whence He had 
come, and He certainly did not take Peter with Him to that other shore. 


The meaning of the term, apantesis, supports the first law of Christ's coming found in Genesis 2:22-24, quoted earlier. 
It is clear that the Husband is leaving His home and coming to earth to live. The bridesmaids (virgins) go out to meet 
the Groom as He comes to claim His bride, but neither the bridesmaids nor the bride herself are expected to follow the 
Groom back to His heavenly home to live. The word, apantesis, as used in the New Testament, consistently shows us 
that it means to meet for the purpose of escorting an important person to his destination. 
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The Catching Away (Harpazo) 


Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 that "we who are alive and remain shall be caught up (Greek: harpazo, "caught 
away"] together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air." The Greek word, harpazo, has been 
misunderstood, because most people have not viewed it through the eyes of the Feast of Tabernacles. John 7:14 shows 
us that Christ comes in the midst of Tabernacles. John 6:21 and Matthew 14:28-32 shows us that we will "meet the 
Lord in the air." Yet, as we have seen, Peter met Jesus, but Jesus did not take him back to the shore from which He 
had come. Instead, Peter met Him and, in effect, escorted Him back to the boat. 


When they stepped into the boat, they all experienced the harpazo (John 6:21). They were transported to Capernaum 
(John 6:24), which served largely as the headquarters of Jesus' ministry. Because Capernaum means "the covering of 
the Comforter," it prophesies of the moment when the overcomers will receive the full covering of the Holy Spirit. 
This is the ultimate purpose of the eighth day of Tabernacles. 


In the case of the disciples, it would almost appear that the "catching away" comes AFTER we go out to meet Him. 
After all, the boatload of disciples was caught away AFTER Peter and Jesus returned to the boat. However, it is plain 
that we are not to understand the story in that manner. After all, Paul says that the purpose of the harpazo is to meet 
the Lord in the air. We do not meet the Lord in the air only to experience the harpazo afterward. 


Therefore, we must understand Peter's ability to walk on the water as the initial harpazo experience of the overcomers 
who meet Christ at His coming. After this, the overcomers—like the boatload of disciples—will have the permanent 
ability to translate from place to place at will, even as Jesus could do after His resurrection. They will be able to travel 
at the speed of thought from one part of the earth to another or between heaven and earth (i.e., between the spiritual 
dimension and this physical universe). 


The Meaning of Peter's Harpazo 


The story itself has allegorical meaning. Jesus ascended the "mountain" to pray, or to make intercession for us (Heb. 
7:25). Meanwhile, He sent the disciples ahead of Him into the coming storm. In other words, the disciples were sent 
into the world, where they would experience tribulation and persecution at the hand of the political and religious 
systems of the world. Then Jesus came to them in the middle of the lake, walking on the water. This signifies His 
position of authority over all the nations, for Revelation 17:15 says that the waters represent "peoples and multitudes 
and nations and tongues." 


We see, then, that Peter's ability to walk on the same water shows that the overcomers are to be given authority over 
the nations as well. The fact that Peter began to sink when he became afraid of the wind and the waves also shows us 
that his authority is based upon faith. He had to keep his eyes focused upon Jesus Christ, rather than upon the wind 
and the waves. 


Fear seems to disqualify people from being overcomers. We also learn this from the laws of war in Deuteronomy 
20:8 and from the story of Gideon, whose army was reduced considerably after the fearful were told to go home 
(Judges 7:3). Unfortunately, many Christians have been taught to fear the wind and the waves in order to keep them 
in the boat. More often than not, they are convinced to accept Christ out of fear of God's wrath, rather than being 
drawn by the manifestation of His love. Once in the church, they are then often taught to be afraid of listening to 
anyone other than their own denominational leaders or reading any books other than what is sanctioned by their own 
church. The leadership knows that people can be controlled through fear. 


Fear of cults has probably kept more Christians in ignorance of the Word than any other factor. Many denominational 
leaders deliberately teach Christians to fear the wind and waves outside their denominational boat, thinking they are 
protecting their flock from danger. They assume that their denomination knows all the truth that is important. Going 
by that assumption, they try to prevent the people from learning anything beyond that level of truth. So in the guise of 
protecting the sheep, they build a wall around them that can easily turn into a prison wall. 
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Fear may indeed motivate some to become Christians. Fear is also very effective in keeping people from dropping 
their church membership. But fear will not create overcomers. Overcomers are Christian believers who do not fear the 
wind and waves and are willing to walk through it and, like Peter, walk upon it. The other major factor in defining 
overcomers is that they are forgivers, knowing and living the principle of the Jubilee. We wrote of this at the end of 
chapter three, and in more detail on pages 10-14 of our book, Secrets of Time. 


The Meaning of Philip's Harpazo 


In the eighth chapter of Acts we read how Philip preached the gospel in Samaria. From there, the Spirit led him to the 
desert to meet with an Ethiopian eunuch who happened to be reading from Isaiah 53 without understanding what he 
was reading. Philip explained the Scriptures to him and baptized him. In Acts 8:39 and 40 we read, 


3 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched [Greek: harpazo] Philip away; 
and the eunuch saw him no more, but went on his way rejoicing. *° But Philip found himself at Azotus; 
and as he passed through he kept preaching the gospel to all the cities, until he came to Caesarea. 


The same Greek word (harpazo) that is used of Philip's translation is what we find in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Philip 
was "raptured" but did not leave the earth in that sense. He was transported from one place to another. He had the 
same experience that the disciples had when Jesus came to the boat in the middle of the sea of Galilee. Philip suddenly 
found himself near the town of Azotus (i.e., Ashdod). Then he preached the gospel from there all the way to Caesarea. 


This story is also a prophetic allegory. Philip and Stephen represent the two works of Christ in Acts 6—8. Stephen 
portrays the first work of Christ, in that he was called to be a martyr as a witness to Christ. He was stoned by Jews that 
were defending their religious system from the new "cult," with Saul consenting to or applauding his death (Acts 8:1). 


On the other hand, Philip portrays the second work of Christ and its success in preaching the Word to all nations. 
Philip experiences the harpazo, the "catching away." He successfully preaches first to the Samaritans, then to the 
Ethiopian Eunuch. From there the Word goes to the old Philistine city of Ashdod (Azotus). From Ashdod, Philip 
preaches all the way to Caesarea, a city built and named by King Herod in honor of Augustus Caesar. The Roman 
procurators of Palestine had homes there, and most of its citizens were Greeks. In this way the story is prophetic of 
the overcomers at the time of the second coming of Christ, who, by preaching the Word under the full anointing of the 
Spirit, are able to bring all things under the feet of Christ. 


This story is similar to Jonah's success in preaching to Nineveh. Both stories prophesy about the word of God going 
to the whole world until the kingdoms of this world fully recognize the glory and sovereignty of Jesus Christ and His 
right to rule the earth. This will be realized in the Age of Tabernacles that is now upon us. 


The Meaning of the Manchild's Harpazo 
In Revelation 12:1-5 we read, 


1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars; 7 and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in 
pain to give birth. > And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven 
heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. * And his tail swept away a third of the stars 
of heaven, and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child 
["manchild" in the KJV], who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up 
[harpazo] to God and to His throne. 


The birth of Jesus Christ was the original pattern of the scene described here in Revelation 12. When He was born, 
King Herod (inspired by the red dragon) attempted to kill Him. Herod was half-Edomite and half-Judahite. Edom 
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means "red." Herod was, therefore, a manifestation of the red dragon in Jesus' day. Mary fulfilled the part of the 
woman giving birth to Jesus; and, of course, Jesus was the original manchild, or "male child" of the prophecy. 


Jesus Christ was to "rule all nations with a rod of iron" (12:5). But the important point to see in our present study is 
the fact that the harpazo was fulfilled in His ascension to His throne in heaven. The NASB (above) says He was 
"caught UP," but in reality the word means "caught AWAY." Strong's Concordance gives "to seize" as its meaning. 
Vine's Expository Dictionary says it means "to snatch or catch away." The word is derived from haireomai, which 
means "to choose by vote, or elect to office." In 2 Thessalonians 2:13 Paul uses this word, saying, 


13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 
chosen [haireomai] you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in 
the truth. 


In other words the word implies God's election to a position of authority. Matthew 12:18 uses a different form of the 
same word, saying of Jesus, "Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen." This is the sense in which Revelation 12:5 
uses the term harpazo. Jesus Christ was caught away to the throne of God, because He was the One chosen to rule all 
nations with the rod of iron. That is, God snatched or caught Him away to the throne, because He was the One chosen, 
or elected, to rule all nations. 


This prophecy in Revelation 12 is also a prophetic pattern for the corporate birth of the sons of God, followed by their 
ascension to the throne. There is no reason to think that this ascension must be one in which the believers defy gravity 
and rise outside of earth's atmosphere and travel to a heavenly land beyond the moon. There is no reason to insist that 
these believers are going to GO to some other planet, star, or heaven beyond the solar system. Heaven is not a piece 
of real estate in outer space having castles and meadows on it, nor is it a huge space ship as some have imagined. 


Heaven is dimensional, not locational. We need to understand that spiritual things, spiritual beings, and spiritual 
locations are unlike our three-dimensional world. The Bible draws word pictures in earthly terms only to help us 
comprehend spiritual or heavenly things. 


The real rapture is an ascension to the throne, a position of authority to which God has called the overcomers by His 
sovereign choosing. It is unfortunate that the concept of the harpazo was given such a carnalized concept that it 
required theologians to coin a new word, "rapture." The terms "ascension" or "caught away" were no longer adequate 
to describe men's new views in the past 150 years. So they began to speak in terms of a "rapture." Yet even so, this 
new term comes from the Latin word, raptus, which literally means "seized." As we have already seen, this is identical 
to Strong's definition of harpazo. Hence, we have no problem with the word "rapture." The problem has come when 
men have defined the word without understanding the Feast of Tabernacles. 


Meeting the Lord in the Air and in the Clouds 


1 Thessalonians 4:17 says that when we are caught up, we will meet Him "in the air." Does this mean in the upper 
atmosphere or simply above ground? Frankly, Paul does not define "air" either way in this passage. Because Paul says 
that we will meet Him together "in the clouds," the coming of Christ has generally been pictured as coming from outer 
space. It has been assumed that the believers would meet Him somewhere many miles above the face of the earth, 
perhaps in the stratosphere. 


First, the Greek word translated "air" is aer, of which Strong's Concordance says, "from aemi, (to breathe 
unconsciously, i.e., respire; by analogy, to blow)." The word is used in Acts 22:23, 


23 And as they were crying out and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into the air [aer]. 


Take note that the dust did not go into the upper atmosphere. The air here was only a few feet off the ground, and the 
dust probably covered everyone present. Used in this context, aer means above the ground where people can breathe, 
as opposed to underground where men might suffocate. 1 Corinthians 9:26 tells us the same thing: 
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26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air [aer]. 


In other words, Paul says that he was not merely "shadow boxing" in his efforts to follow Christ. The picture of shadow 
boxing shows that one could beat the air that was within reach of a boxer. The word was not used to indicate the upper 
atmosphere a few miles above the earth. Paul goes on to say in 1 Corinthians 14:9 that if people speak in tongues that 
are not understood, they are just speaking into the air. All of these examples show that the aer refers to above ground, 
as opposed to underground. 


But what about the CLOUDS? Does this not indicate that we will meet Christ in the upper atmosphere? 


Paul's reference to the "clouds" comes from the fact that Moses went up to meet the Lord in the cloud on Mount Sinai. 
Clouds are symbolic of a number of things. The word itself comes from the Greek word, nephele. It comes from the 
root word, nephos. Vine's Expository Dictionary says that it 


"denotes a cloudy, shapeless mass covering the heavens. Hence, metaphorically, of a dense multitude, a throng, 
Heb. 12:1." 


The word, nephele, can mean the physical clouds, but the Bible uses the term much more often in a figurative manner. 
Hebrews 12:1 uses the term to refer to "so great a cloud [i.e., a crowd] of witnesses surrounding us," which is 
figurative of the Old Testament overcomers listed in Hebrews 11. Also, Jesus speaks of the day of His appearing, 
"coming on the clouds of heaven." (Matt. 26:64). Many interpret this literally. However, a closer look at the passage 
seems to support a more figurative interpretation: 


64 Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you shall see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of Power, [dunamis, "power"| and coming on [epi, "upon"] the clouds of 
heaven." 


Jesus was talking to the Sanhedrin and the high priest, Caiaphas, who was about to sentence Him to death on the 
charge of blasphemy. One might ask how could these unbelievers in the Sanhedrin later see Christ "sitting at the right 
hand of Power"? We know from Acts 7:55 that Stephen saw Jesus Christ standing at the right hand of God in glory, 
but it is questionable if these unbelievers might have had the same vision. It seems best to take this in conjunction with 
the last part of the verse, where He is also said to be "coming on the clouds of heaven." 


We interpret this to mean that the Son of Man is seated at the right hand of Power, from which position He can come 
upon the great cloud (crowd) of witnesses at the Feast of Tabernacles. These are the "clouds of heaven" and they are 
figuratively seated with Him in heavenly places even now, for Paul says in Ephesians 2:6, 


6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus. 


In one sense the clouds are the overcomers in whom and upon whom Christ comes. The power of His throne is to be 
given to these believers. Jesus was really telling Caiaphas that he and his Sanhedrin would be deposed and replaced 
by the authority of the Son of Man and the cloud of His witnesses. 


This began on the day of Pentecost and will conclude with the fulfillment of Tabernacles. Jesus had told the disciples 
that they would receive "power" (dunamis) after the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 1:8). Since Pentecost is an 
earnest of the Spirit and is, in effect, a pledge of the fullness that is to come at Tabernacles, we can look to the events 
of Acts 2 to see the pattern of what is yet to come. If the disciples in the upper room (and those who came after them) 
were given "power" at Pentecost, then a greater portion of power should be given at the fulfillment of Tabernacles. 


Hence, it seems that Jesus standing on the right hand of Power is the source of power in the overcomers under both 
Pentecost and, ultimately, Tabernacles. This is how He comes upon the clouds of heaven. It is probably not to be 
fulfilled up in the sky as we might picture it. Both Paul and Jesus used symbolic word pictures that were not supposed 
to be taken literally. They spoke of clouds first to draw the reader's attention to Moses, who ascended the mount into 
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the cloud, and secondly to show that the Kingdom was established at the mouth of a great crowd (and cloud) of 
witnesses. 


If it proves to be the will of God that Christ comes on a literal cloud above the earth, then so be it. The manner of His 
coming is up to Him. But this empowerment to rule and reign with Christ upon the earth does NOT have to be "up 
there." The origin of this power is from heaven, but the place of rulership is "on the earth" (Rev. 5:10). The purpose 
of rulership, authority, and power is to spread the gospel and the borders of His Kingdom until it fills the whole earth. 


From these examples we see that we have no compelling reason to assume that we will leave the ground to meet Christ 
in the upper atmosphere. The dead will be raised first, of course, and this indicates that they will be "in the air" as 
opposed to underground. He comes upon the clouds, the crowds of witnesses—NOT upon the unbelieving rulers, such 
as the Sanhedrin. 


We believe that the clouds of overcomers from past ages will be in the air above the ground at the Feast of Trumpets 
two weeks before the beginning of the Feast of Tabernacles. It seems reasonable to assume that these resurrected 
overcomers will be united in some way with the living overcomers of that day. Thus, ALL the overcomers will stand 
upon the earth "in the air." Then, two and a half weeks later at the appointed time in the middle of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, Christ will manifest Himself to them, and they will be changed by beholding Him, even as Moses' face 
was changed at Sinai. Those who are changed will then finish the work that began with Pentecost. The Great 
Commission of preaching the Gospel to all nations will then begin anew with a greater anointing than that received in 
Acts 2. 


Where Will We Ever Be With the Lord? 


One often hears a strange contradiction in Church teaching today. In one breath the preacher speaks of heaven as our 
eternal home, while later he speaks of reigning on the earth during the Millennium. Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 
4:17 and 18, 

17 .. and thus [houto, "in this manner"] we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 


Paul says that in this manner we will BE with the Lord. He does not say that in this manner we will "go" or even be 
"caught away. In other words, we will remain in His presence. We will be with Him at all times. We will enter into 
the Holy of Holies into His very presence and remain there with Him, not coming for a temporary visit once a year 
like the high priest of Aaron. No matter what we do or where we go, we will be with Him, because His presence will 
be fully upon us and in us. Wherever we go from that time forward, His presence will be in us as fully as it was in 
Jesus Christ when He walked the earth and ministered to those in need. 


We will not be in outer space at a place called "heaven." Heavenly conditions will come to earth and focus particularly 
upon the overcomers who fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles. These will receive spiritual bodies like Jesus had after His 
resurrection. In this way Matthew 5:7 will be fulfilled, saying in the NASB, "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall 
inherit the earth." Revelation 5:10 says that "we shall reign on the earth." Peter says that the earth and its works 
(business, employment, work) will be burned up (2 Peter 3:10), but three verses later he says, 


13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness 
dwells. 


If Peter had spoken only of going to heaven or the heavens, we might be able to say that men will no longer inhabit 
the earth. However, he does not say that the promise is for us to dwell in heaven—not even in the new heavens. The 
fact that there is going to be a "new earth" shows that there will still be a distinction between heaven and earth. The 
word "new" means, in respect to form, "recently made, unused, fresh, unworn." In respect to substance, it means "of 
a new kind, unprecedented, novel, unheard of." The new heavens and the new earth will be something new or 
unprecedented in the earth. 
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It does not necessarily indicate a new planet. The business and work of the old earth will be changed to reflect the will 
of God and His kingdom. That will be a new thing in the earth. The law of God has never been implemented on a wide 
scale for any length of time, because men were so corrupt that they continually revolted against it. In the new earth, 
however, there will truly be a New World Order, not as man would establish, but according to the will and mind of 
God. The old order will be consumed by the fire of the divine law and the glory of God, which will cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea. 


At Sinai, God came to earth. In the New Testament, Christ came to earth. And He will yet come to earth again. In each 
case the direction is always from heaven to earth, each time with an increased gift of anointing for His people. It is not 
that we go to heaven, but that He comes to earth. The reason is clear. He comes to save people and to teach them of 
His ways. He comes in the manifestation of the Feast of Tabernacles not only to change men by beholding His face, 
but so that they can in turn walk the earth to minister to others, preaching the word, and converting "Nineveh." 


In ancient times heaven was pictured as "the heavens," and over the years men began to believe that the stars were the 
saints dwelling in the heavens. The ancient religions taught that the visible planets were gods who inhabited their 
respective planes. The stars were thought to be on a single plane beyond the planets, almost like a canopy. Each star 
had its "glory" (magnitude). We now know that the "glory" of stars is explained by both size and distance, and we 
know that they are not saints dwelling in the heavens. 


Heaven is as close to us as a single step. When Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection, He did not have 
to travel a long distance from one end of the universe to the other. All He had to do was (as Ezekiel says) change from 
His linens into His woolen clothing. He simply moved from a spiritual dimension to the physical. When Jesus was 
finished talking with His disciples, He changed His clothing and ascended to the higher dimension. This was an 
ascension, but He did not need to go "up" among the stars. 


We conclude, then, that meeting the Lord in the air means that both the dead and the living saints together will meet 
Him here on earth, but not underground and not in outer space where there is no air. The dead will be raised to fulfill 
Tabernacles. 


Caleb and Joshua were overcomers in Moses' day. God's promise to them was that they would be alive to enter the 
Promised Land. Since they only had to wait another 38 years for this promise to be fulfilled, God was easily able to 
keep them alive during that time, although the rest of their generation died in the wilderness. With us, the Church in 
the wilderness has had a longer fulfillment of 40 Jubilees. During this time, many overcomers have lived and died, but 
the promise is the same to them. They must be alive "in the air" when the day comes to enter their Promised Land. 
This is why the dead must be raised FIRST. All the overcomers must be alive on earth to fulfill Tabernacles and meet 
Him in the air. 


Paul tells us to "comfort one another with these words." The verb that is translated "comfort" is parakleo. It literally 
means to call to one's side for help, comfort, or advice. Its noun form is parakletos, or "comforter." This word is often 
used to describe a defense attorney who is called to aid in defending someone in court. Jesus told the disciples that He 
would send the Parakletos to us after His ascension. The NASB translates the word "Helper" in John 14:26, 


6 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 


In other words, Paul is telling us to help and comfort others with these words, even as the Holy Spirit helps and 
comforts us. It appears to be a play on words, in that the coming of Christ brings a new anointing of the Holy Spirit to 
help us complete the work of teaching all nations. Therefore, "comfort" each other with these words of hope in 
expectation of what God will do. 
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Who Will Be Taken, and Who Will Be Left? 


In Matthew 24 Jesus gave His well-known dissertation regarding His second coming. In verses 37-41 He tells the 
disciples: 


37 For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 3 For as in those days which were 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark, ? and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all 
away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. ® Then there shall be two men in the field; one will be 
taken, and one will be left. 4! Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. *? Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. 


It is commonly taught today that Jesus was referring to the "rapture" in which the Church will be snatched out of the 
earth for some years while a great tribulation occurs on the earth. But in fact, this passage teaches precisely the 
opposite. It will be like in the days of Noah. Men will be living life as usual and would not understand the plan of God 
or believe the warnings of the prophets. Even as the flood removed all the unbelievers from the earth in Noah's day, 
"so also shall the coming of the Son of Man be." 


Who was taken? Who was removed from the earth? Certainly not Noah and his family. It was the WICKED who were 
taken, leaving just Noah and his family to inherit the earth. So shall it be once again. One will be taken, and another 
left. Once again the wicked will be removed from the earth, but the meek will inherit the earth. Proverbs 2:22, 23 
tells us, 


21 For the upright will live in the land [erets, land or earth], and the blameless will remain [yathar, "to 
remain or be left behind" in it; ? But the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous will be 
uprooted from it. 


We are clearly told here that the promise to the righteous is to be left behind, not to be removed from the earth. Christ 
is coming to uproot the wicked from the earth that He created and which He will fully rule. He is coming as a flood, 
but this time it is the flood of the Holy Spirit that will bring a baptism of fire upon the earth. The first flood was 
designed to remove the breath, or spirit, of life from all men (Gen. 6:17). After this flood, God made a covenant with 
Noah, his sons, and the whole earth, saying He would not do this again (Gen. 9:9-17). Yet later God said in Habakkuk 
2:14, 


14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 


In other words, there will be a second flood, but its purpose will not be to destroy, or to remove the spirit of life from 
men. Its purpose will be to regenerate all flesh by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in a baptism of fire. As in the days 
of Noah, this second flood will take the earth by surprise. Those who are incorrigible in this present age will be 
removed from power and ultimately confined to a portion of the earth that is outside the boundary of the Kingdom of 
God. This is the "outer darkness" that Jesus mentioned in His parables. But even this will not be a permanent state of 
affairs, because ultimately, the Kingdom of God will fill the whole earth as the waters cover the sea. Since water 
covers the entire sea, this means that the glory of God is going to cover the entire earth. 


As the Tabernacles Age continues, the fire of God will be so powerful that the vast majority of the people will be 
converted and begin to learn of His ways. Then will be fulfilled the words of the prophet in Isaiah 2:2—4, 


2 Now it will come about that In the last days, the mountain of the house of the LORD will be established 
as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; and all the nations will stream to it. ° 
And many peoples will come and say, ''Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways, and that we may walk in His paths." For 
the law will go forth from Zion, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. * And He will judge between 
the nations, and will render decisions for many peoples; and they will hammer their swords into 
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plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never 
again will they learn war. 


The wicked will either be removed, executed for their crimes, or (in most cases, I believe) converted to Christ by the 
baptism of fire. This will cleanse and purify the earth, making a place fit to be His footstool (Matthew 5:35). 


No doubt there will be "tribulation" associated with this transition from the old order to the new. Paul tells us in 1 
Thessalonians 5 that He will come as a thief in the night. In ancient times, a thief in the night was not a cat-burglar 
who might silently creep into a house to steal jewelry and then slip away into the night unseen and unheard. We 
recommend that Christians read the story of Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves to obtain a more realistic view of Paul's 
prophecy. Bands of thieves would descend upon a sleeping town like raiders in the night. And so we read in 1 
Thessalonians 5:2-6, 


2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. ° 
While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth 
pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. *But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
the day should overtake you like a thief; >for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of 
night nor of darkness; ° so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 


Paul pictures the world as sleeping peacefully in darkness, thinking they are safe. But they are unaware that sudden 
destruction is coming upon them "Jike a thief in the night." The city is about to be destroyed, and that city is "Babylon." 
Babylon is no longer a literal city as it was many years ago. It is now representative of the present world order that is 
in opposition to the law of God and the rulership of Christ. The city is about to be crushed by a Stone cut out of the 
mountain by the hand of God alone, and Babylon will never again rise to power and oppress the people of the earth. 


When Will Every Eye See Him? 
In Revelation 1:7 John tells us, 


7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen. 


This is simply a statement of fact. The verse does not attempt to tell us WHEN everyone will see Him, nor even HOW. 
We do have Peter's testimony in Acts 3:20, 21, where he speaks of the "times of refreshing," and "restoration of all 
things." Peter seems to indicate that Christ must remain in heaven until these times occur: 


1 Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord; ” and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 7! 
whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. ? Moses said, "The Lord God shall raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your brethren; to Him you shall give heed in everything He says to you. ” And it 
shall be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the 
people." 


These times of refreshing and restoration are not moments in history, but long periods of time in the ages to come. 
The beginning of these times coincide with the second coming of Christ, when the overcomers fulfill the Feast of 
Tabernacles. The fulfillment of this feast is, in effect, the authority to enter the Holy of Holies, breaking through the 
third and final veil that separates us from God and hides His glory. Hence, it seems to us that the only way men will 
actually see Christ in His glory will be as they come into the Feast of Tabernacles. 


This will take place over a period of time. Most of us are accustomed to thinking that when Jesus comes, He will do 
everything immediately. All the wicked will be destroyed, and the righteous taken to heaven. This simplistic view has 
prevented us from fully appreciating the great Sabbath millennium, where God brings the earth into a time of rest 
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under His rule. We believe that the overcomers will be the only ones raised from the dead and glorified on the eighth 
day of Tabernacles toward the beginning of this thousand-year period. We also believe that the rest of the Church will 
come into the Tabernacles experience at the beginning of the eighth thousand-year period. This will be in the early 
days after the Sabbath millennium. 


The distinction between these two resurrections in Revelation 20 points to the idea that not all Christians will come 
into perfection at the same time. It strongly suggests that the Church will need to continue learning and progressing in 
the path of righteousness that moves from Passover to Pentecost to Tabernacles. In other words, Christians who have 
developed only partially in their walk with God will not be able to see the glory of God in the Holy of Holies until 
they have learned the lessons that each feast was designed to teach them. They will not be allowed to act in a lazy 
fashion, saying, "It does not matter what I do, since we will all be glorified at the same time when Jesus comes." 


Nonetheless, all may certainly see Christ in the overcomers as they manifest Christ's character and do His works in 
the earth. Jesus said that they would do greater works than He did (John 14:12). In a very real sense, these overcomers 
have a calling to be Christ's great "cloud of witnesses." We read in Revelation 1:7, quoted earlier, "Behold, He is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him." If we take those clouds to indicate His witnesses, the overcomers, 
then the verse could mean that at first He will manifest His glory only through those witnesses. 


Jesus said if you see Me, you have seen the Father. In the same manner also, when you see a perfected, glorified 
overcomer, you have seen Jesus Christ. 


A cloud not only manifests the glory of God, but it also hides or veils His glory. Remember that Jesus' flesh was the 
veil that hid the glory of God while He walked this earth (Heb. 10:20). Even so, the overcomers—who are His body— 
are also a veil that covers His glory. When the rest of the people see them in the earth, they are seeing Christ's body, 
but not His full glory. They manifest Him even as Jesus manifested the glory of the Father. John 14: 


8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." °’ Jesus said to him, "Have I 
been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'? !°Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding 
in Me does His works. ! Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe on 
account of the works themselves. !? Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father." 


The Father was manifested in Jesus Christ. Jesus made it clear to Philip that no one would see the Father except as 
manifested in Jesus Christ. In the same manner, Jesus applied the principle to the disciples, promising that one day 
they would do greater works than He did. The implication is that they, too, would manifest Christ to the world, and 
that Christ would be IN THEM. So it would seem that in the second coming of Christ, only the overcomers will know 
and see Christ in His glory, and that others will see Christ veiled by the cloud of witnesses. 


In like manner, the overcomers will both manifest and hide His glory from those who are not yet capable and qualified 
to view the glory of God in its full magnitude. These overcomers will have spiritual bodies like Jesus had after His 
resurrection, and they will appear to others as normal people with abnormal wisdom and deeds. They will manifest 
the glory of God to others in the outer court dressed in their "woolen" clothing, as Ezekiel says. In fact, Ezekiel 44:19 
makes it clear that when the overcomers minister to others who are yet in the flesh (outer court), they MUST lay aside 
their linen clothing first. This is comparable to Moses, who taught the people with a veil over his face. He was required 
to veil the glory that appeared in him, because the people could not stand to view the glory of God at that point in their 
lives. 


Jesus Christ has always been present upon the earth. He created all things, and He has never left the earth in that sense. 
Yet Jesus said He must leave. But then He told the disciples that He would never leave them nor forsake them (Heb. 
13:5). Yet He also told them that He must leave them in order to send them "another Comforter" (John 14:16). This 
can be quite confusing to the average Christian. Is He here or not? 
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The question is not whether He is on earth or not. It is really a question of His manifestation. He has not fully 
manifested Himself on earth yet. He has not yet stepped out from behind the veil. He is still veiled by clouds, because 
the earth is not yet ready to behold His full glory. 


Thus, the coming of Christ cannot imply that He ever really left the earth. He was taken from our sight by the clouds. 
He veiled Himself with clouds of witnesses, so that to see Him, one must look at His body. And yet, God's ultimate 
purpose is to expose Himself, in His naked glory, to the whole earth. This will happen in stages, as the rest of mankind 
follows the path from the outer court to the Holy of Holies. The overcomers are those who came into this full maturity 
first, but they are certainly not the only ones who will behold His glory at the end of time. 


In other words, we believe that Jesus Christ will indeed manifest His presence on earth. But it seems most likely that 
the majority of the earth's population will see Him veiled by the overcomers until they have matured in Christ and can 
bear the full weight of the glory of God. The clouds of witnesses will be Christ's clothing, as it were. When a person 
is fully clothed, we view his clothing, rather than the person himself. And yet we are accustomed to saying that we 
saw the person. So it is with Christ. 


There are some who recognize these things, but conclude that Jesus Christ will not come in person, but "come" only 
through His saints or through the Church. Others go so far as to say that Jesus Christ is no longer an individual that is 
distinct from His body. We believe that these views take the point too far. In our view, Jesus Christ will always remain 
distinct from mankind. The head and the body must join together as one, but the head will always be the head, and the 
body will always be the body. Jesus Christ will marry the bride, and yet remain distinct from them in the same sense 
that a husband and wife are united as one and yet remain distinct. 


Jesus Christ is coming again as a distinct individual. However, Jesus has been here since the beginning of time. The 
problem is that from the advent of sin, God had to hide His glory from mankind, lest they be destroyed. The purpose 
of Christ's coming is not to change locations, but to manifest Himself by degrees from the spiritual dimension into the 
physical universe. This will continue until the whole earth is full of His glory. 


These are the times of refreshing and restoration of all things prophesied in Acts 3, which we quoted earlier. The 
heavens must receive Christ UNTIL these times. When Christ comes, it is heaven itself coming to earth, for where He 
is, there is heaven. His presence itself transforms earth into heaven, and we know that ultimately His glory will cover 
the earth, making it a new earth that is heavenly. But this will be a process of time, and as men mature and grow up 
into Christ, they will come fully into His presence and manifest His glory. In that sense, Christ must remain in the 
realm or spiritual dimension called "heaven" until the whole earth manifests His glory. Only then will all things be 
refreshed and fully restored. Then we can truly say that Christ has come to earth in the fullest possible sense. 


The Unveiling and the New Covenant 


The unveiling of Jesus Christ is happening in stages of development. When we speak of the glory of God coming to 
earth, we are really saying that the glory of God is being unveiled more and more in the earth. When there are no more 
veils hiding the glory of God, and all behold Him as He truly is, seated upon His throne in the Holy of Holies, then 
His glory will fully cover the earth. Then will be fulfilled the terms of the New Covenant, which is written in Hebrews 
8:10-12, 


10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put My laws into their minds, and I will write them upon their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. " And they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother, 
saying, "Know the Lord," for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest of them. ! For I will be 
merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more." 


When all know Him, then every eye will see Him and the glory of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea. Then will come to pass the word prophesied in Isaiah 45:22-25, 
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22 Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. ” I have sworn 
by Myself, the word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness and will not turn back, that to Me 
every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. *4 They will say of Me, "Only in the LORD are 
righteousness and strength." Men will come to Him, and all who were angry at Him shall be put to 
shame. 7 In the LORD all the offspring of Israel will be justified, and will glory ." 


The Apostle Paul echoes the word in full agreement, saying in Philippians 2:10, 11, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth, ' and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Again, the Apostle agrees with Isaiah 45:25 above, saying in Romans 10:26, 27, 
26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will 


remove ungodliness from Jacob. 7’ And this is My [new] covenant with them, when I take away their 
sins." 
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Chapter 14: The Law of the Manchild 


God's ultimate purpose in creation is to bring forth a corporate Son in His own image. This was the real meaning of 
His command in Genesis 1:28, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it." If Adam had brought forth 
children before his fall into sin, he would have brought forth children in the image of God, after whose image he 
himself had been created. Instead, however, all of his children were born after he had lost the glorified body. Thus, all 
of his descendants have been born mortal, carnal, and imperfect, lacking the original glory of God that once permeated 
Adam's being. 


The feast days of Israel were designed to reveal to us the pattern of restoration to the glory, which Adam enjoyed 
before sin entered the world. The feast days are not an end in themselves, but a means to an end. The feast days are a 
progressive pattern, a journey from the depths of bondage and sin to the heights of the glorious liberty of the children 
of God and the glorified body. It is not a journey from earth to heaven, but a journey on the earth from death to life, 
from corruption to incorruption, from the image of the first Adam to the image of the Second Adam. 


This is the great secret of creation that has been largely hidden from the world and even from most believers throughout 
history. God has not seen fit to reveal His entire plan all at once, even to those who love Him. It has been a progressive 
revelation. The truths themselves have been revealed from the beginning, but God did not give men an immediate 
understanding of what was being revealed. For this reason, the truths were written on tablets and in books, so that at 
the proper time their meanings could be understood by future generations. So Paul tells us of the great mystery of God 
in the Bible in Colossians 1:26, 27, 


26 that is, the mystery [musterion, "hidden thing, secret"] which has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations; but has now been manifested to His saints, 7” to whom God willed to make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles [ethnos, "ethnic groups, or nations"], which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 


The Image of God 


Jesus Christ was begotten of the Father above in what is called the Virgin Birth. Hebrews 1:3 tells us of Christ's nature 
and character, 


3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation [Greek: charakter, "imprint"] of His 
nature [Greek: hupostasis, "substance"], and upholds all things by the word of His power. 


Vine's Expository Dictionary says that the Greek word, charakter, means: 


"firstly, a tool for graving (from charasso, to cut into, to engross; cp. Eng., character, characteristic); then a 
stamp or impress, as on a coin or a seal, in which case the seal or die which makes an impression bears the 
image produced on it ... The Son of God is not merely His image (His charakter), He is the image, or impress 
of His substance, or essence." 


Some may argue the finer points about man's ultimate relationship with God when he finally attains His image. Even 
John himself did not claim to know. 1 John 3:2 says, 


2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, 
when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. 


It is enough to know that Jesus Christ was begotten from above, that He was the exact image of His Father in heaven, 
and that as Christians, we have been begotten from above as well, in order that we too might bear the image of the 
heavenly (1 Cor. 15:49). Jesus was the pattern Son. His begetting, birth, life, and ultimate glorification showed us the 
path that we too must follow. That path does not begin with birth, but with begetting, or conception. 
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Begotten From Above 
Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 (NASB), 


3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again [Greek: gennethe 
anothen, "begotten from above"], he cannot see the kingdom of God." 


The term, "born again," as it is rendered by the NASB and the KJV, is not accurate enough for our purposes here. It 
should be rendered "begotten from above," that is, begotten of God, the Father, by means of the Holy Spirit. 


The Greek word, gennethe, is from the root word, gennao. Dr. Bullinger tells us in his notes on Matthew 1:2, 


"begat. Gr. Gennao. When used of the father = to beget or engender; and when used of the mother it means to 
bring forth into the world." 


Men engender; women give birth. And so, in Matthew 1:2, where we read that Abraham begat Isaac, it is apparent 
that Abraham did not actually give birth to Isaac. Abraham merely engendered Isaac in the womb of Sarah, who later 
gave birth to Isaac. 


In Matthew 1:20, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and told him to take Mary to be his wife, even though she 
was pregnant and thought by many to be an adulteress. The angel explained to him, "for that which has been conceived 
in her is of the Holy Spirit." The Greek word translated "conceived" is gennethen, from gennao. It is apparent that 
Jesus had not yet been born in Bethlehem. We see that the word is used here of conception, rather than of birthing. 
The Holy Spirit had acted as the Father to beget, or engender, an embryo within Mary. 


So what does this all mean to us? How does this apply to John 3:3, where Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be 
"born again?" It shows that when the Spirit of God indwells us, we are begotten from above. We are not yet technically 
"porn." The term, "born again" is not fully accurate, for it implies that we have now been made fully in the image of 
our Father. The fact is, an embryo has not yet taken full shape. It is yet being made and formed into the image of its 
father and mother. The teaching that Christians are now "born again" has caused many to think that they have now 
arrived at the final goal of life on earth, and that there is little else to do except wait to go to heaven. Meanwhile, the 
only real purpose the Christian seems to have on earth is to witness to others and to support their church with their 
presence and with their presents. 


One of the major goals in this book is to challenge that mindset and to show people that they must progress through 
the stages of development revealed by the feast days of Israel in order to arrive at the final destination. 


The other word used in John 3:3, which we have not yet explained, is anothen, translated "again," as in "born again." 
Vine's Expository Dictionary says that "it signifies from above, or anew." If John had meant to imply "again" or 


"another time," he would have used the Greek word, deuteros, as he did in John 9:24, 


24 So a second time [deuteros] they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to 
God; we know that this man is a sinner." 


We conclude, then, that John 3:3 instructed Nicodemus (and us) that we are to be "begotten from above," rather than 
to be "born again." First things first. We must first be begotten before we can be brought to full birth. 


The Feast Days Manifest the Pregnancy 
A woman may conceive in the middle of her month. So we find that the Feast of Passover occurs in the middle of the 


first month. The fertilized egg may implant upon the wall of the uterus within the next few days. That implantation is 
represented by the wave-sheaf offering shortly after Passover. This completes the begetting of the new life. 
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Seven weeks later, on the Feast of Pentecost, the new embryo has developed all of its fingers and toes and now looks 
like a tiny human being. The child has now taken shape. 


Months later, on the first of the seventh month, the Feast of Trumpets, the child's hearing is developed. One must hear 
the sound of the trumpet. 


On the tenth day of the seventh month, the Day of Atonement, the child's blood supply is distinct from its mother. The 
child can now produce its own red blood cells. 


By the middle of the seventh month, the Feast of Tabernacles, the child's lungs have developed sufficiently, so that 
the child can survive outside the mother's womb and still breathe on his own. If the child is born prematurely, it has a 
good chance of survival. So also, those who are brought to birth at the Feast of Tabernacles will be those who have 
their spiritual lungs sufficiently developed to breathe the breath of God. That is, they are mature enough to sustain the 
breath of the Holy Spirit in its fullness. 


Even so, there is another feast that perhaps may fit into this scenario. It is the Feast of Dedication, or the Feast of 
Lights, commonly called Hanukkah. It is a post-Mosaic feast, commemorating the events in 165 B.C. It is an eight- 
day feast, beginning on the 25" day of Kislev, the ninth month on the Hebrew calendar. According to the Funk and 
Wagnalls New Encyclopedia, Vol. XII, we read, 


"Hanukkah commemorates the rededication of the Temple of Jerusalem by Judas Maccabee in 165 BC after 
the Temple had been profaned by Antiochus IV Epiphanes, king of Syria and overlord of Palestine. In 168 BC, 
on a date corresponding to December 25 in the Gregorian calendar, the Temple was dedicated to the worship 
of Zeus Olympius by order of Antiochus. An altar to Zeus was set up on the high altar. When Judas Maccabee 
recaptured Jerusalem three years later, he had the Temple purged and a new altar put up in place of the 
desecrated one. The Temple was then rededicated to God with festivities that lasted eight days. According to 
talmudic tradition, only one cruse of pure olive oil, sealed by the high priest and necessary for the rededicatory 
ritual, could be found, but that small quantity burned miraculously for eight days." 


Perhaps this Feast of Lights completes the normal, nine-month birthing cycle in a prophetic manner, where the 
newborn baby comes into the light of day. It is also possible that this may prophetically imply that some will be born 
at Tabernacles in the first resurrection, while the majority will be birthed later at the general resurrection of the dead. 
In other words, some will be ready a bit early at the Feast of Tabernacles, but the great majority of believers will come 
into the light of God's full presence at the end of the thousand years. 


So we conclude that the feast days of Israel were meant to portray that development of an embryo from conception to 
birth. Since the feasts were also designed to show us the path of spiritual development here on earth, it is apparent that 
our justification by faith (Passover) was not the new birth, but the new conception that will ultimately lead to our new 
birth. The conception was by the Holy Spirit, for God is our Father. Even as an embryo at first looks nothing like the 
parent, as time passes, the child more and more comes to be in the image of his father. So also it is with us in our 
Christian experience. 


The Marriage of our Soul to God 


In the Greek language, the soul is pseuche. This is a feminine word. Thus, when God made man a living soul, He 
created him feminine in the sense that man was to be impregnated by the Holy Spirit of God to bring forth Christ, "the 
hope of glory." The soul of man is the womb of God by which He reproduces Himself in the earth. 


When a child is conceived, he has the genetics of both his mother and his father. Adamic man “is of the earth, earthy" 
(1 Cor. 15:47). But God is Spirit (John 4:24). How can a Spirit mate with an earthly creature to produce a child? 
There is no way to explain how it can be done. All we know is that it has already happened, and the demonstrated 
evidence is Jesus Christ Himself. The Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary, a virgin, and she conceived a son that was 
called the Christ. 
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In the same manner also, the Holy Spirit must overshadow us, our souls, and beget Christ in us. We are begotten by 
the seed of the Gospel (1 Cor. 4:15). This is the great mystery of God. It is not only hidden from the world at large, 
but also it is a hidden work within our souls. This is the great marriage between spirit and soul, between heaven and 
earth, between God and men, between Christ and His Bride. The purpose of this marriage is to bring forth the 
Manchild. 


The Apostle Paul established the Galatian church. He pictured himself as the midwife, or the primary caregiver during 
the church's pregnancy. And so he says in Galatians 4:19, "My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ 
is formed in you." The Christians in Galatia had accepted the truth of Jesus Christ and had, in essence, been married 
to God. The Holy Spirit had come upon them to engender Christ in them, and Christ was now being "formed" in them 
as they matured in Christ. 


The problem was that they had strayed from the truth, putting their trust in the law—particularly in the law of fleshly 
circumcision—as being essential to their justification. Paul reminds them that circumcision of the flesh was the sign 
of the Old Covenant, while the heart circumcision was the sign of the New Covenant. Hence, their dependence upon 
fleshly circumcision was a sign that they had begun to place their confidence in the Old Covenant, as if it could save 
them. If this belief were to take root, it would effectively abort the Manchild in them. 


Putting one's trust in fleshly circumcision also identified the Galatian church with the Old Jerusalem, even as the 
unbelievers in Judaism. Paul explains that the Old Jerusalem was Hagar, not Sarah (Gal. 4:25), and was associated 
with Mount Sinai, which is in Arabia—the inheritance of the descendants of Hagar. God had removed His name from 
the Old Jerusalem, as prophesied in Jeremiah 7:14, and seen in a vision by another prophet in Ezekiel 10 and 11. God 
said He would remove His name from Jerusalem, even as He removed it from Shiloh in the days of Eli the priest. 
Revelation 3:12 and 22:4 clearly tell us that God has now placed His name and the name of the New Jerusalem upon 
the temple that is His Body. Never again will He glorify a physical temple on the old temple mount in the old city of 
Jerusalem. 


We learn from the book of Galatians, and from Paul's concern for them, that it was possible for the church to abort the 
Manchild. And, indeed, Paul's concerns were well justified, for no generation of the Church has yet brought forth the 
Manchild. 


The Law of Deuteronomy 25:5—10 


The primary law of the Manchild is found in Deuteronomy 25. It is the little-known law regarding a childless widow 
and how her dead husband's brother was supposed to raise up the heir. Deuteronomy 25:5-10 reads, 


> When brothers live together and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the deceased shall not be 
married outside the family to a strange man. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her to 
himself as wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. ô And it shall be that the first-born 
whom she bears shall assume the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out from 
Israel. ’ But if the man does not desire to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to 
the gate to the elders and say, ''My husband's brother refuses to establish a name for his brother in 
Israel; he is not willing to perform the duty of a husband's brother to me." 8 Then the elders of his city 
shall summon him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, "I do not desire to take her," ° then his 
brother's wife shall come to him in the sight of the elders, and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his 
face; and she shall declare, "Thus it is done to the man who does not build up his brother's house." 1° 
And in Israel his name shall be called, ''The house of him whose sandal is removed." 


If aman died childless, having no heir to his inheritance, it was the duty of the man's brother to beget an heir through 
her in his brother's name. There was also a specific order in this, as we see in the story of Ruth. 


https://godskingdom.org/ Page 133 of 138 


The Story of Ruth 


In that story, Elimelech and Naomi had moved from Judah to Moab, being forced to sell their property because a 
famine had put them in debt. Unless they were somehow able to redeem their land, they would have to remain off the 
land until the year of Jubilee. 


Elimelech had two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, both of whom married women from the land of Moab. Mahlon married 
Ruth, while Chilion married Orpah. Then both sons died, leaving no heir to the family inheritance back in the land of 
Judah. One of Mahlon's kinsmen, Boaz, loved Ruth and would have married her right away, except that the first right 
of the kinsman belonged to a closer relative. So he explains to her in Ruth 3:12, 13, 


12 And now it is true I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. > Remain this night, 
and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him redeem you. But if he does not wish to 
redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the LORD lives. 


In the story, Boaz called the kinsman having the first right of redemption, and asked him if he wanted to redeem the 
property left by Elimelech. He did want to redeem it, but when he discovered that he would also have to marry Ruth, 
he decided against it. Josephus tells us in Antiquities of the Jews, V, ix, 4, 


"Now about noon Boaz went down into the city, and gathered the senate together, and when he had sent for 
Ruth, he called for her kinsman also; and when he was come, he said, 'Dost thou not retain the inheritance of 
Elimelech and his sons?' He confessed that he did retain it, and that he did as he was permitted to do by the 
laws, because he was their nearest kinsman. Then said Boaz, 'Thou must not remember the laws by halves, but 
do everything according to them; for the wife of Mahlon is come hither, whom thou must marry, according to 
the law, in case thou wilt retain their fields.' So the man yielded up both the field and the wife to Boaz, who 
was himself of kin to those that were dead, as alleging that he had a wife already, and children also; so Boaz 
called the senate to witness, and bid the woman to loose his shoe and spit in his face, according to the law; 
and when this was done, Boaz married Ruth, and they had a son within a year's time." 


This story illustrates the Manchild law found in Deuteronomy 25, with which we are dealing. It is a prophetic law by 
which the Manchild is to be brought to birth. In Hebrews 2:11-17, we read that Jesus Christ is our elder brother: 


u For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He 
is not ashamed to call them brethren, ” saying, "I will proclaim Thy name to My brethren, in the midst 
of the congregation I will sing Thy praise." And again, "I will put My trust in Him." And again, 
"Behold, I and the children whom God has given Me." 1 Since then the children share in flesh and 
blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him 
who had the power of death, that is, the devil; } and might deliver those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives. }° For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the 
descendant of Abraham. '’ Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things ... 


These verses show us that Jesus Christ came as a descendant of Abraham in order to have the lawful right of redemption 
to redeem His brethren of the House of Israel. More than this, however, Jesus Christ also came in flesh and blood— 
not clothing Himself the nature of angels—in order that He might also have the right to redeem all of mankind back 
to Adam. He is a near kinsman to both Israel and to all flesh and blood. 


Raising Up Seed in Christ's Image 
Jesus died childless. Jesus was not married, nor did He have any physical children. More importantly, He had no 
spiritual children in the fullest sense of the word. No one up to that time had come to full spiritual birth. There is a 


long list of Old Testament saints in Hebrews 11, but they all died without receiving the promise—which is the 
fulfillment of Tabernacles and the birth of the Manchild company. 
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So we—Jesus' brethren—are called to raise up seed unto our elder brother, so that His name is not blotted out of Israel, 
so that He does not lose His inheritance in the earth. In the personal application of this law, our soul is the "woman" 
that must be overshadowed by the Holy Spirit in order to bring forth "Christ in you." That holy Seed within you, 
having God as its Father, is perfect and cannot sin. 1 John 3:9 says (NASB), 


’ No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he 
is born of God. 


It would be more accurate to render it this way: “That which is begotten of God does not sin, because His seed abides 
in Him [Christ in you]; and He cannot sin, because He is begotten of God." That holy Seed (embryo) within you 
cannot sin, because, like Jesus Christ, He does not have the first Adam as His father. This holy Seed is in the womb 
of your soul, growing and maturing until the time of full birth. 


This Seed is, in fact, the real you. That Seed is what you are becoming. It is not of your Adamic flesh. This is best 
illustrated by observing the butterfly. It begins as a worm, or caterpillar, which wraps its entire body within a cocoon, 
except for its head, which soon dies and falls away. Yet by the process called "metamorphosis," it is transformed into 
a living butterfly. In the same way, we have a living Seed within us that makes it possible for us to be transformed 
into a new creature. Even as there is the seed of a butterfly within the body of a caterpillar, so also do we, as Christian 
believers, have within us the Seed of Christ. When this metamorphosis is complete, and the old Adamic head falls 
away, we will be birthed as a new creation in the image of Christ. 


Paul makes the distinction between our flesh (the "worm") and the spiritual Seed within us (the "butterfly") when he 
says in Romans 7:18-20, 


18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but 
the doing of the good is not. ” For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do 
not wish. ” But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which 
dwells in me. 


Paul makes a distinction between the man of sin within us, and the Righteous One in us. That Righteous One is 
begotten of God, so it cannot sin and does not want to sin. But there is presently an inner war between these two "men," 
represented by the first Adam (the old man) and the last Adam (the new man). 


There are only two men in the world—Adam and Christ. The first is slated for death; the last Adam is alive for ever. 
Both of these men presently inhabit our bodies. They are two kings representing two kingdoms. They are portrayed 
figuratively in the two Jerusalems, old and new. The second is replacing the first. They each function according to 
different covenants—old and new. The old covenant attempts to reform Adam by teaching him how to behave 
righteously. 


The new covenant was given because of the failure of the old covenant to restore Adam to the place of righteousness. 
In the new covenant, God makes demands upon Himself to do what Adam could not do. Through this new covenant, 
He brings forth Christ in us, and we become the manifestation of that life-giving Spirit. That is the Manchild. That is 
Christ. And that is also us. 


Conclusion 


We see that we are even now raising up seed unto our elder brother, Jesus Christ, who was not ashamed to call us 
brethren. The law in Deuteronomy 25 shows us that if we refuse to do this, we will lose our shoe. In other words, our 
Christian walk will be severely impaired. Paul likens the Christian life to running a race. It is difficult to run a race 
with only one shoe, because the road of life is not always a smooth, grassy path. There are many stones and thorns in 
the way. There are many stretches of hot, burning sand. With only one shoe, it is not likely that a person will win the 
race, but will come limping to the finish line in last place. 
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As Christians, if our focus is on anything other than winning the prize of the high calling of God, we are trying to run 
the race with one shoe, or at best with loose shoelaces. We need to understand that the holy Seed within us needs to 
be nourished with the truth of God's Word that will bring Christ in us to maturity and full birth. The journey of this 
spiritual pregnancy is mapped by Israel's journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. The main places of rest marked 
on this map are depicted by the feast days. At each stop of the way, there are things of God to learn. 


As we saw earlier, the first coming of Christ purchased our redemption by the blood of Jesus Christ, shed for the sins 
of the whole world. The second coming of Christ involves bringing many sons into glory. The first coming was a 
Judah work; the second a Joseph work. The Judah work meant that Christ had to be born in Bethlehem of the House 
of David. He had to die as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. He had to be raised from the dead as 
well, in order to lead the way for the rest of us out of death into resurrection life. 


The Joseph work, on the other hand, is quite different. Joseph was a fruitful son, and Sonship is the purpose of His 
second coming. He is bringing many sons into glory (Heb. 2:10). His coming is pictured by the conquering Word, 
whose robe is dipped in blood. He is thus the fulfillment of the second dove, which was dipped in blood and set free 
in the open field. 


He is also pictured as the fulfillment of the prophecy of Jonah, whose name means "dove." In that story, the second 
part of the story shows that the Word goes forth to Nineveh to bring all of God's enemies under His feet by means of 
repentance and teaching. For this reason, Christ is pictured as the WORD when He comes on the horse. 


Through all of this, we see the path clearly marked in our journey from the bondage of sin to the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. It is the path of Israel first under Moses and then under Joshua (Yeshua, or Jesus). The details are 
given in the feasts of Israel. Without understanding these feast days, it is impossible to know the truth about the coming 
of Christ. This is as true today in regard to the second coming as it was two thousand years ago at His first appearance. 


There is an intensely personal, individual picture that the Scriptures paint for us to show us how to mature and progress 
to the incorruption and immortality of our "Promised Land." These same stories also prophesy to us of what God is 
doing in the bigger picture with the entire earth on a large, historic level. The picture shows us three ages, the Passover 
Age that is long past, the Pentecost Age that has now ended, and the Tabernacles Age that is now ready to begin. 


It is our hope and prayer that this book has assisted you, the reader, in obtaining a clearer vision of the hope that lies 
before us. 
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Appendix: The Jonah Story 


There have been cases reported throughout the years where whalers were swallowed by whales and survived when the 
fish were caught later. In 1924 Sir Francis Fox wrote of one such case in his book, Sixty-Three Years of Engineering, 
Scientific, and Social Work, published in London. On pages 298-301 of his book, he wrote: 


"In February 1891 the whaling ship Star of the East was in the vicinity of the Falkland Islands, and the look- 
out sighted a large sperm whale three miles away. Two boats were launched and in a short time one of the 
harpooners was enabled to spear the fish. The second boat attacked the whale, but was upset by a lash of its 
tail and the men thrown into the sea, one man being drowned, and another, James Bartley, having disappeared 
could not be found. 


"The whale was killed and in a few hours the great body was lying by the ship's side, and the crew were busy 
with axes and spades removing the blubber. They worked all day and part of the night. Next morning they 
attached some tackle to the stomach, which was hoisted on deck. The sailors were startled by something in it 
which gave spasmodic signs of life, and inside was found the missing sailor doubled up and unconscious. He 
was laid on the deck and treated by a bath of sea-water which soon revived him, but his mind was not clear, 
and he was placed in the captain's quarters, where he remained two weeks a raving lunatic. He was kindly and 
carefully treated by the captain, and by the officers of the ship, and gradually regained possession of his senses. 
At the end of the third week he had entirely recovered from the shock and resumed his duties. 


"During his sojourn in the whale's stomach, Bartley's skin where it was exposed to the action of the gastric 
juice underwent a striking change; his face, neck, and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness, and took 
on the appearance of parchment. Bartley affirms that he would probably have lived inside his house of flesh 
until he starved, for he lost his senses through fright and not from lack of air ... 


"According to the record, the skin on his face and hands never recovered its natural appearance, but the health 
of the man did not seem affected by his terrible experience. He was in splendid spirits and apparently fully 
enjoyed the blessings of life that came his way." 


This story was told a few years later in the Daily Telegraph, 17" February 1928. This article states that the Bartley's 
experience "was investigated and confirmed not only by Sir Francis Fox, but by a committee of French scientists, one 
of whom was the late M. de Parville, the scientific editor of the Journal des Debats, of Paris." 


More recently, Dr. Edward B. Davis, did some investigation into the story to see if it could really be verified. He found 
that M. de Parville’s investigation was not as thorough as had been stated. Dr. Davis wrote in his article, “A Modern 
Jonah,” 


“I made an inquiry to the Maritime History Archive at Memorial University in St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
where the Lloyd’s Register is now kept. Their records showed three vessels under British registry bearing the 
name Star of the East that could have been in service in 1891; a 734-ton barque (mentioned above) and two 
other boats, each less than 20 tons, that could not possibly have been whalers. No log book for the barque was 
found, but the crew agreement showed that in February 1891 she was en route from London to Wellington via 
New York, a finding that impressed me since it was not inconsistent with the claim that she was off the Falkland 
Islands. However, I was advised by an archivist, ‘Whaling in the Falkland Islands did not commence until 
1909, and I have not been able to locate a whaling vessel named Star of the East ...’ 


“I soon had some hard evidence to support my suspicions. My pastor alerted me to a footnote in L. C. Allen’s 
commentary on Jonah that cites a letter printed in the Expository Times in 1906 and 1907. A reader named 
Williams reported that he had inquired of Mrs. John Killian, wife of the captain of the Star of the East, 
concerning the Bartley story. Mrs. Killian stated flatly, ‘There is not one word of truth in the whale story. I 
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was with my husband all the years he was in the Star of the East. There was never a man lost overboard while 
my husband was in her. The sailer has told a great sea yarn.’ 


“This was an interesting revelation, to say the least. I wrote again to the Maritime Archives, asking for copies 
of any documents they might have, and received the crew agreement from the Star of the East for the voyage 
described above ... The agreement lists every member of the crew, including a few who signed on in Wellington 
and deserted just six days later in Lyttelton. No James Bartley is listed, nor is anyone of similar name, either 
for the entire voyage or any part of it. 


“T realized then with finality that there simply was no whale at the end of my line. The Bartley tale was no 
more than a fish story. It had been good enough to fool apparently sophisticated people like the authors and 
editors of some highly respected Biblical commentaries. But no one had carefully investigated the story.” 


At the end of the article, “A Modern Jonah,” Dr. Davis’ credentials are given as follows: 


“Edward Davis serves as an associate professor of science and history at Messiah College in Grantham, 
Penn., and as consulting editor for the American Scientific Affiliation’s Journal, Perspectives on Science and 
Christian Faith. Readers who would like more details about his research into a modern Jonah should consult 
the December 1991 issue of Perspectives for the full-length original article, complete with bibliographical 
citations, on which this paper is based. Dr. Davis invites correspondence from interested readers.” 


In our first edition (2001) of The Laws of the Second Coming, we included the Jonah story in the main text, assuming, 
as others have done, that the story was valid. Since then, a reader alerted us to Dr. Davis’ investigation and sent us his 
article, “A Modern Jonah.” Thus, we have made the correction in our second edition (2005). We apologize for the 
earlier error. 


Even so, we still believe that Jonah himself was swallowed by a great fish and do not take the story to be purely 
allegorical. We simply cannot prove this by a modern example, as we had earlier thought. 
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